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We congratulate and welcome our RCIA Group initiated as full members of the
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.

EASTER is the time we give thanks for and celebrate the new life brought into the Church through the Easter Vigil initiation of our

new Easter Catholics. .
Presented for Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, were: Ally Liu, Emma Drew, Lorena Vine, Janie-Marie Burgess, Kara Brotchie,
Michelle Maugher, Michael Ward.
Candidates for Reception Confirmation and Eucharist (previously baptised in another faith community) – were:
Christopher McIlwain, Colleen Organ, Rachel Beggs, Oliver Dudley.
The eight children Baptised wer e: Blake, Angela, Cooper , Lucy, Lachlan, Connor , Mason and Kahlia.
Baptismal Water was everywhere as the children entered the Baptismal Font. Some of them were baptised with their parents and one 2year old little boy enjoyed the experience so much he wanted to get back into the water for a second time!

The Easter Vigil
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Installation of Burleigh Heads sixth Parish Priest.

Archbishop Mark Coleridge and new Parish Priest Fr Morgan Batt at his Installation Mass on February 11th at Mary Mother of Mercy
Church. He is our Parish Priest for the next six years. The Installation Mass started with a ‘Welcome to Country’ Ceremony.

Ecumenical Good Friday Way of the Cross.
-Way of the Cross

The Catholic, Anglican and
Uniting Churches all welcomed
new ministers into their
Churches late last year or early
this year. Fr Morgan met with
the new ministers and over
coffee decided to hold the first
ever Burleigh Churches
Ecumenical Way of the Cross.
Fr Morgan said he thought
being the first one we might get
50-100 along. Each church
prepared 4 stations of the
Passion of Jesus Christ and a
reflection based on social
justice concerns in the local
area - immigration, gender
fluidity, homelessness, domestic
violence, teenage issues, aged
care and environment were
some of the topics.
The day started with rain, but
that did not stop 250 people 2

families, aged, youth, married
couples of all ages, including
the homeless, crowded into the
Catholic Church of Infant
Saviour to begin the service.
The crowd walked up the hill
to the Anglican Church and
then further up the hill to the
Uniting Church, while our
Catholic youth carried an old
rugged cross.
The main comment from most
people was "This is fantastic!
We must do it again next
year”. A new event was
created in Burleigh. One of the
crowd overheard a child at a
coffee shop say, "Mum, what
are they doing?" and the
mother responded "It is the
story of Jesus".
Street evangelisation at its best.
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My Role as Parish Business
and Finance Manager.

April 2008 seems a long time ago
when I first joined the Burleigh Parish Office. The ten years in the Manager’s position has been eventful and
extremely varied and took me outside my comfort zone on a number
of occasions.
I have been a Burleigh Parishioner
for over 20 years and have served on
Parish Pastoral Councils, as an
RCIA supporter and chaired the Infant Saviour Church Establishment
Committee. I represented the Parish
at the Archdiocesan 2003 Synod and
the 2009 Parish Pastoral Plan. I was
a Communion Special Minister, coordinating the roster for the Robina
Hospital for a period and continue to
be a Special Minister. I have held
the role of “Spiritual Director” for
the Gold Coast Deanery’s monthly
Chairperson’s meetings for more
than 14 years.
With the opening of our Mary,
Mother of Mercy Church at Burleigh
Waters, I believe I have completed
the task for which I volunteered
some 10 years ago. Well aware that
mine is a support position, I have
endeavoured throughout my time in
the Parish to take a “backroom role”
in offering management experience
and pastoral support.
On April 7th 2008, I joined Fr. Pat
Molony and Patsy Scott to support
them in advancing the Burleigh
Parish and Marymount schools to
where we find them in 2018.

My first task was to bring stability
and certainty to the Parish’s financial
position and then to examine the
feasibility of the sale of the Bermuda
Street subdivision (now Bunnings).
The sale was going nowhere.
With Fr. Pat at the helm and the invaluable support of four key parishioners, Peter Nash, Developer,
Andrew Hall, Town Planner, Matt

FAREWELL
Faithful in her ministry as Altar
Server over the past 10 years,
Rachael O’Connor was
acknowledged at a 10am Mass at
Mary Mother of Mercy Church.
Josee Hill gave a glowing address
to the Assembly acknowledging.
Rachael as she prepares to leave
and embark on her biggest journey.

