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Let us go  
Rejoicing 

to the 
House of 
the Lord 

After all these years it is now a 

reality: Mary, Mother of Mercy 
Church!  Our Parish now has 
its focal point church building 
which it has lacked for some 
years. 

The Dedication liturgy on March 
10 was a great occasion for the 
Parish, as we came together with 
our Archbishop to permanently 
dedicate this worship place to the 
Glory of God.  So many people 
have been involved in the  
provision of these buildings; may 
they always be about “bringing 
people together” to praise God in 
the Mass and Sacraments and for 
the building up of the faithful in 
Christ.  May this be forever our 
quest as we become more  
convinced of our mission for the 
sake of the Kingdom of God.  

Mission accomplished!? No!  We 
now have the facilities, but these 
are nothing without people  
engaging in the mission of Jesus. 
How can we best use our new 
Pastoral Centre?  How will we 
welcome people into this new 
church?  How can we invite 
people back to the faith of their 
baptism, especially those who 
don’t regularly worship on  
Sunday?  These questions are not 
only for the Mother of Mercy 
community, but for each of the 
five churches that form this one 
large Parish. Come, Holy Spirit! 

Our sincere thanks to each and 
every person that has contributed 
in any way to provide these  
marvellous facilities. Blessings on 
every family in our community 
for a new future filled with God’s 
abundant blessings. 

Finally, I thank you for the 
support and encouragement that 
you have given to me during these 
past 4+ years as your Parish 
Priest.  What a blessing to have 
had your faith surrounding me!  
As your prayers have carried me 
 

 I ask you to continue to support me in this way as I prepare for 
the Episcopal ministry that I now have been called to. 
I very much look forward to renewing our friendships as I visit 
Burleigh Parish in the future. Let us pray for each other. 

 Easter Blessings,        Ken Howell PP 
Fr Ken Howell with Fr Evaristo from   
Burleigh Heads sister Parish Ossu,  
Timor.. 

CONGRATULATIONS  

& WELCOME TO OUR 

Catechumens: - 

 Tracie Morrison 
 Kiara Hosemann 
 Michael Hosemann 
Tania Egan,  due to previous 
holiday arrangements will 
be received into the faith at  
Pentecost.   
The Candidates:- 

 Amy Ryan 
 John Hankin 
 Glen Sneddon 
as well Kyle Smith   

journeyed with our Burleigh 
Parish RCIA for many months 
but returned home to his  
family in W.A.  His family, 
Mother, Father, Sister and 
Brother were received into the 
catholic faith in October 
2016.  Kyle's family will  
support him at his initiation at 
the Easter Vigil. 

Fr Ken with Sr Elizabeth catching up after the dedication. 
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Parishioners attending the last Mass at the  Doyle Centre. 
March 5 would be the last time these people would help to roll 
up the carpets put away chairs, organs, electrical systems altars 
and props as has been done for the past 17 years.  The  
photograph paints a happy pose. 

With such an occasion 

as a new church, Catholic 
Life asked parishioners 
what their thoughts were 
of the dedication Mass 
and here is what they 
said. 

The Archbishop’s remark 
that “Fr Pat Molony and Fr 
Ken Howell are like chalk 
and cheese.” However it is 
the combination that has 
created this beautiful 
Mary, Mother of  
Mercy Church. How true. 

The Archbishop also made 
the comment that “his  
suggestion for the new 
Church had been Our Lady 
on the Coast, but his sug-
gestion was HOWELL ed 
down.” 

“An eye opener for us as 
we had never been to a  
dedication ceremony  
before.” 

“Was pleased to see that Fr 
Pat Molony was  
acknowledged for his role 
in the new church.” 

“Very pleased we returned 
to be part of the congrega-
tion, a really good night for 
us all.” 

“The Mary, Mother of  
Mercy statue is beautiful 
and I loved the concept of 
it.  I found the empty centre 
of the church made me feel 
a long way from the altar. 
In one of the back rows I 
had to rely on the screens as 
I couldn’t see the altar.  I 
look forward to being able 
to walk around and have a 
better look.” 

The Comments 

the priesthood and find it even 
better than they had expected, 
and that most, if given the 
choice, would choose to be 
priests again in face of all this 
obnoxious PR the church has 
been receiving. 
    

