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Welcome to “the Padre”
From Fr Morgan

Thank you to everyone who

has welcomed me to the parish
as your 6th Parish Priest. It is a
blessing and takes a while to get
to know and understand such a
large parish – but I’m up for the
challenge. The Parish has so
many wonderful volunteers and
people working in very different
missions and knowing how to
support and encourage them is
important. One area I do know
is that people want to hand
ministry over to others so we
need to encourage others to
come forward and place their
gifts at the service of the God’s
Parish mission.

Sometimes things can pass me
by and I’m not even aware of an
event or person. One of the
events that passed me by the
other day was Pope Francis’
World Day of the Poor. In Pope
Francis’ homily that Sunday he
asked a very good question –
“How, in practice can we please
God?”
When we want to please someone dear to us, for example by
giving a gift, we need first to
know that person’s tastes, lest
the gift prove more pleasing to
the giver than to the recipient.
When we want to offer something to the Lord, we can find
his tastes in the Gospel. Jesus’
preference is always for the
marginalized and the poor.
Jesus says, “Truly I tell you that,
just as you did it to one of the
least of these my brothers, you
did it to me” (Mt 25:40).
These least of our brethren,
whom he loves dearly, are the
hungry and the sick, the stranger
and the prisoner, the poor and
the abandoned, the suffering
who receive no help, the needy
who are cast aside. On their
faces we can imagine seeing
Jesus’ own face; on their lips,
even if pursed in pain, we can
hear his words: “This is my
body” (Mt 26:26). In the poor,
Jesus knocks on the doors of our
heart, thirsting for our love.
When we overcome our

A welcome combined with an end of the year “Pot Luck” Dinner. (inset) The drawing of the Raffle.
indifference and, in the name
of Jesus, we give of ourselves
for the least of his brethren,
we are his good and faithful
friends, with whom He loves
to dwell.
There, in the poor, we find the
presence of Jesus, who,
though rich, became poor (cf.
2 Cor 8:9). For this
reason, in them, in their weakness, a “saving power” is present. If in the eyes of the
world they have little value,
they are the ones who open to
us the way to heaven; they are
our “passport to paradise”.
For us it is an evangelical duty
to care for them, as our real
riches, and to do so not only
by giving them bread, but also
by breaking with them the
bread of God’s word, which is
addressed first to them.
To love the poor means to
combat all forms of poverty,
spiritual and material. It will
also do us good. Drawing
near to the poor in our midst
will touch our lives. It will
remind us of what really
counts: to love God and our
neighbour. Only this lasts
forever, everything else passes
away.

What we invest in love remains,
the rest vanishes. Today we
might ask ourselves: “What
counts for me in life? Where am
I making my investments?” In
fleeting riches, with which the
world is never satisfied, or in the
wealth bestowed by God, who
gives eternal life? This is the
choice before us: to live in order
to gain things on earth, or to give
things away in order to gain
heaven. Where heaven is
concerned, what matters is not
what we have, but what we give,
for “those who store up treasures for themselves, do not grow
rich in the sight of God”
(Lk 12:21).
So let us not seek for ourselves
more than we need, but rather
what is good for others, and
nothing of value will be lacking
to us. May the Lord, who has
compassion for our poverty and
needs, and bestows his talents
upon us, grant us the wisdom to
seek what really matters, and the
courage to love, not in words but
in deeds.
May the fiat (yes) of Mary the
Mother of God encourage us in
our fiat – be it done to me
according to your word.

Music MINISTRY in 2018

1Chronicle 16:23

“Sing to the LORD, all the earth;
Proclaim good tidings of His
salvation from day to day.”

The Scriptures contains over
400 references to singing and
50 direct commands to sing.
The Music Ministry is a
serious , sacred and important
to our liturgy as are the other
ministries within our worship,
and to this end, it must be of a
very high standard.
We are blessed to have
musicians who are enthusiastic
and eager to share their talents
with others who wish to come
forward and be part of the
team.
Come along to Mary Mother of
Mercy church each week to
enjoy and be educated in the
art of singing for worship to
strengthen the Music Ministry.
Margaret Dunshea
Emma Tantengco
www.burleighheadscatholic.c

Advent Music Workshop Holy Spirit Seminary
-Cathy Carroll,—music coordinator

In preparation for
the Advent season, Deirdre
Frain, Roger Munsie and I
attended this workshop in
Brisbane in September. It
was organised by James
Robinson (newly appointed to
replace Mrs Elizabeth
Harrington on the Liturgy
Commission in Brisbane),
and facilitated by Sr Ursula
O’Rourke and the musicians
from Maroochydore Parish on
the Sunshine Coast, including
Michael Fitzpatrick, Helen,
Jacinta and Lin.
We were encouraged to

participate in singing and in
discussion relating to Advent and
the appropriate Liturgical
processes. There were many
parishes represented at this workshop across the region and we were
given ideas to enhance the liturgies
of Advent.
One such idea is to accompany the
lighting of the Advent Wreath with
song as we do with the responsorial
psalms.
Hymns designed for Advent were
suggested for a more subdued,
restrained form, mirroring the season of Advent and preparing for
something to come.

(Many of the ideas presented are already in use in our Parish
across our five churches.) The energy and encouragement we
experience with other like-minded church musicians and
cantors always results in more informed and enthusiastic
planning and participation in the Music Ministry.
(Above: Cathy Carroll and Roger Munsie)

From the
Burleigh Heads
Pastoral Council

What have I done to
deserve the blessings I
received by having the
opportunity to spend time on my
faith journey with you, my Faith
Family

DID YOU KNOW

Many of the current Pastoral

A farewell to our Parish

from Dave and Heather
Wilson who are making a new
home in Toowoomba.
David has advised Catholic
Life that they will be joining
Thomas Moore Parish,
Toowoomba.

David and Heather Wilson

David says:-

blessed because I have
journeyed with you and hopefully I have been a
positive influence in your
lives as well.