Kennedy, Business owner and Justin
Moynihan, Solicitor, we embarked on
the task of resurrecting the subdivision
sale.
The collapse of the first Developer required negotiating with a new Developer and a new Contract. This was followed by the collapse of the initial Financiers and a new Contract was required by the new Financier. It took
three separate contracts and four years
to seal the subdivision sale. Within this
time, we took a year and a ‘trip’ to the
Appeal Court to prevent Gold Coast
City Council’s action over the
“Bermuda Street Forest”
“Sunset Clauses”, triggered by failure to
meet the deadline of each new
Contract, enabled us to gain an
additional $750,000 in penalties to
accomplish the multi-million dollar sale
result. The final sale price was double
the original valuation. I felt very
nervous carrying this Bank cheque to
deposit at the local CBA Bank.
This Building Fund grew with the
interest accrued in the following 5
years. Without this ‘nest egg’, this debt
free project would not have become the
reality we enjoy today. The Parish
Finance Council strongly
recommended also setting aside part of
the sale monies into a Reserve Fund.
This is needed as the Parish’s buffer for
the future and to cover the increased
parish running costs.
I enjoyed working with the two Marymount Principals and supporting the
Marymount College team that saw the
development of four new buildings and,
sadly, the demolition of the original
Marymount College Convent and
classrooms – projects valued at over
$20 million.
The Parish’s Outside School Hours
Care’s (OSHC) current rooms, valued at
$450,000 were able to be built for
$149,000 as part of the Primary
School’s Multi-Purpose Building adjacent to the new Parish Community Centre. This facility was jointly financed by
OSHC and the Parish.
She will attend Latrobe
University in Melbourne to
study a Medical Degree in
Prosthetic Limbs.
Rachael, now 18 years of age
has served on the Altar to
many, many priests with
loyalty, faithfulness,
intelligence and reverence.
Josee thanked God for the gift
of this talented lady and said
she would be looking forward

Jim Littlefield with wife Monica
I joined the then ‘New Church’ planning committee in 2008.
This project not only has provided the Parish
with the wonderful new Mary, Mother of Mercy
Church and Parish Offices but also a large Community Centre and a much needed St. Vincent de
Paul
Distribution Facility, under the Community Centre. With the “handing over of batons” from Fr.
Pat to then Fr. Ken Howell, it took an additional
four years to ‘break ground’ and a further 15
months to build.
Along with all of you, my heartfelt prayer and
hope is that this project will not only bring our
whole parish community and Marymount
Schools together, offer future opportunities of
spiritual and social development and encourage
the many others in our community to come, to
know and love God as we do and may it also
prove to be a vital ‘Vinnies refuge’ for the needy.
And now, as your Parish Business and Finance
Manager for 10 years, my task in supporting and
assisting Fr. Morgan Batt, our pastoral team and
office staff, our Mass centres and our Marymount
Schools to develop and prosper Christ’s mission
in our southern area of the Gold Coast comes to
an end. I am taking holiday and long service
leave in early April and then retirement.
I sincerely thank all of you for your support and
encouragement - Jim Littlefield.

to seeing her again during her
semester breaks.

In appreciation of her
dedication to her ministry as
Altar Server, Rachael was
presented with a gift from the
coordinator of the Hospitality
Group, Cecilia Robertson.
Photographed: Josee Hill Rachael
O’Connor, Cecilia Robertson
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Commonwealth
Games –2018
A story back in time.

Commonwealth Games Opening Ceremony- Marymount College dancers are so excited to have been
selected to perform on 4 April. Following an
audition last October, all of the Marymount dancers
were offered a role and were gearing up for final dress
rehearsals.

The Volunteers

As the Commonwealth

Games are about to start, I
thought I would like to share
with you my memories of
being a volunteer at the XII
Commonwealth Games in
Brisbane in 1982.

It all started when I acted as
recorder and typist at the
Annual Athletics Meeting of St
Laurence’s College, South
Brisbane at their playing fields
at Runcorn. At that time our
two sons, Peter and Paul were
attending the school.
From there I went on to help
with recording (collecting
track and field results) and
typing results at QAAA (now
Athletics Queensland) meetings each weekend.

In late 1981 I was appointed
Principal Secretary/Athletics
so it was a very busy time
leading up to and during the
Games which commenced in
late September.

Catholic Life has been
given the names of
Parishioners that have
volunteered at the Gold
Coast Commonwealth
Games 2018.

We commend these
people, and although there
may be others that we
have no knowledge of, we
applaud all for being part
of the wider
community, sharing your
talents to help in this
historic occasion.
Where would we be without volunteers in this
country, remembering the
floods of 2011 and the
mighty ‘Mud Brigade’.

