
   

 

  No 8     August 2013 

We decided to build a new church at    

Miami. Brian Purcell and Max Smales, 

estate agents and devoted Catholic      

Parishioners, came to my aid. Brian 

found out that Crown Land at Miami was 

for sale, but only two blocks could be 

bought at a time. Brian Murphy volun-

teered to draw up plans for a church and 

oversee its construction. I gladly accept-

ed.  Brian Harris, a builder and parishion-

er was appointed builder' - (Frank Shine 

Memoirs 1990). 

The Financial statement read out at the 

opening, revealed total cost of church, 

furnishings and altar equipment - 

£17,138.11.4. Donations £1,020. 

Fr Shine had instructed the architect be-

fore drawing up the plans, he wanted a 

church that was, beautiful, had durability, 

plenty of light, and flow of air, and above 

all was economical, and in his opinion, 

the church had - "a rugged beauty". 

Fr Shine said - 'the church was dedicated 

as a war memorial church and that being 

so, it was hoped to "arouse young people 

to a better appreciation of what their 

forefathers had for them." (The Catholic 

Leader, Thursday January 2, 1964). 

No doubt he also remembered in this 

building dedicated to Calvary, the partic-

ular Calvary of the Korean War.  After 

three terms of service, Chaplain Francis 

Anthony Shine, received the Military 

honour of the Most Excellent Order of 

the British Empire M.B.E. - ''Throughout 

GOLDEN JUBILEE — CALVARY WAR MEMORIAL CHURCH MIAMI. 

the campaign, his devotion to duty, fine 

personal example and complete disregard 

for his safety and comfort have been an 

inspiration to all ranks far beyond the call  

of duty. (Honours and Awards, 26th May 

1953). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new church became a sensa-

tion; a stark white outline isolated in acres 

of  Crown Land that later became Miami 

High School.  The Daily News called it 

"almost revolutionary in design”.. As one 

parishioner of the time said -'it attracted 

quite a few visitors to the Coast on their 

Day Coach visits' . 

The History of the  

   Church of Miami      
   from Lea Dunlea 

Archbishop to open New Church 

„Newest addition to the Gold Coast reli-

gious centres, the CALVARY WAR ME-

MORIAL CHURCH at MIAMI, will be 

blessed and opened next Sunday by His 

Grace, the Archbishop of Brisbane. He is 

the Most Rev, Sir James Duhig D.D a re-

markable personality respected and ad-

mired by all sections of the community 

and revered by members of his church.  

The activities of His Grace are not handi-

capped by his ninety and more years.   

Next Sunday's opening at the foot of Nob-

by's Hill will take place at 3.30p.m.                        

(Gold Coast Bulletin Dec. 20th. 1963) 

Fr Frank Shine P.P (1959-1976) after an 

austere arrival as Parish Priest, faced an era 

of rapid expansion.  'My residence upon ar-

rival was the parish church of Burleigh 

Heads. There were two rooms either side of 

the sanctuary, one served as my office, the 

other my bedroom.’  The financial strain on 

the parish was immediate, necessary and 

constant.  1960 saw the part building of a 

presbytery - cost $12,000. Ground work at 

the school – cost $12,000. By 1963 the Bur-

leigh Church could not accommodate the 

expanding population. www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   

Fr Frank Shine 
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Fr. Ladu Yanga  

celebrates his first Mass  from P C Wilson 

On Saturday 29 June 2013, 

Fr. Ladu James Yanga was 

ordained a Catholic priest 

by the Most Rev. Archbish-

op Mark Coleridge at St 

Stephen‟s Cathedral, Bris-

bane.  

In April 2003 a young man from 

the Sudan, Ladu James Yanga, 

turned up at Canali House in 

Fortitude Valley to meet the 

Rector of the Banyo seminary, 

Mons. Anthony Randazzo. 

On Sunday 30 June, just over ten 

years later, Ladu celebrated his 

first Mass in St. Paul's parish 

church, Woodridge. 

 He is the first Australian priest 

of Sudanese origin to be         

ordained in this country.  Mons. 

Randazzo remembers their meet-

ing:  "All he owned was con-

tained in one suitcase.   For him, 

it's been a long journey.  He   

suffered extreme persecution in 

the Sudan and at one stage was 

forced to move to Nigeria for his 

own safety. Over the years he 

has been a shepherd, a refugee, a 

student, a  worker and finally a 

priest.” Ladu was born in the Sudan in 1975 and 

is the fourth child of a family of 10 children. 

Watching in the front row of a packed church 

was his mother Mrs. Kolorina Martin, who 

had been able to obtain a visitor’s visa  to Aus-

tralia as a result of the efforts of Peter Lee, con-

venor of the Migrant Advisory Service, which 

operates under the auspices of the St Vincent de 

Paul, Infant Saviour Conference. 

It was only at the last minute, after strenuous 

efforts, that Mrs. Martin’s visa was granted. 

The presence of his mother made Ladu’s ordina-

tion and first Mass not only very memorable, 

but also particularly poignant. 

 

Fr Ladu’s Mother Mrs. Koloina Matin and Mr. Peter 
Lee, Convenor of the Migrant Advisory Service 

Photos provided by Hans Van Mosseveld 

Archbishop Duhig concluded the day's pro-

ceedings with a prophetic statement  

"Nothing has been done in any other diocese 

to excel what has been done on the Coast.  

