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Greetings to all our Parish family as we
enter into the final weeks of 2015!

It could be said that the opening of
OZANAM VILLA AGED CARE
FACILITY had roots back as far as
1581 with the birth of St Vincent de
Paul. He was the model for the
founding of the St Vincent de Paul
Society by Blessed Frederic Ozanam
in 1833.
Following the hard work of Father Keith
Turnbull, Ozanam Villa at Labrador was
opened in 1976 by Archbishop Rush.
The Archbishop directed that “the
society now had the responsibility of
providing the next stage of care for the
aged on the Gold Coast”. An establishment committee was formed at Burleigh
Heads and that committee, consisting of
Tom Dick, Max Smales, Lionel Perry
and Justin Moynihan, succeeded in
purchasing land at Burleigh Heads. This
came about by an approach to the then
Minister for Main Roads, Russell Hinze.
The land passed from the State
Government to the Society for a low
sum on the provision that an aged care
facility be established.
The building committee saw a state of
the art facility designed by Architect
Barry Barnes open as a 52 bed Hostel on
29th July 1990 with the blessing of
Bishop Cuskelly. A Special Works
Conference was attached to the Hostel
to supervise the Administration, entry of
Residents etc to the hostel. Members of
the Conference were Justin Moynihan,
Bruce Brew, Pat Dolan (deceased) Keith

Richards, Robert Spinks and later
Margaret Dunshea and Errol Darranjo.
The members of this conference have
been faithful to their commitment and
have had almost 1000 meetings at the
Hostel. Sister Agnella provided pastoral
care and counselling to the residents and
John Brown was Spiritual Advisor to the
conference.
Financial assistance to the Hostel is
acknowledged by Kathleen Baxter, Olga
Garnham, Mabel Bourke and Mave
Grace, together with the Burleigh Heads
Conference of St Vincent de Paul and the
Infant Saviour Church. They
generously helped to fund the building of
the Chapel in 1991 and later extensions,
as well as providing for walkways, landscaping, BBQ’s, televisions and other
facilities for the benefit of residents.
We are most fortunate at Ozanam Villa
to have had Hostel Supervisors whose
main concern has been the welfare of
residents, from our first Supervisor
Margaret Keirs to this present day.
Since that time the Hostel has risen in
size to 167 beds including a special
dementia wing.

This year 2015 marks the 25th
Anniversary of the
establishment of Ozanam Villa,
Burleigh Heads.

Fresh in my mind as I pen these words are the
dreadful events that have centred on Paris
through terror attacks. The shocking death toll,
and as a consequence, so many dealing with
unbearable grief, is hard for us to comprehend.
While some wish to place the blame at a particular religion, we know that this has nothing to do
with religion as we cannot comprehend how
religious life could bring about so much evil.
What we are seeing here is nothing more or less
than the face of evil and it is ugly! Even to the
non-religious, our humanity calls out from deep
within us that this is completely
unacceptable and is no way to answer
demands or issues.
On December 8, Pope Francis will lead the
Church into a Holy Year of Mercy. It could not
come at a more significant time as the world
continues to deal with the issues of terror in every Continent. The Holy Father wrote: “It is
indeed my wish that the Jubilee be a living e
xperience of the closeness of the Father, whose
tenderness is almost tangible, so that the faith of
every believer may be strengthened and thus
testimony to it be ever more effective.
My thought first of all goes to all the faithful
who, whether in individual Dioceses or as pilgrims to Rome, will experience the grace of the
Jubilee. I wish that the Jubilee Indulgence may
reach each one as a genuine experience of God’s
mercy, which comes to meet each person in the
Face of the Father who welcomes and forgives,
forgetting completely the sin committed.”
The belief that mercy is such a vital part of our
religious life, extends beyond the individual to
the formation of a merciful society. Let it be for
our world. May the Holy Year lead us to a deeper awareness of our merciful God and how we
can contribute to a society where mercy is a
hallmark.
My prayer for each of you as we approach the
birthday of “mercy” through the Saviour born for
us, is that your gathering with loved ones will
deepen your awareness of abiding presence of
God. May God’s mercy also be with any who
carry sadness or anxiety at this time of peace.
Thank you to the editors of this Parish
journal, your efforts are deeply appreciated.