The Catholic Church is bleeding 
from self-inflicted wounds.  The 
agony that Catholics have felt 
and suffered is not necessarily 
the fault of the Church. You have 
been hurt by a small number of 
wayward priests that have proba-
bly been totally weeded out by 
now and a number of bishops 
who failed to act.  Walk with 
your shoulders high and your 
head higher. Be a proud member 
of the most important non-
government agency in the United 
States. 
  

Then remember what Jeremiah 
said:  ‘’Stand by the roads, and 
look and ask for the ancient 
paths, where the good way is and 
walk in it, and find rest for your 
souls.”   Be proud to speak up 
for your faith with pride and  
reverence and learn what your 
Church does for all other  
religions. 
  
 

Be proud that you are a  
Catholic! 

 

Excerpts of an article written 

by non-Catholic:  Sam Miller – 
a prominent Cleveland Jewish 
business man: 
  

“Why would newspapers carry on 
a vendetta on one of the most im-
portant institutions that we have 
today in the United States, namely 
the Catholic Church? 
  

Do you know – the Catholic 
Church educates 2.6 million  
students every day at the cost to 
that Church of 10 billion dollars, 
and a savings on the other hand to 
the American taxpayer of 18 
billion dollars.   The graduates go 
on to graduate studies at the rate 
of 92%.  The Church has 230  
colleges and universities in the 
U.S. with an enrolment of 700,000  
students. 
  

The Catholic Church has a  
non-profit hospital system of 637 
 hospitals, which account for  
hospital treatment of 1 out of  
 

THANK YOU  
from Catholic Life. 

 
THANK YOU to Mrs 

Julie Briggs for the  
support she has given this 
periodical.  We wish her 

and her family all the 
best in their endeavours 

as she leaves us after 
almost three years in the 

Parish Office.  

We wish her replacement 
Ms Karen Perry every 
success as she joins the 

office team. 

 

Be proud 
that you’re 

a 
 Catholic.”   

every 5 people – not just  
Catholics - in the United 
States today.   
  

But the press is vindictive and 
trying to totally denigrate in 
every way the Catholic 
Church in this country. They 
have blamed the disease of  
paedophilia on the Catholic 
Church, which is as irrespon-
sible as blaming adultery on 
the institution of marriage. 
  

Let me give you some figures 
that Catholics should know 
and remember.  For example, 
12% of the 300 Protestant  
clergy surveyed admitted to 
sexual intercourse with a  
parishioner, 38%  
acknowledged other  
inappropriate sexual contact 
in a study by the United  
Methodist Church, 41.8% of 
clergy women reported  
unwanted sexual behaviour; 
17% of laywomen have been 
sexually harassed.  Mean-
while, 1.7% of the Catholic 
clergy has been found guilty 
of paedophilia.  10% of the 
Protestant ministers have been 
found guilty of paedophilia. 
  

This is not a Catholic 
 problem. 
  

A study of American priests 
showed that most are happy in  

The Final Day 

March 5 would see 

the last two Masses 
celebrated at the 
Doyle Centre. 

Co-Ordinator Josee 
Hill addressed the 
congregation 
giving them an overall 
account of the past 17 
years.  Much thanks 
would go to her loyal 
band of workers who- 
“accepted their  
Baptismal  
responsibility to build 
a community of 
friendship and hospi-
tality, centred round 
many hours over the 
years of  
setting up the sacred 
space.”  This team 
was honoured by lead-
ing the entrance pro-
cession.  Josee added 
that:- “they had 
worked hard to enable 
the faith  
community of  
Burleigh Waters to be 
built.” 

Josee also gave credit 

to the parishioners of 
the 5.30pm Mass, 
who stay afterwards 
to put away the 
equipment. 

A further vote of 
thanks was  
acknowledged to 
those who have  
left the Parish, the 
variety of priests 
who have shared 
their ministry, and to 
the Marymount 
School community. 

After 17 years where 
the Doyle Centre 
Basketball Court 
was changed into a 
place of worship,  
the community will 
move to Mary  
Mother of Mercy 
Church on Sunday 
12th for its first 
Mass. 