Friends have advised the
following information.

CHRISTINE SMITH:
(Miami) - a dispatcher, making sure drivers are sent
where needed.

CECILIA ROBERTSON:
(M.M.M.).– will be driving
dignitaries.
SHONA PRESS (Marymount
Teacher ) - taking part in the
Opening Ceremony.
TANYA ALLOMES (St.
Benedict’s):- Welcome and
Hospitality
MAEBER GARDINER (St
Benedict’s):- Information at
Sheraton Mirage.
To all the many other
volunteers
CONGRATULATIONS

The Year of Youth invites the church into dialogue
about the importance and life-giving presence of young
people in the Church and society. It calls for dialogue
and active engagement, focused on the reconnection and
renewal of a new generation of young people in the life
of the Church.

Warm wishes, Pat Austin

Anzac day

LEST WE FORGET
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running with the Baton at Hope
Island.

KERRI URIDGE: (M.M.M.) Part of a
welcoming group organising
the volunteers break time.

As I worked three-quarter time
as well, I did go through
barriers of weariness I never
knew existed, but I cherish the
memories of helping so many
wonderful athletes.

At the going down of
the sun
and in the morning
we will remember
them

Guy Bagot—(St Benedict’s) -

The Australian Bishops have
identified the liturgical year of 2018,
that began on the first Sunday of
Advent (3rd December 2017), as a
National Year of Youth.

The Year of Youth aims to:
prayerfully discern the Australian Bishops vision
for ministry with young people, anointed and
sent.

authentic and personal engagement by Church
leaders in the challenges and successes in young
people’s lives;

acknowledge the Holy Spirit at work in the lives
of young people, and young people acting upon
the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church.

uphold the dignity of young people, ensuring a
safe environment from physical, emotional and
spiritual harm.
The Year of Youth is focused on local renewal and
engagement.
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au

Our Story so far...
A new year in the life of
our Parish sees beginnings
both big and small.
This year to date:-

New Years Day the Miami
Community hosted morning tea
for those who attended 9am
Mass.
We have welcomed three new
priests. Parish Priest Fr Morgan
Batt, and his associates Fr
Ladu Yanga and Fr Saji George
CMI.
School Staff Mass, a College
Retreat for the Year 12 students
and a Priest Planning Retreat
in January.
Our Youth have continued their
5.30 Mass, first Sunday of the
month.
A welcome was held for new
Uniting Church minister
Rev Veneeta Singh, and the
Anglican Church Minister Rev
Eron Perry. Both churches
were part of the Ecumenical
Way of the Cross.
In our last edition Catholic Life
showed the Tallebudgera
Window placed in the new
Mary Mother of Mercy Church.
It was blessed in February
blending the old with the new.
And so our year rolls on…….

A Reminder!
Mother’s Day
2nd Sunday of May

IN MEMORY
A very special man
Vincent Coutinho
Vincent came to St Benedict’s
just 11 years ago and immediately
became known for his generosity
and constant offer to help.
He was a special minister of the
Word and Eucharist, was active in
hospitality, worked in the garden
and helped wherever was needed.
Many will always remember him
for the truly reverent Indian way
he bowed to the Altar when he
came forward. His respect for
religion and love for God were
essential to his life. His quiet,
gentle nature will be greatly
missed.

He is survived by wife Amy,
children Grace D’Souza,
Alexander Coutinho and
Simone Fernandes, and
grandchildren Aidan, Adelle,
Riley, Rory and Kyle.

On Sunday 11th February, Fr. Peter
Dillon from Surfers Paradise
celebrated Mass at St. Benedict’s.
The celebration of World Marriage Day
began in the US by the American Bishops 35
years ago. The Deanery has been celebrating
this Mass for couples at St Benedict’s for the
last 7 years and have been fortunate to have
had many different priests lead us in the
wonderful celebration.
The service was well attended by all age
groups including recently married couples to
those who have spent many years together.
Maureen and Claude Hayson still hold onto
the title of the longest married couple at the
event – 69 years and still counting. During
the Mass the couples renewed their
Matrimonial Commitment to each other.
After Mass everyone enjoyed a light refreshing lunch on the balcony
sharing many memories and stories.
Our thanks go to all who helped on the day with the Mass, music and
lunch. A special thanks to Sue and Bren Milsom who once again
organized a wonderful memorable service.
Next year’s World Marriage Day Mass will be held on Sunday 10 th
February 2019 so add this date to your diary. See you there!

CONGRATULATIONS
Isabel and Vince McCahon
celebrating their 65th Wedding
Anniversary in January, 2018.
What a milestone!