Yours in God’s mercy,

Fr Ken Howell

The menALIVE ministry looks to
encourage men to be (better) men of
God by praying every day, joining in
fellowship with other men on a regular
basis and getting active in the Church.
In encouraging men to be men of God
menALIVE is looking for men to make
decisions to change their lives and in
doing so affect their relationships with
their wives, children and the wider
community. At menALIVE we say
“Change the man and you will
change the Church” and does it not
need some changing!
This menALIVE programme includes
the annual MAX Conference attended
by a number of our group at St Leo’s
College, Brisbane University Campus.
The name MAX is to mean menALIVE
to the MAX. It builds on the Parish
based weekends and offers an opportunity to deepen our understanding of
God’s call and challenge within our
lives. Men travel from all over
Australia and New Zealand to attend.
The theme for the 2015 conference was

The group then adjoin to a local coffee shop to
reflect on the days scripture readings and
share that wisdom in conversation (see pictured top right). This group was born out of a
menALIVE Parish based weekend in July
2012 held in Burleigh Parish and is a
meaningful way in which men of faith can
come together for fellowship and deeper
engagement with the word of God.
The local group is currently made up of men
from Tugun, Burleigh, Southport and Tweed
Parishes and almost all have experienced a
menALIVE weekend. The menALIVE weekend is the flagship event for the menALIVE
ministry founded in 2003 by Robert Falzon,
Peter Shakhovskoy and a small group of men
who wanted to do something about the
question — "Where are all the men?"

These ordinary men had experienced
something powerful through the Church
— that there is something greater than
ourselves to live for, and they wanted
other men to encounter what they had
experienced. Out of this desire, was
founded menALIVE — A National
Catholic Ministry to Men which since
2003 has run more than 200 events in 24
dioceses throughout Australia and New
Zealand for in excess of 12,000 men.
These experiences of men gathering together at a menALIVE weekend are considered by many men to be dynamic and
powerful forces in their spiritual life. The
result is that for many men, they are inspired, encouraged and feel that they have
a new sense of purpose and mission in the
Church.

REBUILD,
“You are like living stones being
rebuilt into a spiritual house”
(1 Peter 2)

Group from left to right at coffee:- Chris Kennedy, Jim Littlefield, Mic Walsh,
Bryan Boulton (via Skype), Trevor Rawnsley, Tom Lyons and Bill Bellair

Archbishop Mark Coleridge delivering
the key note address on the importance
of our individual role in re-building the
Church.

Every Thursday morning a group of
men come together to celebrate
Eucharist with the community at
Infant Saviour Church Burleigh
Heads.
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From left to right includes Dan Harvey, Tom Lyons, Chris Kennedy and Mario
Fiamenghi.
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au

On the same day approximately 225
similar groups throughout Australia met
also for the joint purpose of praying the
Rosary in Public Square. In October
1917, when Our Lady appeared at Fatima
for the last time, she told the three
peasant children to pray the rosary
frequently.

It was a lovely fine morning on Saturday 10 October, when a group of about 50
Burleigh parishioners gathered at 9am in the Burleigh Heads War Memorial
Park.

It is hoped that October 2016 will see an
increased number gathering for our
Rosary in the park when we will gather to
pray for the conversion of Australia; for
Our Lady to grant our Catholic Church
victory over its enemies; for the
intentions of our Holy Father Pope
Francis. May He be guided by Our Lady.
Thank you to all who attended.

Songs for the Journey was organised by APMN (Australian Pastoral Musicians Network) in Brisbane at the venue of
St James College Spring Hill Brisbane October 1-3, 2015. The following is a report on the conference from Cathy
Carroll co-ordinator of the Music Ministry Burleigh Heads.
This inspiring conference was
focussed towards music in the
liturgy, with exceptional keynote
speakers and many workshops on
offer. World renowned religious music
composer Marty Haugen, (pictured).
Theology lecturer Dr Maeve Heaney
and Rev Dr Richard Leonard SJ gave
engaging insights into Liturgy and the
opportunity we have to use the spirituality of music and share and encourage
our Parishioners to engage with the
words of the liturgy.

This will assist them in further studies to develop
their ability and encourage their continued
participation.

Michael Mangan, John Burland,
Steph Unger, Amanda McKenna
and Gina Ogilvie (As One Voice),
Ursula O’Rourke and many other s
presented wonderful workshop
sessions, which inspired and
educated the 200 + participants from
Australia and New Zealand over the 3
days. The focus on music in
instruments and song was uplifting
from the opening prayer liturgy,
complete with didgeridoo and full
band and lead singers, to the Friday
afternoon Mass with rhythms and
harmonies ringing out from everyone
present.