Marymount College 
provided a huge 
cake for the  
celebration after 
Mass.  
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 When asked to  
interview a couple at Ozanam 
Villa, naturally Catholic Life 
took up the offer.  Over the 
past twenty periodicals we 
have told many stories 
through our Parish Profiles.  
Some younger, some older, but 
all with interesting lives.   

 This Parish Profile takes 
us on a round trip throughout 
Queensland, from the central 
west, the east coast, north west, 
back to the central west and 
finally settling here in the south 
east.  Just before Christmas and 
after their 69th Wedding  
Anniversary on the 25th October, 
2016, Catholic Life sat with 
Tom and Olive Boland to hear 
their story. 

At the age of 92 Tom has a  
remarkable memory and  
detailed his life from his  
infancy.  Born in Charleville but 
moved to Emerald with his  
family in 1928, he commenced 
his school life in 1929 at the 
Convent School with the  
Presentation Sisters.  In 1942 he 
joined the railway, as did many 
men as the country relied on the 
rail system.  He took the railway 
entrance exam and worked his 
way through from a shunter to  

They were married in the Catholic Church 

by Rev Father John McSherry and lived 

there with their children Michael and Maree 

until Tom was transferred to Cloncurry in 

1957-1959.  This transfer enabled him to get 

his promotion to Engine Driver.  This was 

an exciting piece of news for the interview-

er.  Tom knew the writer’s parents and 

many of the people the writer had grown up 

with.  Both Tom and Olive remarked on the 

friendliness of the town.  Tom’s area of 

work included driving trains east to Julia 

Creek, west to Mount Isa and north west to 

Dobbyn.  There were many small sidings in 

between to serve nearby sheep and cattle 

stations.  The history of the western lines is 

well documented in the website:- Great 

Northern Railway (Mt Isa line) - Wikipedia 
   

In 1959 Tom and his family transferred to 

Emerald and in 1963 the Railway sent him 

back to Gladstone where he continued 

working until his retirement in 1989.  

2001 Tom and Olive moved to the Gold 

Coast to be close to their children and 

grandchildren living in Burleigh Heads.  

They have been residents of Ozanam Villa 

for just on a year.  Catholic Life hopefully 

will be there to celebrate their 70th Wedding  

Anniversary later in the year. 

fireman and eventually Engine Driver for 35 
years.  Spending 47 years in the railway, Tom’s 
first transfer was to Gladstone, and at that time 
the population was somewhere between 5 and 
6,000 people. 

It was in Gladstone that Tom and Olive met. 

Olive was originally from Alpha, and after 

leaving school became a telephonist with the 

Post Office (as it was called then).  She was 

offered a transfer to Gladstone. 
  

It was at a dance, organised by the Catholic 

Church to raise funds for the must needed 

school blown away by a cyclone, that Tom met 

Olive and the rest they say is history.  I asked 

Olive what attracted her and she replied: “he 

was easy to get along with”.  

 Guy Bagot  has lived in 
Mudgeeraba since late 1983 and 
became an active member of  
Burleigh Heads Parish at that 
time.  

Prior to that he had been in the  
Australian Army from which he 
retired officially, in early 1984.  He 
served as an Infantry Officer in 
South Vietnam, Northern Malaya, 
West Germany and England as well 
in postings all over Australia. He 
was surprised to be appointed  
Equerry to HM The Queen in early 
1982 which entailed a very busy 
year.  Fifteen years in business in 
Brisbane followed his Service life . 

He was educated by the Jesuits in 
Sydney in the 1950’s and early 
1960’s, which grounding continues 
to influence his spiritual life.  He  
married Stella in 1972  in Brisbane 
at the Cathedral. They have 4 
daughters who attended  Mary-
mount College over a total period of 
17 years.  Stella was a well known 
Senior English and History teacher 
at Marymount for over 25 years 
from 1988 until her retirement quite 
recently. 
  

Guy (with others) raised the matter 
of Mass returning to Mudgeeraba  

with Fr. Marty Doyle.  In 1984 and quite 
soon after, 150 plus regulars attended  
Sunday Mass for the next 13-14 years in 
various locations in Mudgeeraba, until St.  
Benedict’s was built in 1996, courtesy of 
Fr. Pat Molony’s energy and persistence 
(and aided by some wonderful local  
stalwarts).  