I have been part of the RCIA
journey of faith for 10 years
now, and I will sorely miss
my brothers and sisters in
Christ, particularly those with
whom I have had the
privilege of walking with
through that journey.

I leave with the great
confidence that the
Burleigh Heads Parish is in
safe hands. I say this because
I know many of you
personally and you are the
fuel in my tank, and indeed
the lifeblood of the church.

I was blessed with the
opportunity to be involved
with children in this parish as
well, and each and every one
of them are so special to me. I
have made a lasting friendship with many of the parents
and other family members in
this parish.

There are far too many
people to mention that have
mentored me and guided me
during the many enjoyable
years I was a parishioner
here. A special thank you to
each and everyone.

I have worked with an amazing team in RCIA, the Sacramental Program, Family
Group, Men Alive and the
clergy and ordained. Through
each and every ministry, the
Lord has brought me closer to
him through you, my Faith
Family here in this parish.
Make no mistake, I have been
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Upon reflection, the
question needs to be asked,
“What have I done to deserve the blessings I received
by having the opportunity to
spend time on my faith
journey with you, my Faith
Family”.
This is surely evidence of the
amazing grace of my loving
God. The hardest thing about

our move is that I will miss
my Faith Family.
I am disappointed that I won’t
be around to work with Fr
Morgan in the new phase of
the life of the Burleigh Heads
Parish.
Finally, I have been involved
in children's ministry for
some years now, and in my
work, I visit many youth
groups from other churches.
Believe me, the future of our
church and parish is in great
hands. Please take heart, because the children we have in
our church have such a great
heart and are compassionate.
Some are zealous for Christ in
their own way. Please make
them feel that they belong,
because they do. The
children and youth in our
church compare favourably
with any other faith youth
group. The focus of all the
groups I encounter, is to live
the mission of Jesus and at the
same time live the joy of the
Gospel.
Goodbye and May the peace
of Christ be with you

Council members have been serving our parish community for the
past five years. Members are
Maree Wright (Chair), Josee Hill
(Deputy Chair), Bev Tronc
(Secretary), Joe Theseira, David
Sewell, Grace D’Souza and James
Munro. We endeavour to have
members from each of our five
Mass centres to have consistency
across the parish.
According to the Pastoral Council
Guidelines, a Pastoral Council
technically doesn’t exist without a
Parish Priest. Since Bishop Ken
left in April, the Council has met
each month to support Fr Stanley in
his role as Parish Administrator,
until the arrival of Fr Morgan. Due
to this, members who had to leave
throughout the year for various
reasons, have not been replaced.
Many of the current members have
been serving on the Pastoral
Council for five years and will be
looking at stepping down from
their role and a new executive team
appointed. The Council will be
meeting with Fr Morgan, Fr
Stanley and Fr Dantus in the new
year, to enable the formation of a
new council.
On behalf of the Pastoral Council,
it has been a pleasure serving the
Burleigh Heads Parish community
and we wish you all a blessed
Christmas.
Maree Wright Chairman
www.burleighheadscatholic.co

St Teresinha’s
Parish Ossu.
Timor Leste
After the excitement of seeing Stage 1 of the
School rehabilitation completed and opened
earlier this year, and being in attendance
with Jocelyn and Tom Bourke, Catholic
Mission staff David McGovern and Jessica
Laidler; it is time to start the journey towards
Stage 2.
Father Evaristo Da Costa’s visit in March
was to pass on the heartfelt thanks of his
community and help strengthen the relationship of Prayer, Friendship and Solidarity
between our two parishes.

As Catholics, we are challenged to make an
option for the poor. When we place a priority
on the needs of the poor, we strengthen the
community and promote the common good.
Stage 2 involves building three new classrooms, a library/computer room, and more
toilets. The school water supply will need to
be secured. Donation cards from our
Australian Marist Solidarity partners are
being placed in all the Churches and you are
invited to continue the generous support
given towards Stage 1.
——o0o——
Ann Jimenez gave us an
insight on the plight of the
Vietnamese people on
Mission Sunday.
Despite decades of
struggling with limited
religious freedoms,
Sister Mary Hoaian and
the missionary Sisters of
the Immaculate Heart of
Mary in Nha Trang
Vietnam, work tirelessly to provide critical
community resources such as clean drinking
water for the forgotten farming families
located in the coastal mountain.
Christmas provides us a great way to give a
gift on behalf of friends.
Freecall:1800 257 296

Catholic misionsion.org.au/Vietnam.

Farewell to Fr Stanley

After five months as our Act-

ing Administrator, looking after
this large Burleigh Heads
Parish we will farewell
Fr Stanley.
Catholic Life takes this opportunity to say THANK Y OU Fr
Stanley for your support with regards to this
periodical and your joyful countenance. We
wish you the grace of God as you take up
your new Position.
As advertised parishioners are invited to his
farewell at the Community Hall. after Mass
at Mary Mother of Mercy church Dec31st.

From the Social Justice Group
Parishioners working for Catholic Mission.

Two couples in our Parish

volunteer as Ambassadors for
Catholic Mission. Jocelyn
and Tom Bourke have had
experience with missions in
Timor Leste and PNG and
Sue and Bren have been
working through the Burleigh
Heads Catholic Parish Social
Justice Group to support the
Parish of Ossu in Timor
Leste.
During the Catholic Mission
appeal, both couples attended
other parishes in the Brisbane
Archdiocese and the other
dioceses. They shared their
own experiences of the
mission story focusing on the
country and community that
is being promoted in the current year’s appeal.
In 2016, Sue and Bren
Milsom accompanied 9 other
Catholic Mission facilitators
to Timor Leste to visit a number of different communities
that have had specific
Mission.
The following is one example
of the experiences they were
privileged to share:-

“One night after a long
difficult drive we arrived
late and the people in the
village of Mane-Mori, had
been waiting many hours
to welcome us and
celebrate with our group
the installation of a new
deep well pump and a 34
metre high water- tank,
funded by Catholic Mission. The positive effect
was evident on their community of 650 families
who now had reliable

clean water for
domestic use and for
irrigation to grow some
vegetables. We were
humbled by their joy
and gratitude”.
There is an opportunity
for interested people to
visit Timor Leste including the Parish of Ossu in
May/June, 2018.