They have been parishioners since
1991, previously at St Agnes, Mt
Gravatt.
Isabel was a long time member of the
Parish Meditation Group and Vince
was an inaugural member of the choir
when it was established by Jenny
Moon in 2000.
Catholic Life wishes you both a very
happy year with good health.

Mary, Mother of
Mercy Church marked
the 1st Anniversary of
the dedication on
March 10th.
A party was held after the
10am Mass on the following Sunday which just
happened to be Laetare
Sunday.
Laetare is a Latin word
that means “rejoice.” What
a fitting day to celebrate
and give thanks for our
magnificent Church.
Thanks goes to Kerri Lee
Uridge for making the cake
in the shape of a “No 1”,
how appropriate.
The lolly decorations were
a big hit with the children
and adults alike.

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
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ST VINCENT de PAUL CENTRE
BURLEIGH HEADS
The generosity of our parish and schools knows no bounds at Christmas time when the need to give is so important. The year of 2017 was no
different. The St. Vincent de Paul President Hans van Mosseveld gives a vote of thanks from all the recipients.

The St Vincent de Paul Conference was able to bring
Christmas cheer to 70 local families who were unable to
provide Christmas dinner and presents for their children.
89 adults and 140 children were assisted by Vincentian Brian
Wilkinson who managed the project and all those who assisted
him:Chris Finnan who organised and packed the hampers. Those
who packed the presents. Those of you who supported the
Annual Christmas Appeal and the Gifting Trees at each of our 5

Sr Rita Malavisi RSJ
nun on the run 4 refugees
On the 21st January at
5.30pm Mass at Mary
Mother of Mercy Church,
Sr Rita was invited to
share with the
congregation her work in
the Asylum Seeker
Resource Centre (ASRC).
Passionate about social
justice, Sr Rita began volunteering at the ASRC 15
years ago. Previous to
that, she had been working
at a parish in Footscray
and noticed the rising
number of people seeking
asylum within the
community.
She says, ‘It was after
what happened at Tampa
in 2001 and the fact that
we turned the boat and all
those innocent people
away.”
“My mum was born in
Syria, my father was born
in Lebanon. We came as
immigrants at a time when
the doors to immigrants
were open.
6

To Conal Martin of Kingfisher Realty for donating 70 hams – one
for each family.
To the children, parents and teachers of Marymount College and
Marymount Primary School who can always be counted upon to
raise funds and donate presents. To Marymount Primary School for
the use of their staffroom for packing. To all those who helped to
deliver the hampers and toys this year.
Fr Dantus led us in prayer asking God’s blessing on those less
fortunate than ourselves and on all those whose generosity made our
efforts possible.

Burleigh Blaze Youth Group
The Burleigh Blaze
Youth Group kicked
off 2018 with a 3part
Lenten series on
Friday nights across
the first school term
of the year.

But the doors to
immigrants aren’t as open
anymore and we need to
do something about that.”
‘Run 4 Refugees’ began in
2007 and Sr Rita jumped
on board immediately, and
has never gotten off. She
says she loves the sense of
camaraderie at the event.
“There are a lot of runners, all running for a
cause. There’s a real sense
of community.”
https:www.facebook.co
m/sisterrita.malavisi

They discussed what
the Lenten season
means for Catholics,
the importance of the
sacrament of penance
and the significance of
celebrating HolyWeek.
Additionally, they
have also been
running youth masses
on the first Sunday of
every month at Mary
Mother of Mercy
Church at 5.30pm,
followed by free
pizza. On the 4th of
May, we will be
commencing a new

youth group
information series on
the saints and we would
like to extend a
welcome to all youth in
the Burleigh Parish. In
addition to this, we will
also be hosting the
South Coast Deanery
Event, FUSE on the 11th
of May at Marymount
Doyle Centre.
This will be a fun-filled

event with youth from
all parishes on the
South Coast!
For more
information, contact
Iris (0430 960 802) or
she can also be
reached on
Facebook (Burleigh
Blaze Catholic Youth
Group) and burleighblazecyg@gmail.com.
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Facilitated ‘Labyrinth Walks for Children’ in the Sacramental Program.
Recently, I had the
beautiful privilege and
pleasure to facilitate
meditative labyrinth
walks for the children
preparing for the
Sacrament of Penance.
Angela Williams, the
Sacramental Coordinator,
had been preparing the
children in the weeks
previously, using works
from the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd to break
open what it means to
reconcile our broken
relationship with God
through our wrongdoing.
Children and their parents
were invited to call to
mind a burden they might
be carrying which had
been weighing them
down.