Guy became a Reader/Leader in the mid 
1980’s and continues to do so at St  
Benedict’s today.  He also served on Fr. 
Pat’s inaugural Parish Finance Council for 
a number of years while the St. 
Benedict’s “project” was developed.  

All four of the Bagot girls were Readers at  

Mudgeeraba during their high school years 
and into their University periods. Six of their  
10 children have been christened at St. 
Benedict’s with another recently baptized. 

In retirement, Guy is still an active golfer 
and a senior Technical Official with  
Swimming Australia and Swimming  
Queensland.  He is often on the pool deck at 
the Gold Coast and Inter School Swim 
Meets, which keeps him in touch with young 
people.  He also regularly addresses local 
schools in Anzac week each year. 

Footnote:-  St Benedicts 21st Birthday was 
celebrated with Mass last month.. 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      
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Out and about the Parish 

Ozanam Villa was host to the clergy (pictured) who 
presided over a Liturgy telling the Christmas Story 
through the Gospel.  The clergy give of their time 
to enhance Christmas for the Residents in their re-
tirement years.  Voluntary Chaplain Mrs Joan  
Morson arranges this event yearly. 

Fr Dantus said Mass at The Terraces Retirement Home for the  
Catholic Residents in December to celebrate Advent/Christmas.  
Mrs Jan Zimmerman arranged for Christmas music to 
 accompany the Liturgy. 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      

 

Before and after  
 photographs of the 
Ossu Buildings   
refurbished with funds  
from their sister Parish 
Burleigh Heads. 

Social Justice Committee of Burleigh Heads. 

A milestone was reached 

in January of this year for 
the Timorese students at 
the St.Teresinha’s  Parish 
of Ossu, Timor Leste. 
   

After five years plus of the 
work of the Social Justice 
Committee of Burleigh 
Heads, members Sue and 
Bren Milsom and Jocelyn 
and Tom Bourke travelled 
to Timor to be part of the 
celebrations for the opening 
of the new Junior High 
School buildings.  They 
were honoured to be asked 
to cut the ribbon and hand 
over the keys of the new 
building to Bishop Basilio 
of the Baucau Diocese. (see 
photograph with  
Father Evaristo Da Costa). 

Commitment to the project 
over this time has been the 
cornerstone to the fruition 
of the buildings.  Over the 
ensuing years there was a 
dream which became a 
reality when the Social 
Justice Action Group 
Burleigh Heads Parish, 
Marist Solidarity and 
Rotary joined together in a 
team effort to bring about 
the new buildings. 
(see photograph). 

  

The fundraising the 
Social Justice Team did 
in the Burleigh Heads 
Parish consisted of  
Donation Cards in all 
our churches, which  
provided a tax  
deduction, and stalls set 
up to sell craft work 
from the Ossu Ladies 
Craft Group.  There was 
weaving, jewellery and 
bags etc.  A Website 
was also setup to help 
with the fundraising. 

2015 and 2016 saw the 
raising of $40,000 as 
part of the parishes  
commitment to the  
project.  In January of 
last year a container  
delivered many donated  

items. 

It was pleasing to see 
Fr Evaristo Da Costa 
visit our Parish for the 
opening of Mary  
Mother of Mercy 
church, and take the  
opportunity to visit the 
Mass centres to thank 
Burleigh Parish for 
their generosity and 
hospitality.  An open 
invitation was ex-
tended to all to visit 
Ossu sometime in the 
future.  It is hoped that 
some Senior Students 
will participate in an  
Immersion Visit to  
Timor Leste including 
Ossu this September. 
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November 7, 2016 after the 9:00am Mass at  
Calvary Church parishioners gathered at  
Barchino's for the usual Monday morning cuppa 
and also to celebrate Fr Stephen's birthday. 

Many gathered after the 10am Mass at the 
Doyle Centre the following Sunday for Father’s  
farewell.  Fr. Stephen left the next week to take 
up his Parish Priest position at Kingaroy. 