Expressions of interest
should be sent to Sue and
Bren Milsom.

07 55224880

Retired after 23
years service
to the Liturgy.

Reported in the Catholic Leader on

June 4th was the retirement of Mrs
Elizabeth Harrington. Over two
decades plus as Education Office with
Liturgy Brisbane (formerly the Liturgical Commission) Mrs Harrington had
come to the conclusion and told the reporter that she thought good Liturgy
was so important to people’s faith life.
She said:“If you do a survey even with young
people they will say good music that
they can sing good preaching and a
sense of being welcomed, that makes
good liturgy for them”.
Mrs Harrington has been to our Parish
on many occasions running workshops
and helping our ministers of all
persuasions.
We wish her well in her retirement and
for those who may not have seen her
story, go to:www.catholicleader.com.au - June 4th
2017.

MORGAN SAVY is St Vincent de
Paul’s Society's South Coast Youth
Engagement and Development Officer.
Her title really describes what she does.
Her area of work covering Brisbane south
down to Coolangatta. Her duties included
the implementation of youth programs
such as Buddies (young youth) and Sense
(older youth) providing particularly to
disadvantaged youth with wholesome
regular activities, community camps and
mentoring. Sadly for the Society, Morgan
has taken up a position in America which
is a wonderful opportunity for her skills.
We wish her all the best SVDP
(Morgan photographed at a recent workshop Clear Island Waters hall).
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.a
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My faith is the most important thing,
in the world, to me. It’s the only thing
that will take me to the new life with
Jesus.

A SIMPLE JOURNEY OF A SEED
By
Doreen Kennedy

My faith’s journey started when I was
five. We went to a Methodist Church and
I went to Sunday School. This beautiful
girl of about fifteen-years-old taught us
the hymn ‘Jesus Loves Me’, and the seed
was sown. When I was ten, I was very
sick; recouping, so I spent the days
watching the Catholic School children
and Nuns across the road. When I was
well, I asked Mum if I could go there
instead of the five-mile walk to my old
school. I walked around to mass every
morning; dreaming of going to
communion myself one day.
In October 1950; after losing everything,
in three floods, in Grafton within months,
Mum, my younger brother Bob, sister
Pam and I moved to Coolangatta.
I left school at thirteen; ‘I didn’t need an
education to love people’, was my
thought. We had a tent and a caravan;
Mum and I got jobs at Bill Golland’s
Hotel. Christmas week we went to work;
only to have a cyclone cross the coast at
Coolangatta. We returned home to find
only a wardrobe standing by itself, we
grabbed the clothes and went back to the
Hotel. We were able to sleep on the
floor, in the hall, until the holidays
finished; Mr Golland found us a flat
across from St Augustine’s church.
I met Frank when I was fourteen; his
Catholic family were pioneering timber
getters from the top of Currumbin Valley
and were now banana growers. I went to
see Fr. John Gerry to become a
Catholic, so be married. Mum tells me I
had never been baptized. As I had heard
the children’s catechism, at school, I had
had enough lessons; so I was baptized,
had first communion confirmation and
married all in a few months in 1955.
We went to live up at the farm. Electricity came to the valley early September; we
still had the party line for many years
after. The family had just bought the
adjoining farm, so we had a home. The
year before a cyclone whipped out the
crop; so things weren’t good. Early in
the year Mum and her friend Dal had
bought the Empire Café at Tweed Heads.
Two weeks after our honeymoon, they
had a bad car accident and I had to go in
and run the place; so I didn’t get home
for months.
The men worked seven long days
straight, for no return; they got the crop
ready to be picked; only to be wiped out
again. Sometime later, Frank was with
Tony Stephens, when the bulldozer, he
4

was Junior Vice, the Archdiocese &
National Team for the National Conference
held in Brisbane. Bern and the team went on
for many years. Louise Young took over from
me.
In 1981 Fr. Doyle gave me his blessings, to
start a Prayer Group, and thirty-six-years later;
countless answered prayers and blessings; we
are still praying together. Norah Zipf and I
are the only original members left; along with
Kath for thirty-years and Pam for twenty-fouryears. We are small in numbers; but powerful
in Prayer. Who would have
believed the growth of that little seed; and it
hasn’t finished.
Frank and I celebrated with our family, sixtytwo-years married on the 24th September;
married by a very young Fr John Gerry;
St Augustine’s Coolangatta 1955. I am still
very much part of Our Lady of the Way community.
An Endless Seed.

was driving, rolled down to the bottom
of the cliff.
Tony and the log went with it. Frank
sat with Tony in the ambulance but he
passed away on the journey, leaving his
wife May and five beautiful sons.
R.I.P. Tony.
Alan was born in September 1956;
Michelle August 1959 and John in July
1964. When we lived up the
valley the Priest would come up to the
Ridgetop and Currumbin Valley
Schools every Thursday for religion
instructions.
When we could afford it, we built our
home; the first clay brick house at Currumbin. We had to go to Darra to buy
the bricks, no one sold them down here,
he was very reluctant to sell them to us
(too close to the salt air). We went
ahead and built a four-bedroom brick
home for 12,000 pounds at number 13.
We had many happy years there, until
1980 when we moved to Palm Beach.
I joined Catholic Women’s League at
Tugun in 1965 and we have had great
fellowship with other branches and
much fundraising to get Marymount
started.
I first met a young Army Chaplain,
when he arrived in Coolangatta, his
name was Frank Shine. He had great
vision.
I changed to Burleigh CWL in 1980 and
took over as President. Fr Doyle
approached me to see if I would
coordinate Care & Concern, but I
declined and said I would be happy to
take on visitations. Bern Lane was our
coordinator, Tony Spinks, Sister
Elizabeth, Desley McManus, Julie
Burns, Julie Moynihan and I took on a
mammoth job. I left in 1986 when I