Pictured below from left: Cathy Carroll, Deirdre
Frain and composer/singer Amanda McKenna

Whether you sing, play or tap your toes, you can
make a difference in church worship for
congregations of all ages..

Step up! Join in! Become an active
participant in the music of church, either
in your seat or come forward to join the
musicians and singers who lead the
worship. WE WELCOME YOU!

At the conference dinner on the Friday
night, 2 scholarships were presented to
2 young people who are actively
involved in parish music and choral
work.

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
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Out and about the Parish
A very convivial Wine and Cheese Night
was held at Infant Saviour meeting room
on Wednesday evening, 21st October.
The event was hosted by your Pastoral
Council to warmly welcome new parishioners
who have joined us at our various churches
during the past twelve months.
Representatives from across the Parish were
present and many new friendships were
formed. The evening was very well attended
and provided an excellent opportunity to
meet and bring together new members of our
parish community.

Happy customers at the Picccolo Café on the beach at Miami. This being the first
Monday of the month in November and on which the feast of All Souls fell, the café
possibly had double the people come to the Coffee Morning after the 9am Mass at
Miami.

A recent photograph of Thelma and

Max Smales on the occasion of Thelma’s
95th Birthday.
Thelma and Max came to live in Burleigh
in 1962 and were involved in many Parish
activities for many years.
Max was a dedicated worker with St
Vincent de Paul Society and was
responsible for acquiring the land on which
Ozanam was build.
Thelma, a great cook, was always in
demand at the Holy Family Women’s
Group and was a tireless worker in the
Parish. Max and Thelma raised five
children. Earlier this year they celebrated
their wedding anniversary of 73 years.

The St Benedict’s community was given a special
treat on Sunday 8th by the children with their
special Mass.

Congratulations to both from us all.

They actioned their singing, read the readings, prayed the
Prayers of the Faithful, brought up the Gifts at Preparation
Time; and served Father Lucius on the altar.
All the participants were confident throughout and read out
the notices at the end of Mass. Many thanks to the
dedicated helpers that give of their time to practice with and
guide the children to understanding the Mass.
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St Laurence’s Brotherhood Choir, members of Southport State High School Choir and Marymount College Vocal Ensemble
combined on Saturday, 7th of November to participate in a workshop with Anthony Young. St Laurence’s College Brotherhood
Choir have been coming to Marymount College for their end of year trip for several years. The students and seven staff worked
from 6:45am to 8:30pm on the music for 10am Mass in the Doyle Centre on Sunday 8th of November. Before the students
rehearsed on Saturday night they all enjoyed chatting over a meal and playing basketball together.
The students enjoyed singing a range of hymns in parts and were accompanied by organ, keyboard, drum kit, guitar, trombone and
trumpet. The students enjoyed a lovely morning tea provided by the Doyle Centre parishioners after Mass.

The Burleigh Heads Pastoral
Council coordinated a Pastoral
Stall for the Marymount Fete
held in October. The purpose
of this stall was to be a visible
presence displaying what we,
as a parish, offer parishioners,
Marymount families and the
wider community.
Throughout the day we had
people inquire about Mass times,
the sacramental program and the
new church. A model, photos
and a computer flyover of our
new church were visible, which
generated much interest.
St Vincent de Paul, the Social
Justice Action Group and
members from the Burleigh
Blaze Youth Group were also
present at this stall promoting
the
various dimensions of our
Burleigh Heads Catholic Parish.
Bren Milsom and members from
Rotary directed parking at the
fete and raised approximately
$800 to support the parish of
Ossu East Timor.
Congratulations to Jay Wolff
who won the ‘Burleigh Blaze’s
Lolly Guess’. There were 738
jellybeans in the jar, with Jay
guessing 734.

2015 brought much change to the
Pastoral Council. We welcomed David
Sewell (Doyle Centre) and Grace
D’Souza (Mudgeeraba) and said
farewell to Brian Wellspring, Denise
Dunn and Pat Tomlinson upon their
retirement from the Council.