 

 
 

 
At a recent Pastoral Council meeting, Fr Ken welcomed Fr Evaristo and Floriano Fatima who were 
visiting from our sister Parish of Ossu.  Fr Evaristo extended his thanks for the relationship between 
our two parishes which began in 2011.  St Teresinha’s Catholic High School opened in January 
2017 and Fr reiterated his gratitude for the Burleigh Parish’s sacrifice and hard work to help the 
poor in Ossu, particularly noting the efforts of Sue and Bren Milsom along with Marist Solidarity. 
The school is now a wonderful place for the youth to receive an education, an education we take for 
granted here in Australia.  Fr Evaristo expressed to the Council, “We are not one land, but we are 
one in nation, clothed in Christ.” 

With the first stage of reconstruction completed, Fr Evaristo asked Fr Ken and the Pastoral Council 
to continue the relationship between our two parishes, which was assured.  Looking forward to 
2018, the Pastoral Council will look at members visiting Ossu to discuss the organisation of our 
Council and Fr Evaristo is keen also for teachers of Ossu to visit Marymount Primary and College 
to learn and study from each other.  With the immense suffering and troubled times the people of 
Ossu have experienced, their deep faith in God, hope and endurance of the human spirit is truly an 
inspiration and personifies what it means to be ‘Clothed in Christ.’  Thank you to Fr Evaristo and 
Flori for taking the time to visit the Pastoral Council and share their story. 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      

Birthdays and Farewells Out and about the Parish 

The Annual November Memorial 
Mass to pray for the deceased  
parishioners was held at Infant 
Saviour on Thursday 24th  
November, with a light supper  
following. 

A special invitation was extended 
to the families of our more recent 
deceased to join in this time of 
thanksgiving for the life and  
influence of their departed loved 
ones. 

The large cross was again the  
centre piece where families were 
invited to place a flower as seen 
below with Jan Zimmerman and Fr  
Stephen Camiolo. 

Family and Friends came from far 
and wide to celebrate Mary Agnes 
Kelly’s (pictured) 100th Birthday 
at a Mass organised by her  
daughter Carmel. 

Fr. Terry Hickling together with 
Fathers Ken Howell and John  
Maher concelebrated the Mass at 
St Benedict’s Mudgeeraba.  Mary 
has been living here on the Gold 
Coast these past five years, but 
prior to that she was a very active 
member in the church in the town-
ship of Warwick. 

Just prior to the end of Mass, Fr 
Ken presented Mary with a Papal 
blessing from Rome. 
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 the annual SVDP 
retreat day at Marian 
Valley; and the annual 
luncheon for retired 
SVDP members and 
loyal supporters. 

Not long after his  
Australia Day Award, 
Jim, always the keen 
sportsman, suffered a 
mild stroke on the 18th 
fairway of the  
Coolangatta -Tweed 
Golf Course.  Then, 
later in 2008, he moved 
from Palm Beach into 
an independent living 
aged care unit at 
Caloundra Rise run by 
the Knights’ Southern 
Cross Care.  Our loss 
was their gain.  Soon, 
he was busy once more 
- this time organising 
the chapel, and  
managing the bar  
facilities. 

Dementia and then 
complications after a 
hip operation finally 
took him away from us, 
On the 11th January this 
year, he was received 
into God’s loving arms 
aged 90. 

This parish thanks God 
for the gift of Jim’s 
presence amongst us 
and extends to his six 
children and their  
families and his friend,  
Marie Hooton, our deep 
appreciation for sharing 
this inspirational man 
with us. 
  

St Vincent de Paul  
Society Conference – 
Burleigh Heads. 

Jim Patrick  
Howard  

(OAM) 
28/03/1926 – 
11/01/2017 

 Jim was a wonderful 
Catholic and a great 
organiser.  In the New 
Year’s Honours List of 
2007, he was awarded 
an Order of Australia 
Medal in the General 
Division for “Catholic 
Church social support”. 

Jim was a long-time 
member of the Knights 
of the Southern Cross. 
He was instrumental in 
that organisation’s  
establishment of aged 
care facilities in  
Victoria.  Not long after 
retiring to Palm Beach, 
Jim lost his wife, Pete, 
of many years, and so 
began a time of new 
adventures, mostly as-
sociated with social 
activities in the church. 
These included  
maintenance of the 
Trees Road Cemetery, 
and continuing with the 
Knights on the Coast. 