FOOTNOTE: from Doreen’s daughter
Michelle.
Even though nothing has been mentioned in
her story, Doreen’s true strength and faith is
evident, in the many medical and physical
challenges, she has faced over the years.
Doreen is like an every-ready battery – she
just keeps going on and on. No matter how
she is feeling; she will not sit back and/or use
any excuse, to let someone down; or God forbid – ask for help. Doreen would be the first
person, to be called upon, if you wanted anything done, and know, beyond a reasonable
doubt, it will be a special and magnificent
affair.
The love, care and devotion for Alan, over his
sixty-one-years, has had its challenges. Alan
attends the Endeavour Workshop at Burleigh
Heads, and continues to be cared for and
supported, at home. With the ailing health of
both Doreen and Frank, they continue to love
and support each other, with the help of the
greater family, the best they can.
Did God break the mould when he created my
Mother? I hope that this story will generate a
new seed, being created or even planted; to
reflect God’s work, so that a new generation
can be inspired to know, anything is possible
with faith and dedication to the church.
Sacred Heart Stained
Glass window now
restored
Positioned at the Southern
end of the Devotional Gallery at Mary Mother of Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters.
Originally from St Mallachy’s Church,
Tallebudgera (built 1878). It was presented to
the parish and has been stored in its original
greatly deteriorated wooden window frame in
the old office garage.
The cost of restoration donated by the Dolan families
whose forebears built the original Church of St Mallachy at
Tallebudgera.
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au

THE BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC WOMENS LEAGUE

End of an Era
From Doreen Kennedy Patroness

It is with saddened heart that I

pen this letter; as our branch
closes after fifty-five years of
service to the Parish. A decline
in membership, over the last
eighteen months, with
members moving away from
the area or passing away;
especially the sudden death, of
our beautiful long term
secretary, Margaret Cameron.
Our President Trish Henry and
husband Gordon are leaving to
be closer to family in Brisbane.
Trish came into our lives, only
a few years ago, and has been a
breath of fresh air. We are so
grateful for all her efforts, and
wish Trish and Gordon all of
God’s richest blessings for the
future.
Marcia Robinson has been our
treasurer and Margret Turner
has filled the secretary position
over many years; thank you
both for your continued
service.
When Fr Frank Shine bought
that farmland to build Marymount College; we all thought
he was mad; but it turned out to
be incredible vision. Fr
approached the four southern
branches of the C.W.L—
Coolangatta, Tugun/
Currumbin, Burleigh Heads
and Surfer Paradise to get the
fundraising started.

Many fetes, garden parties,
fashion parades, morning and
afternoon teas, street stalls,
cent-auctions, theatre luncheons were held with all money
raised going to the school.
Funds from one final centauction went towards the tuckshop after the school was
opened.

Thinking we could have a
break for awhile. WE WERE
WRONG!! Fr Shine asked us
to help with fundraising for
Oznam Villa. We held theatre
luncheons at Sundale every
year, which were always a sell
out; all money going to Oznam
Villa.
For many years we provided
funds for Sr Vianney for alter
servers’ vestments;
provided baby layettes for
Sr Elizabeth and Pregnancy
Help; and donated toys for
distribution at Christmas.
The anointing of the Sick Mass
was held on the 1st Friday of
each month; Norah Zipf
prepared the Liturgy and we
provided lunch for up to
seventy-five people; a truly
blessed day.
I have to point out that all food
and prizes, etc have always
been given by members and
friends; and every cent raised
has gone where it was meant to
go. Our fundraising efforts

included our Christmas
hamper; which has run for fiftyfive years. A big thank you to
the workers and everyone who
has helped and/or supported our
Cancer morning teas, fashion
parades and any other function
we have held over the years.
Our deep gratitude goes to
Elizabeth Fowler and Lesley
Clarke who currently run our
Crazy Whist each week. Thank
you to those who co-ordinated
the event previously. Thank you
to those who currently support it,
with the money raised going
directly to the Burleigh
conference of SVDP.

reunion on the 27th September.
We are very grateful to some
younger helpers Greg,
Michelle, Kerry and Jan for
lending a hand.
We will continue our first
Thursday luncheon at the
Burleigh Sports Club in
Christine Avenue; open to any
parishioners who wish to
attend.

Our remaining funds were
distributed in our Parish shared
with Aria Angels; Oznam Villa;
SVDP special works, with the
bulk going to SVDP Burleigh
Parish Conference.

Congratulations to Margaret
Cameron who served for sixty
years, mainly in Tasmania. As
well Joan Leske, Norah Ziph
and I have received our fiftyyear service awards from the
Archdiocese. As we continue
our faith’s journey may we
grow in our service to God,
wherever He has planted us.
We must be active
Parishioners to work for: “The Honour and Glory of God”.

We’ve loved preparing lunch for
the St Vinnies reunion each year;
to thank them for the love,
compassion and service they
provide; and we looked forward
to preparing and serving supper
for their combined Branches

In closing, I say thank you to
our members and helpers for
all your wonderful work, love,
companionship, kindness,
prayers and support through
the years.
God’s blessings always.

Burleigh Blaze
Youth Group
The Burleigh Blaze Youth

Group has been running for 3
years. We have grown and
celebrated our Youth Mass on
the 1st Sunday of every month
between February to November
at Mary Mother of Mercy
Church, 5:30pm Mass. We
celebrated our 29th youth Mass
on the 5th of November 2017.
Once a month on Fridays, the
group gathers at the Parish
Community Centre beside the
church from 6:30pm for
fellowship, where we share our
faith in Jesus, meet new
friends, have fun and games
and share a meal in a safe
environment.