They were then invited to
choose a stone,
symbolising this burden,
and enter the path of the
labyrinth. They carried
this ‘burden’ into the
centre of the labyrinth.
Once they reached the
centre, they ‘let go’ of
the burden, placing the
stone beside the cross,
which was laid in the
centre of the labyrinth.
They were invited to stay
in the centre for as long
as they desired, to open
their hearts to receive
God’s love and mercy.
In returning through the
labyrinth, they carried
red paper hearts, symbolising the ‘lightened load’
and their enlightened
hearts, taking God’s love
back with them into the
world.

There was a holding space
for the children and their
parents as they walked this
reflective path. It was
moving to witness their
engagement with the
process, and the joy evident
in their smiles and ‘lightness
of being’ as they each
finished their walk.

Journey the Path to the
Heart of Love.

I look forward to facilitating
the upcoming World Labyrinth Day ‘Walk as One for
World Peace’ on Sunday
29th April in Mary Mother of
Mercy Church, Burleigh
Waters, and thank very
sincerely Padre Morgan and
Angela Williams for the
opportunity to share the
labyrinth path with the
children, their parents, and
the parish.
Sue Thomas

Introducing Angela Williams—Sacramental Coordinator
The gifts of awe and
wonder are truly apparent for me as I begin
my role as Sacramental
Co-ordinator in the
Burleigh Heads
Catholic Parish
My early working years
saw me take positions in
Administration, Finance
the Tourism/Hotel Industry to working for Catholic Education.

I took up voluntary work
in Parish life to raise my
three children,
coordinating playgroup,
and relief work at the
Surfers Paradise Catholic
Parish Office, prior to
maintaining a permanent
part time position there as
Marriage Coordinator for
the last 10 years. This
role gave me insight into
life within the Parish.
What followed was an
opportunity to study
through the Institute of
Faith Education – Christian Ministry and Theology, and furthered an
invitation to study
Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Levels 1 and 2
which was preparatory to
my being asked to “build
an Atrium”.

This work continued for me for
five years and my studies and
spiritual growth during this
time were not only a wonderful
training ground for me but a
real opportunity to share the
faith and catechesis with young
families. I was also involved
in providing a six week
Baptism preparation course for
families with children aged 3
years and older. To witness the
transformation within the parents and the children during
this time of preparation was
awe-inspiring.
My studies continued with a
Certificate in Pastoral Ministry
– Family Sacramental
Preparation and mentorship by
Sue Thomas.
When asked to join Burleigh
Heads Parish in this role as
Sacramental Coordinator, it
was exciting and daunting all at
once.
My work involves holding
Baptism Preparation sessions
twice a month for families with
babies and young children
prior to their booking for
Baptism. We pray together,
and it is an opportunity to
welcome them to the Parish,
and for them to ask questions
and share any concerns they
may have.
I coordinate enrolments for

each of the Sacraments and
respond to queries, with
inquiries coming from throughout the Parish area and including
the many schools within our
Parish boundaries.
We are about providing faith
formation for all families and
children of all ages. We are
currently preparing ten families
with older children who will
celebrate their Sacraments on
the Feast of Pentecost.
During Sacramental preparation
times, I coordinate the small
groups, prepare the lessons and
facilitate several of the groups as
well.
The Sacramental Policy of the
Archdiocese of Brisbane
involves preparation for the
Sacraments of Confirmation,
First Holy Communion and
Penance – First Rite of
Reconciliation.
We have just completed the first
“cycle” of preparation within
this revised Archdiocesan Policy
– which came into effect in
2015.
Preparation involves meeting
with families for an information
session, attending Mass for the
Rite of Enrolment, and attending
small group sessions which are
offered at various times throughout the Parish during the week.

We are gifted in this Parish with
wonderful people who are most
willing and generous with their
time. I am very thankful for the
assistance of some very special
people who give of their time and
talent to help prepare families to
receive the Sacraments.
At the time of writing, we have
just completed Penance (for
children aged 10) and are about to
launch into preparation for First
Holy Communion for those
children who received the
Sacrament of Confirmation in
November 2017.
Families are encouraged to
participate in Parish life by
attending Mass where
presentations involve receiving
copies of The Creed, The Lord’s
Prayer, The Confiteor, and praying
together within the Parish
community.
It is most rewarding and a great
privilege to be involved in this
role. In sharing the beauty of our
faith with children and families,
we, in turn, learn so much.
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