When activities of the 
Knights began to slow, 
Jim decided to follow 
his own father’s  
example of lifetime 
contributions in social 
matters.  For some 
years, he served as 
treasurer of the  
committee supporting 
the local Community  

Development Worker 
In 2001, he joined our 
Infant Saviour  
Conference of the Socie-
ty of St Vincent de Paul.  
He became President in 
2002 and immediately 
began to review and  
reorganise its traditional 
ways of operating.  A 
telephone line was  
installed and he  
obtained a grant for our 
first fax machine to  
improve communication 
with the St. Vincent de 
Paul Help Line. 

Jim led by example and 
inspired members with 
his moto “RESPOND”  
  

Activities introduced in 
the conference during his 
tenure were: 

 the second-hand 
bookstall in Rotary’s 
James Street Solstice  
Markets (to raise money 
and remind locals that 
the Catholic presence in  
Burleigh was alive and 
well despite that it was 
without a church build-
ing at that time. 

 the annual picnic for 
refugees at Tallebudgera 
Creek with the help of 
Marymount and SLSC. 

Happy New Year to all the Burleigh Heads Parish 
in this the year 2017.  Catholic Life (our first 
 issues for the year) hopes that for all it will be a 
year of fulfilment of prayers answered. 

Liam Larkin, son of Chris and Shona has obtained 
a University nursing placement in Laos which he is 
now attending.  Liam and his family are very much 
part of the Calvary Church community and he 
served as an altar boy together with his brothers for 
many years.  We wish the former Marymount  
student the very best in his studies. 
 
Fr Evaristo and Floriano  (friend/ interpreter) 
travelled from our sister parish St Teresinha, Ossu 
to Burleigh Heads for the opening of Mary Mother 
of Mercy Church March 1st.  We hope that they 
have enjoyed their stay and have been able to meet 
many of you, prior to their return on March 18th. 
  

During February Palm Beach Community  
welcomed back their organist Mrs Carmel Meldon 
after her lengthy stay in hospital for rehabilitation. 
Carmel will continue to be part of the Music 
Ministry at that church and we wish her continued 
good health. 

Familiar faces were seen at the opening night of 
the new Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.  Sr Moira 
Broderick, Sr Pauline, Klara and Keith Furniss, Fr 
Lucius, Fr Chris Hanlon, Fr Mark Franklin, Fr 
John Conway, Fr Peter Brannelly Fr Huong, and Fr 
Rafal, to name a few.  Acquaintances were made at 
the supper that followed. 

Congratulations to all the students of Marymount 
School and their Teachers who took any part in the 
opening of the new church. The supper, ushering, 
Marymount Choir, Altar Servers all have been 
appreciated by the Parish. THANK YOU! 
 
Time and effort is spent bringing together three 
choirs such as was seen at the opening of Mary 
Mother of Mercy Church.  A special THANK 
YOU to Mr Anthony Young, the musicians and 
the St Lawrence students (who travelled from 
Brisbane to be part of the celebrations).  Mr 
Paul Faughey on piano, accompanied Anthony, 
Miss Jodie Young and the Marymount Students 
Choir, Mrs Cathy Carroll and Mrs Gail Young 
who led the Burleigh Heads Parish Choir.  All 
the choirs were ably brought together to lead 
the assembly under the baton of Mr Will 
Brown. 

   
Something about Easter Eggs!! 
Eggs were regarded as a symbol of fertility and 
new life long before it was incorporated into  
Christianity.  In the Iranian New Year, Nowruz, 
eggs have been used to depict life bursting out 
from the cold days of winter as spring begins.  In 
Christianity, eggs are symbolic of the resurrection 
of Jesus.  The hard shell represents the sealed tomb 
of Christ and the cracking of the shell embodies 
the resurgence of Jesus.  Moreover, Easter is a day 
of feasting, as eggs and meat are abstained from 
during Lent.  Egg decoration, egg hunts and egg 
rolling are age old practices that have continued to 
date. 