We look forward to 2018 with
great optimism
We welcome new youth leaders
from Marymount College and
the arrival of Fr Morgan. We
are planning to form a youth
band, increasing our choir
members and building on our
membership.
We take this opportunity to
thank the College and Primary
staff members for promoting
our events at the schools, the
parish staff, our musicians for
their support, the celebrating
priests for incorporating the
mass themes in their homily,
the 5:30 Mass crew for their

support, welcoming us to this Mass and everyone who assists with
the after-Mass activities.
We invite all the youth of Burleigh Heads Parish to come and join
in next year! We are certainly looking forward to 2018 to build up
further and grow the kingdom of God in our humble youth group.
We are fired up! We can be contacted at:0430960802 (Iris) or 0412222260 (Joe).
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
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Out and about the Parish
WELCOME TO
COUNTRY
First Mass of Nations
At Our New Church

Didgeridoo music from Aboriginal

team member Clinton, preceded the
Multicultural Mass. It accompanied
the flag procession of all nations
which marched from the community centre
through an Aboriginal Cleansing Ritual of
the Smoking Ceremony (Aboriginal team
members Ruby and Max). to the door of
Mary Mother of Mercy church.
Clinton spoke from the Ambo addressing
the entire congregation in the traditional
greeting of “WELCOME TO COUNTRY”.

This celebration embraced the VISION OF GOD where with great joy and the freedoms
we enjoy in Australia to come together from all nations, and to build community as the
Burleigh Heads Parish Family of Faith.
After the final blessing by presider Fr. Stanley (vested in his colourful Nigerian
chasuble) and the singing of “City of God” all followed the priest out to the community
centre where an array of Ethnic food awaited to be enjoyed by all.
Footnote: A vote of thanks to Josee Hill and her team for the effort of work that proceeds special

celebrations such as this, and also for the story and photos supplied to Catholic Life.

He told of Aboriginal place names in the
Burleigh district and surrounding area, explaining Aboriginal names, identifying
Aboriginal symbols in the natural environment whether it be sea, hinterland or mountain. He spoke with great love for his
culture and country and gave insights of the
spiritual aspects of creation. This story was
shared by all who attended (believed to be
around 500 in the congregation). A prayer
of thanks was given to God for the unity of
all at this special Sunday Mass of all
Nations, blessing the original inhabitants
and those who now call this land home
AUSTRALIA – The great Southern Land
of the Holy Spirit under the Southern
Cross.
Mass began with the entry of the
procession carrying their flags and dressed
in national dress; to a drum beating and
choir singing the African marching song
“SIYAHAMBA”. The Holy Book was
processed by Jim Robertson in his wheelchair surrounded by national dressed
candle bearers, and children, who
normally take part in the monetary offerings every Sunday.
Many languages were heard at the Prayers
of the Faithful, affecting people who heard
their mother tongue.

Pictured is the combined Saint Laurence College Marymount College, and
Marymount Parish choir. The groups came together to provide the music for a

Sunday Mass at the new Mary Mother of Mercy church. It was great to be welcomed into
the worship community and to witness a baptism, confirmation and first communion.
Thanks to Miss Young from Marymount and to Principal, Chris Noonan, Fr. Stanley Orj,
who celebrated the Mass. To Mrs. Leinenga and to the SLC staff Mr. Brown who played
piano, Mr. Leinenga who conducted, Dr. Young who played the organ, and to Mr.
Heshusius and Mr. Hiley for their help with the boys. Great new friendships were formed,
the swim at Burleigh beach was wonderful and the parish hospitality was, as usual, overwhelming.

The Annual Parish Luncheon drew a crowd to the venue of Club Burleigh this year. We show some very happy people
socialising as a church community from all five church communities.
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In our five churches it is always a pleasure to celebrate those days or events which are important
to a particular person or persons. Below are some of our parishioners that had a milestone in
their lives and/or celebrated a certain event and shared it with their church community. Church
is about family contact and a sense of belonging in Christ Jesus.
Marymount Primary School children
being seated at Mary Mother of
Mercy for the start of Holy Mass.

Timor Leste Immersion Marymount College 10th Sept.
at the Community centre at Mary Mother of Mercy
Church with Fr Stanley and Mrs Sue Milsom

The hymns for Mass of the Assumption was ably led by Music teacher, Mr
Mark Wilkins, his drummer Harry, and the choir from Years’ 4,5 and 6
(Insets)

Maureen and Claude Hayson were photographed at a recent celebration of their 69th
Wedding anniversary. Congratulations to a
very well known couple in the Parish

From left:-Esma Haupt and
Margaret Fletch celebrated their
birthdays at the Parish Luncheon

Barry sharing his birthday at the
new community centre at Mary
Mother of Mercy Church
The First
Thursday of the
month
Advertised in the
weekly news-letter
as a Parish
Luncheon held at
The Burleigh Sports
Club. Catholic Life
was on hand to snap
some happy people.
You can be part of
their next one on
December7th,
The Christmas
Party”
“Phone Margaret
07 55358714
www.burleighheadscatholic.co
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Confirmation with
Bishop Ken Howell
Under the revised Archdiocesan Sacramental Policy First
Eucharist was held in June of this year and the Confirmation in
November.
The Confirmation held in 2016 was the last at The Doyle
Centre Marymount. The photograph shows a group of the children
who celebrated this year in the new Mary Mother of Mercy Church
with newly ordained Bishop Ken Howell. In his address to the
congregation and the children, he said he had been looking forward these past four months to coming back to be part of this Sacrament. Close to 100 children who received Confirmation will
continue their journey to First Eucharist in the New Year.