From the Pastoral Council, we wish
our Parish family a safe, happy and
blessed Christmas

We have a vibrant, hard working group
of councilors to lead into 2016, and we
will endeavor to continue working
collaboratively with our five Mass
Centres that make up this diverse Parish
of Burleigh Heads.
.
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Darryl was born, educated and
spent the first chapter of his
working life in Queensland,
mostly on the Gold Coast.
Educated at Guardian Angels’ Southport, his education was cut short – by
him, due to the sheer boredom of it –
and at the age of 15 he left to work on
a milk run. He went on to work as a
window cleaner, cocktail barman,
wine waiter, clerk, car salesman and a
guitarist/backing singer in a rather
hopeless rock band. Eventually, he
got his act together, studied Law and
at 28, owned his own law firm in
Queensland’s far north.
After nine years in the tropics he
became bored with constant blue
skies, gently swaying coconut palms
and scuba-diving on the Great Barrier
Reef, so he sold up and moved with
his family to London. He practised
there for twenty years, specialising in
commercial litigation, mostly at
partner level in the City. In 2004 he
returned to Queensland and now lives
with his wife and daughter in
Mudgeeraba.
Darryl, as an author, has written in his
spare time for as long as he can
remember. Prior to his focusing on
novels, he had a respectable number of
paid articles published in British and
International Magazines. In 2009 he
self-published his novel The Election,
a political thriller. In 2012 he won a
competition with one of his other
manuscripts Calvus and this led to a
publishing contract with Morris
Publishing Australia.
Following another successful

Eight weeks ago, six students from
year 9-11 with their teachers
(pictured) were in the mountains of
Timor Leste. Houses were mostly
thatched huts, no glass windows
and no doors. Some had cooking
fires visible inside, and were
mostly surrounded by dirt and
dust in lieu of gardens and lawns.
The rough dirt winding roads were
single lane (for two-way traffic),
with pot holes big enough for a 4x4
to disappear into, and impassable in
the wet season. Women carry their
babies in slings, and groceries on
their heads. Children are small from
malnutrition. Meals consist of the
one meal a day, mostly rice. Some
of the lucky families grow their own
vegetables, and a few of these are
added.
6

competition win, Darryl then signed a
contracts with a Hong Kong publisher
Custom Book Publications for the publication of three of his novels. A gnus Dei, a
legal thriller was published in February
2014, Sleeping With The Angels, another
legal thriller followed in November 2014
and A Dragon In The Snow will be
released soon.
He continues to write and has a novel, a
screenplay and a pilot episode for a
television series in the pipeline.
Apart from writing Darryl enjoys walking,
swimming, travel, theatre, cinema and, of
course, reading thrillers.
Darryl attends Thursday and Sunday
masses at St Benedict’s and is a Reader
and Leader.
For anyone interested in learning more
about his novels, details are on his
website: www.darrylgreer.com.

Our Lady of the Way Church at Palm
Beach has once again lost a very special
member of our Parish in the recent passing of Joan Leschke. You probably
remember reading about all of Joan’s
tremendous efforts in fundraising to
enable the building of a Church at Palm
Beach over 50 years ago. She did not
stop her diligence when the Church was
built, but continued to be a very active
member in the Parish. There was not a
position in that Church – be it Sacristan,
Reader, Holy Communion Minister,
Coordinator or anything else that she did
not do during her time at Our Lady of
the Way. Joan had the uncanny knack of
picking up on things missed – candles
not lit etc., so that every Mass was set up
perfectly. She was involved in
absolutely everything – and very good at
it too! Joan is sorely missed here on
earth but we know she will be greatly
loved and appreciated in Heaven. Our
entire Parish thanks her for the love and
support.
May Joan rest in peace

Meat is eaten once a month. A buffalo
is killed for a festival or special day.

Children walk down a steep hill to
the river before school to collect
water for home. They then walk
to school over a dirt track with no
shoes and no bags full of lunch.
The classrooms themselves are
little more than concrete rooms –
a real challenge for the teachers.
Amongst all of this, the children
we encountered were beautiful,
kind and excited to practice their
English. Travelling with Catholic
Mission, the students were able to
stay in orphanages, convents and
parishes during the 10 day
journey.

This experience on the Immersion, has changed all our
perspectives on life. Valuable friendships have been
forged, barriers broken down and their place in God’s
plan has been made clear. We are responsible for others
in the world. We are blest to be given the task of
helping them.
from Kylie Mathers
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au

Everyone was delighted to have
members of the Missionary
Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate
Conception – Sister Catherine White
(Australian Congregational Leader),
Sister Clara Condon, Sister Rita
Johnston and Sister Josephine Rush
in attendance for the opening.
They recognize that these imposing
buildings and the distinguishing
Franciscan signage re-state our Mission
as a Catholic school, inspired by the
person and vision of Jesus, with St
Francis of Assisi, his Peace Prayer and
Deus Meus et Omnia – My God and my
all – pointing the way for all.
To be at this point, and to share it with
the Sisters, following the difficult
Christmas of 2013 when the original
buildings, chapel and convent were
demolished, is very special. The
students who started in Year 7 and 8 this
year received a Tau, (a crucifix that St
Francis wore) blessed during the
Liturgy. In future years a Tau will be
presented to each year 7 student to
introduce them to the Franciscan
spirituality and the story of Marymount.