 

 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      

A little bit of News 

Happy Easter to all  

http://www.maqors.com/cgi-bin/click.pl?cid=nl010444201705&lid=98836&uid=199435596
http://www.maqors.com/cgi-bin/click.pl?cid=nl010444201705&lid=98837&uid=199435596
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Year 6 students were 
formally recognised as 
leaders for 2017 as the 
whole school came 
together for a special 
liturgy.  Fr Ken led this 
prayer liturgy and 
blessed the Year 6  
students and their  
badges.  These badges 
remind the students of 
the responsibility that 
comes with this role as 
they interact with others 
in their everyday lives. 
As part of their leader-
ship role, the students 

As a culmination of receiving their leadership  
badges, our Year 6 children and their teachers  
travelled to St Kevin’s at Benowa to gather with 
Year 6 students from all the Catholic schools on the 
Gold Coast.  This day is symbolic in its recognition 
of the students as leaders of their perspective 
schools.  We began the day with a liturgy, followed 
by leadership building activities.  

Four students represented Marymount Primary 
at the launch of Project Compassion at St  
Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane on Shrove  
Tuesday.  The Mass was led by Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge with the students joining other 
students from schools across the Archdiocese.  

We welcomed Fr 
Evaristo Da Costa 
and Florio Fatima 
from Timor Leste at 
assembly. Sue and 
Bren Milsom and 
Joselyn Bourke 
from the Burleigh 
Heads Parish  
accompanied Fr 
who spoke to the  
children about Ossu 
Parish and thanked 
them for their generosity. 

Fr presented Greg Casey with a tai representing the friendship between our two 
parishes. A beautiful hand crafted cloth was also presented for our prayer space. 
We look forward to continuing the relationship with our sister Parish of Ossu and 
St Teresinha’s Junior High School. 

 Tommy Gloftis, 
Lucy Whatmore, Levi 
Carroll, Layla 
O’Mahoney, Malachai 
Tomlinson and Oscar 
Tuckett helped Fr Ken 
to unveil (unofficially) 
the Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Statue which 
featured in both the 
print media and on  
television.  These little 
media stars did a  
wonderful job  
portraying the beautiful 
Mary, Mother of Mercy 
statue. 

Marymount Primary School 

Year Six Leadership Liturgy  

will be engaging in  
activities throughout the 
year that highlight  
practical ways of 
providing outreach to 
others, both at school 
and the wider  
community.  As Year 6 
leaders, the students will 
be challenged to lead the 
other students at Mary-
mount with our Marian 
expectations; to make a 
difference, act  
responsibly, respect  
everyone and to say yes 
to faith and learning.  

Launch of Project Compassion-  

St Stephen’s Cathedral and  

Ash Wednesday 

Following the Mass, the stu-
dents were commissioned by the 
Archbishop in their role this 
year as members of the Social 
Justice Crew.  Archbishop Mark 
said to the students,  

“The world as we know it is a 
world in which too few people 
have too much and the vast 
majority of human beings on 
this planet, have far, far too 
little, some not even enough to 
live.  The imbalances of this 
world are spectacular, some-
thing that we can miss and fail 
to see, living here in Australia.” 

The following morning on Ash 
Wednesday, children and their 
families represented Marymount 
Primary at 7.00am Mass at  
Infant Saviour to receive the 
blessed ashes to bring back to 
school where a whole school 
liturgy was held. 

Gold Coast Catholic Schools Year 6  

Leadership Day 

Welcome to 
Fr  Evaristo 

Unveiling Mary, Mother 

of Mercy Statue 
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College Vice-Captains: Jack Mallory, Hope Brass 
College Captains: Sarah McKean, Eshwin Rangesh 

Sport Captains: Rory Impellizzeri, Lauren Stevenson  
Cultural Captains: Thomas Weatherall, Matilda  
Anderson  
Academic Captains: Tomi Csiki-Bege, Rachael O’Connor  
Spiritual Captains: Reece Jackson , Lahni Biggins 

Allambee House Captains: Ronan Hill, Taylah 
Mackintosh  
Katandra House Captains: Cooper Miskell, Elaine 
Blackwell  
Patanga House Captains: Nico Sheck, Casey Rob-
erts 
Bulimah House Captains: Dean Burge, Mia Beasley  

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      

College Captains and Vice Captains for 2017.  Congratulations 