A little bit of News
The life of parishioner Ray Taylor was
celebrated at Our Lady of the Way church,
Palm Beach with a Requiem Mass in
September. It was duly noted in his Eulogy that
Ray was the builder of this very church fifty
one years ago. Ray was appointed builder and foreman of
the project by the then Parish Priest Fr Frank Shine. It was
pleasing to see many of the parishioners there to celebrate
Ray’s Life.

On Saturday 7th October CARE AND CONCERN
celebrated our 34th year of outreach ministry to
the people of Burleigh Heads. Held on the
first weekend following the feast of St Francis
of Assisi, our patron. It is Francis, the carefree
son of a wealthy merchant gave up his inheritance to embrace utter poverty. The morning
commenced with a Thanksgiving Mass,
celebrated by Fr Stanley at Infant Saviour
Church, followed by breakfast at the Burleigh
Heads Surf Club. So rewarding to be able to
give thanks and at the same time have the
opportunity to meet up with new, current and past members.
We were delighted to have Sr Clara (photograph) join us for
the celebrations.


A 100 Year Anniversary

Safeguarding Children –

Parish Implementation commences
Children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from
God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, respect and security
from physical and emotional harm.. They are to be treasured,
nurtured, and safeguarded.
Our Parish has now commenced implementation/rollout of the
Diocesan Safeguarding Policy and Volunteer Registration.
The representative Team are:

Burleigh Heads Catholic Parish Coordinator – Bren Milsom
bmilsom@advantagempc.com.au 0407533048
Calvary Church –Pat Bransdon –
tapxer@bigpond.com - 0755352485; 0487403885
Infant Saviour – Elizabeth Fowler –
efowler@icloud.com.au - 0755350524
Our Lady of the Way – Bob Merrotsy
bobmar7@bigpond.com - 0755342654 0402834362
St Benedicts – Clive Muchamore clive@muchamore.id.au - 0412368347
Mary Mother of Mercy – Bev Tronc –
nanat@bigpond.com - 07 55788861
Volunteer Registration Packs for all volunteers engaged in Ministry in
our Parish will be in our churches on November 25 and every
volunteer is asked to complete and return one. The representatives
above will help you with any questions you may have.
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To spend an hour every
evening for 10 days in adoration
of Our Lord Jesus and honouring
His Holy Mother, Mary was indeed a faith filled spiritual
journey of deep devotion and
prayer. The 10 days for 10 inten-

tions came into being through the
enthusiastic fervour of Fr Dantus as
he proceeded to set the tone of this
Holy Hour for 10 consecutive days
praying each day for a different
intention.

Over this time Infant Saviour Church was well presented
by the parishioners across the five communities. Silence
during Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, filled the
empty places in our hearts; and the singing of Our Lady
hymns (ably led by Geraldine Ryan and Roger Munsie)
filled the church with joy and peace. Many prayers of the
Rosary with Litany of the Mary and Saints were sent to
Heaven which one could say “We stormed Heaven in
prayer”
The Tenth day (31st October) 70 participants saluted
Mary’s Statue with lighted candles, singing “Ave, Ave, Ave
Maria”, then launched into “O Purest of Creatures” as
they processed out of the church. Led by Angela
Williams; holding aloft a framed picture of the Blessed
Virgin, followed by Frs’ Dantus, and Fr.
Stanley the procession moved out of the church to the
community meeting room for a celebration supper,
hospitality and friendship.

A BIG THANK YOU to Josee Hill and Bec Tronc for
their expertise in facilitating the meeting for Extraordinary
Ministers and Readers of the Word at Mary Mother of
Mercy Church in November. Over 70 people attended to
enhance their knowledge of the processes of what is
required before, at and after the Liturgies.
www.burleighheadscatholic.co

INFANT SAVIOUR ST VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE
ANNUAL FRIENDS DAY 2017

Did you Know:World Marriage Day—2018
On Sunday February 11 we will once again
celebrate World Marriage Day at St
Benedict’s Church Mudgeeraba at 11:00am.,
followed by a finger food lunch afterwards.
WMD celebrations continue to grow and
spread to more countries and faith
expressions every year. Its purpose is
declared to be: "W orld Marriage Day honors
husband and wife as the foundation of the
family, the basic unit of society. It salutes the
beauty of their faithfulness, sacrifice and joy
in daily married life”

The Burleigh Conference of
Saint Vincent de Paul had its
Annual Friends Day on
Monday 31st of August.
Retired members and all of those who
volunteer to assist the conference were
invited to join members at this social
event and renew old friendships. This
year there were about 70 guests. Those
included were retired members who
volunteered tirelessly during many years
of devoted service to those in need in our
Parish area. They enjoyed the
opportunity to renew friendships and talk
about “the good old times”. Also invited
were those who serve in the piety stores
in our five churches to provide Catholic
literature, cards, rosary beads, and religious items for the sacramental programs. They also organise the sale of our
Catholic newspapers to assist the wider
church in communicating its news and
mission.
This Conference initiated the Catholic
Migration Advice Service in 2012. MAS
has now extended its services throughout
the Gold Coast as well as Woodridge and
Spring Hill in Brisbane. Its volunteers
provide their expertise to assist those in
need with advice about their visa problems and those who could attend were
welcomed.
With the opening of our new Centre at
Mary Mother of Mercy Church, those
who assisted in setting up our new Centre
were invited and those who could attend
were warmly welcomed.
Members of Ozanam Villa Conference
who minister to the needs of the elderly
residents at the Villa attended. Their
mission in Ozcare Ozanam Aged Care
Home in Matilda Street is to provide
pastoral care for the aged and is an
important mission in our parish.

Rosies
Experience
Rosies was a remarkable
experience that I will cherish for the
rest of my life. From preparing food
to serving it and interacting with the
people, it was a life-changing
experience that I would highly
recommend for everyone to participate
in. I admired the politeness of the
people. They were extremely polite
and grateful when we served the food.