representing the Hon Kate Jones
Minister for Education, and Ms Karen
Andrews MP Member for McPherson
Assistant Minister for Science. This
reflected the very significant contributions
by the College $4.2m, Qld. Government

$3.8m and Federal Government
$1.9m.The Executive Director of
Brisbane Catholic Education, Ms Pam
Betts, and Paul Allen, Director of School
Services for BCE Schools South also
attended, along with other invited
guests.

The Franciscan Centre was built in two
stages. Stage 1, J Block, was finished in
April 2014 and occupied from the start
of Term 2 that year. Stage 2, K Block,
was completed in April this year and
occupied from the start of Term 2. J and
K Block share a lift and major stairwell.
The Franciscan Centre was Blessed and
Offically opened by Bishop Oudemann,
Fr Ken Howell, (pictured right), Mr
Linus Power MP Member for Logan,

A beautiful sunny spring day, with
abundant bird life ad flowering
Jacaranda trees on the lake at Clear
Island Waters, set the scene for some 50
participants, coming from all over the
Gold Coast Brisbane and Northern
NSW.
The programme for the day began and
ended with a session of meditation called
“Stepping into Silence”. The programme
was also
designed to allow all the presenters to
share their journey, enabling attendees to
walk the path with each presenter through
photos, personal experiences, and
learnings.

An introduction to Sacred Dance and
Meditation with audience participation, was
led by Judith Keller. Judith had travelled to
Perth, Western Australia to pursue her
interest in Sacred Dance with a visiting
lecturer and dancer from England.
A lexio Divina—“Emmaus Walk with
Jesus” was given by Chris Kennedy. Chris
Kennedy shared his experience of walking
part of the Ignatian Pilgrimage in Spain this
year.
Bernadette and James Stewart presented
their experiences as pilgrims walking the
Camino de Santiago and attending the
Monte Oliveto Retreat in Tuscany.

Bernadette presented “Images of
Camino de Santiago” describing her
journey, emphasizing the need to be a
pilgrim rather than a tourist. She
shared the powerful impact of walking
for days in nature and recounted
stories of pilgrims met on the way.
James followed with his presentation
on “Nexus between Pilgrimage and
Meditation” as being times when
inner and outer journeys become one.
“opening the heart to One/Spirit”
A day of abundance, journeying
together—A Pilgrimage to the Heart.
from Paul Gilroy
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Congratulations to all students. The 2015 Annual Awards was a wonderful night well produced by
the team of Mr Connor, Ms Anderson, Mrs Howe, Mr
Browne, Mr Shaw and Mrs Powell.

The evening was a fine production that opened with a
medley of songs from the College Musical,
Hairspray and a reflective prayer, beautifully
illustrated in a dance choreographed to the Canticle of
St Francis. Speeches by Fr Ken Howell, Principal,
Mr Chris Noonan, and Mr Bill Williams, President of
the P&F followed.
Presentation of Academic Awards for Outstanding
Achievement and Academic Proficiency for students
at each level were followed by presentations for
Outstanding Awards and the College Major Awards.
Some of the Awards presented were: Carolyn
Dougherty Award; The College Community Award;
the Colin Davidson Award for Excellence in
Mathematics, Rivers Art Award and The ADF Long
Tan and Leadership Award:

Bound for TIMOR

The loading of the container bound

for Timor Lest and Ossu shows the culmination of many hours of fundraising,
and the many volunteers who collected the desks, chairs, tables, sports
equipment, resources (i.e computers, stationery, printers etc) for teachers and
musical equipment including a piano, for both St Teresinhas’s Junior High
school and the Parish Primary School. This precious cargo also contains
religious books donated by a parish family for the Seminary Library in Dili.
There were also goods for the Bairo Pite Clinic Dili, teaching resources for the
Loreto Kindergartens at Gari-uai and St. Lukas’ Orphanage Ossu and chairs for
the Ossu Parish Mission Stations.
The Burleigh Heads Social Justice Group expresses their deep gratitude to all
parishioners who have been so generous in their support of the fund-raising,
attending the film “Beatriz’s War” and donating goods for the shipment to
Ossu.
We wish each and everyone of you God’s blessing as we all approach 2016.
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