VOLUNTEERS ARE MOST WECOMED

Our Guest Speaker this year was Sr
Melissa Dwyer of the Canossian
Order who spent several years as
Principal of a boarding school in
Malawi, the poorest country per head of
population in the world. Her theme was
“Making a Difference”. The
devastation caused by HIV and poverty
is heart-rendering. Students lucky
enough to be able to attend this school
study from dawn until late at night because they realise that education is one
of the very few ways towards an
opportunity to escape their desperate
situation.
Sr. Mel’s story is a story that should be
heard and told over and over again. It
costs a mere $150 to support a student
and you can contact Sr. Mel if you
would like to support a child by
phoning:-0484 007 508. Brendan Kelly
presented Sr. Mel with flowers and gift
and thanked her for her inspiring
presentation.
Our Parish Administrator, Fr Stanley
Orji, is also our Conference Spiritual
Advisor. He took time from his busy
schedule to join us. Thank you,
Father for always making the time to
join us.
The Burleigh Branch of the
Catholic Women’s League always
volunteer to cater for this event. We
thank them most sincerely for
supplying a delicious repast. It was
most appreciated.

The Theme for WMD :- "Love One Another".
This phrase is the commandment given us by
Jesus in John 15:12.

Prayer for Married Couples

“Father, we thank you for your tremendous
gift of the Sacrament of Marriage. Help us to
witness to its glory by a life of growing
intimacy. Teach us the beauty of forgiveness
so we may become more and more one in
Heart, Mind and Body. Strengthen our
dialogue and help us become living signs of
your love. Make us a sign of unity in the
name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen"


Christmas Masses
Burleigh Heads Catholic Parish
24 December
5pm - Miami
(Redondo Av)
6pm - Burleigh Waters
(3 Sunlight Dr)
6pm - Palm Beach
(11th Avenue)
7pm - Mudgeeraba
(2 Wallaby Dr)
Midnight -Burleigh Heads
(4 Park Av)
Midnight -Burleigh Waters
(3 Sunlight Dr)

25 December
7am - Burleigh Heads
7am - Palm Beach
8.30am - Miami
8.30am - Mudgeeraba
10am - Burleigh Waters

(4 Park Av)
(11th Av)|
(Redondo Av)
(2 Wallaby Dr)
(3 Sunlight Dr)

PLEASE NOTE: NO 5.30pm Mass

I’m glad I took the
opportunity to help Rosies,
otherwise I would have a
minimum understanding of
homeless people on the Gold
Coast. It was an eye-opening
experience that I really
enjoyed; not only did I get to
help those that are less
fortunate, but I also got to
listen to their experiences and
wonderful stories which helped
me to grow as a person.
Leon Wu, Year 12
www.burleighheadscatholic.co
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BLESSING OF NEW
ST VINCENT DE PAUL CENTRE
BURLEIGH HEADS

Fr. Stanley Orji, our Parish
Administrator and Conference
Spiritual Advisor, officially
opened and blessed our New
Infant Saviour Conference
Centre beside Mary Mother of
Mercy Church on the 21st August
2017. Present were Vincentians,
parishioners and representatives
of Marymount Primary School
and Marymount College. It was
an opportunity to remember all
those who had helped to build
our new Church and this centre.
The dream of many has borne
this fruitfulness locally. I am
especially referring to our founding fathers, Fr Frank Shine, Fr
Martin Doyle, Fr Pat Moloney
and now, Bishop Ken Howell.
We have always been greatly
blessed and so generously
supported by our parishioners
and parish councils. We take
this opportunity to thank them
for providing this space so that
we can continue the work inspired by Christ and the founders
of the society, St Vincent de
Paul, St Louise de Marillac,
Blessed Frederick Ozanam and
Blessed Rosalie Rendu.
The members of Infant Saviour
Conference here at Burleigh
Heads wish particularly to thank
Jim Littlefield for his assistance
and our member, Brian
Wilkinson, for managing the
setting up.
We thank our parishioners, Bart
Fitzgerald for volunteering his
time and resources to build our
shelves and Terry McManus for
painting. Thank you Doug
Tronc and Barry and Trish
Hambleton for organising the
transfer of our food and food
parcels here.
We thank David Noon from
Canon at Ramly Drive for
generously donating the setting
up and half the cost for the new
printer/fax machine and the State
Office of St Vincent de Paul for
assisting with the remainder of
the cost through the Volunteers
Grant.
Thanks also go to Kris Martin,
the Executive Officer of the
South Coast Diocese of St
Vincent de Paul Society, for
arranging our signage and
mission
statement
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The teachers, students and
parents of Marymount Primary
School and Marymount
College can always be counted
upon for supporting our mission
and we thank them for their
significant fund raising to pay
for our setting up costs. It has
meant that we did not have to
dip into funds raised to assist
the poor.
Thank you, Brendon Kelly, for
donating the statue of St
Vincent de Paul. This and our
new crucifix selected by Jim
Finnan will continue to inspire
and remind us all off the
sacredness of our mission.
Amongst our guests we welcomed, Noel Sweeney, President of the St Vincent de Paul
South Coast Diocese, Justin
Moynihan, President of the
Gold Coast Region, Patrick
McNally and members of our
Catholic Women’s League.

On behalf of those who are in
need, we thank all who assisted
in any way and ask you to keep
the Society in your prayers.
from Hans van Mosseveld

THANK YOU MARYMOUNT

St Vincent de Paul members

were pleased to accept the invitation to join Marymount College and Marymount
Primary School to the Liturgy
led by Fr Stanley celebrating
Our Lady’s Birthday and Marymount Day.
As usual, it was a joyous
occasion characterised by
prayerfulness and enthusiasm.
The living recreation of the
statue of Mary Mother of Mercy
was a particular highlight. The
students are a credit to their
families, their teachers and their
school.
Marymount never forgets those
less fortunate than themselves.
110 baskets of food were
collected for filling Vinnies
parcels distributed to the poor by
our local conference members.
With some keen student
voluntary effort, the groceries
were soon stacked on the shelves
in our new centre.
On behalf of all those whom we
assist, thank you for your
generous support.
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au

…………..

the year in 2017

Our Swimming Carnival
A day out of the classroom to embrace
talents not only in the water but also in
spirit. With the Swimming Carnival
commencing only on our second day back,
the liveliness, efforts, and skills from all of
the students shone like the sun throughout
the entirety of the day.
Supporting not only your House by dressing
up, but one another in the water.
Taylah Mackintosh, 2017’s Allambee Captain
said:-“When everyone comes together on days
like these, it’s what makes being a House
Captain all worthwhile!” Year 11 student,
Olivia Martin exclaimed that, “At Marymount
it’s not about winning, its about having fun
and doing your best, and that’s exactly what
the atmosphere at the Swimming Carnival
provides.”
Friend or not, our Marymount community will
always make sure you have someone there
cheering you on, to make sure you get to the
end!

The Visit

Every year, we are so privileged to have Pizzey Park as our venue, so that we are able
to have days like these. On behalf of the Class of 2017 - We couldn’t have asked for
a greater last Swimming Carnival!
Peyton Hutchins (Year 12)Insider

Visiting Timor Leste was a once

in a life time opportunity that I do
not regret!
Firstly, it was challenging facing the
realities of how the Timorese live in
such poor conditions. Getting the
chance to have fun and muck around
with the children really showed me
that we didn’t need to speak the
same language for us to be able to
bond and get to know each other.
The whole experience was exciting,
never quite knowing where we were
going next. We were totally immersed into their culture; invited to
three weddings, first communions, a

Funeral of their ex-president’s body
guard and time to play with children
and people our age. We could
discuss with them how they lived
out their day and the challenges they
face. Many of the people had to
walk kilometres to wash their
clothes and collect drinking water.
I loved seeing the smiles on their
faces, that lit up when we sang and
danced together. It was incredibly
rewarding to know that I could help,
even if it was in the smallest way
possible. Hopefully I inspired them
to continue with further study. It
was a life changing experience I
will never forget.
Emily Maxted (Year 11)

Year 11 Retreat – August 2017
Retreat has provided my cohort a unique
opportunity to escape the stresses of
school and spend three days in the peaceful environment of our camps.
We were encouraged to get out of our
comfort zone and interact with other
people whom we normally don’t talk to.
It was also a great chance to learn more
about ourselves and think about the most
important things in our lives, particularly
now, as we have finished our first
semester of senior school.
Ann Deppeler (Year 11)
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
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Jane Greffe wins 2017 QCT
Excellence in Teaching
Following on from receipt of the Brisbane
Catholic Education Excellence in Teaching
award, Mrs Jane Greffe has gone on to also win a
Queensland College of Teachers Excellence in
Teaching Award.
Mrs Greffe has been a dynamic teacher particularly in Home Economics, Hospitality, Food and
Nutrition and Design and Textiles and Early Child
Care, over many years. Her nomination for

Excellence in teaching (4+years) follows
recognition by the Home Economics
Institute of Australia (QLD) with the Home
Economics Teacher Excellence Award
2016.
Mrs Greffe’s comprehensive grasp across
many teaching areas, her passion for Home
Economics in particular and her relentless
drive to engage students so that they learn
and succeed is most effective. It has her
pushing herself with classwork, cocurricula
work and to engage with industry. Her
enthusiasm is infectious.

The Fete
Very early on Saturday morning
we needed to decide whether to
postpone this year’s Marymount
Spring Fete, or go ahead. We
knew there would be some rain,
but with everything ready to go,
we decided to press on. The rain
began pouring mid-way through
set up, causing delays to the start
of rides and stalls. Luckily the
sky cleared and people came out
to support the school’s fund

Awards Night
As a recipient of the 2017

Award’s Night, I write on
behalf of all students
acknowledged, to express how
much of a privilege it was to
be recognised by a tremendous number of
people and share the joy with
families, teachers and special
guests.
This night was buzzing
with excitement and you
could tell the parents were just

raising. With a wet stage, the
bands and dancers made the best
of what shelter was available and
did an outstanding job – just ask
the Year 12s who were dancing
and singing in the rain to the last
set!
Congratulations to the winners of
our Art Union, which raised
almost $20,000. Thank you to the
Fete Committee, parents and staff
who volunteered to assist, and to
all who came to show their
support.
Fund Coordinators:-Mrs Karen
Harrison and Ms Tracey Dean

as proud as the students on
stage.
Awards Night made every
individual feel good about
themselves and to know that
all their hard work had been
paid off. The night also
provided motivation to
inspire young recipients to
continue developing their
skills and talents; so that in
future years they too may go
on to attain awards for their
outstanding work.
Emily Porter Year 8 Insider

PoTENtial

As was wisely stated by one of the
guest speakers – “even though it seems some of us are 10’s
in talent and some are 5’s and others 2’s, it is what we make
of these talents that make a difference to the world”

PoTENtial 2017 opened

Brisbane Catholic Education
student’s eyes to the power of
words and to seeking our calling in our long lives. A
plethora of guest speakers
attended the event with
different and unique stories
with the aims of inspiring
students to seek this inner calling. We all have one, the real
question is, do we seek it?
Future potential student
leaders from year 10 seeking
this inner calling travelled to
12

Aquinas to view the
conference which was held
over a Skype call from another BCE school.

Hundreds of students across
Queensland joined the call
to be enlightened from the
wise words of the speakers
Hopefully all students attending the event became
aware or closer to finding
this inner calling emanating
from within.
We are told to not only keep

our eyes open but also our ears and heart to God’s calling. In doing
this we can make a difference in the world no matter if you are a 2,5 or
10 in talent.
Jackson Lake (Year 10)
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au