Christ has been brought to the people here - I 

can assure you in God's name that every sacri-

fice you make will be blessed by Him.                                              

(The Catholic Leader Jan 2 1964). 

 

The large maple sculpture, CHRIST CARRY-

ING HIS CROSS, (pictured) carved by Mr. 

ERWIN GUTH, completed Miami's church 

furnishings in 1964. 

The Sign of the Cross, an original Christian 

symbol, was  liturgically formulated & set in 

place shortly after ST. HELENA travelled to 

Jerusalem in 326AD seeking to excavate the 

Holy Sepulchre and to locate the True Cross. 

In celebration of the discovery of the Holy 

Cross, Constantine (her son & Emporer) or-

dered the construction of Churches at  the site 

of the Holy Sepulchre and on Mount Calvary. 

Those churches were dedicated on September 

13 & 14, 335AD and shortly thereafter the Feast 

of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross began to be 

celebrated on the latter date. 

The feast slowly spread from Jerusalem to other 

churches, until, by the year 720AD, the celebra-

tion was universal. (About.com Catholicism.) 

       

Let us all turn out to celebrate 

this Feast Day for 2013 in our 

very own Calvary Church,     

Miami. 

LET’S CELEBRATE 

SATURDAY SEPT.14TH  

 5PM 
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On the evening 
of Tuesday 11 June, parents 
and friends attended a concert 
which was performed by mem-
bers of the Junior and Senior 
Marymount Instrumental Band. 
From the outset, this concert 
was enjoyable, memorable and 
instructive. The instrumental 

band is made up of: 

Wood wind instruments – 
flutes, clarinets, and saxo-
phones 

Brass  instruments – trum-
pet and trombones 

Percussion instruments – 
snare drum, base drum and 
cymbal. 

It was an important event for both 
the Junior and Senior band. The  

     And the Band Played On  

Junior Band had begun lessons at the start of Term 1, learning to become familiar with their instrument of choice, learning to 
read music, learning to play the tunes they were given and learning to follow and play arrangements of  ―Power Rock‖ and 
―When the Band goes Marching In‖. Very significantly, the Senior Band was able to further consolidate their skills, which 
were exemplified by playing ―Calypso Kid‖, ―Meet the Flintstones‖ and ―Highlights of Harry Potter‖. 

Colin Hoy is responsible for teaching flute, clarinet, saxophone and percussion, whilst Paul Radford is responsible for teach-
ing trumpet and trombone. After attending the concert your reporter realized that music teaching is not just about learning a 
musical instrument, it is also about gaining confidence in oneself, confidence in performing with other band members, gain-
ing enough confidence to make a speech and to perform solo before an audience if required. 

Congratulations Junior and Senior Band. Congratulations music teachers Colin Hoy and Paul Radford. 

A SOUTHERN TOUR 

140 Year Seven students and 12 staff members departed 

for Sydney and Canberra earlier in August. 

On their visit to the war memorial this year they will look 

up the names of the parishioners listed on the honour 

board (pictured) at Calvary Church.  A poppy will be 

placed near each name in remembrance of our locals. 

Marymount Day is coming 

Mary’s Birthday Sept 8th! 

 

The birthday of a fam-

ily member is a signif-

icant event that is 

celebrated the world 

over and one that 

even the youngest 

child can understand 

and experience as 

special. 

Marymount Primary 

and Secondary staff 

and students gather 

each September in honour of Mary. 
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OUR LADY OF THE WAY  

PALM BEACH -  

First Eucharist 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au     

A Tribute  
OUT AND ABOUT THE PARISH 

Musicians in our parish of Burleigh 

Heads are a small group.  On many 

occasions musicians can play two or 

more of the weekend Masses. 

It was with sad heart we attended 

the funeral of Mrs. Marie Devlin, in 

June. 

Marie ministered her music with 

dedication at St Benedict’s Church 

Mudgeeraba every weekend, and 

was loyal to the many various litur-

gies such as Easter, Christmas and 

Feast Days. 

For the past eight years, Marie be-

came a faithful servant to the music 

ministry, attending meetings and 

having input into the music rosters. 

Marie was instrumental in teaching 

the new Mass settings to the parish 

in 2011. 

Marie had a generous spirit, as 

there was always a small Easter and 

Christmas gift for each of those who 

attended the roster meetings.  Marie 

also had a great devotion to the  

Rosary, and once related to us that 

she had, on a few occasions said a 

Novena of twenty rosaries in a day  

for those needing prayer.  

We thank you Lord that you have 

taken Marie to her place in heaven. 

CHILDREN’S MASS AT ST BENEDICTS 
St Benedict’s held a Children’s Mass on Sunday, June 23rd.  They began with a special 

opening hymn in front of the altar, accompanied by a guitar player, Eleanor.  The read-

ings and the psalm were done by several children, one as young as 9 years old.  They 

helped with  the collections, brought the gifts at Offertory time, and sang a hymn with  

movements. The Interces-

sions were read by a group 

taking turns on the micro-

phone.  At the end of Mass, 

another special hymn was 

sung, the congregation join-

ing in with their word 

sheets.  

 All the congregation was 

invited to stay for a special 

morning tea. 

The whole morning was 

totally enjoyable and we are 

looking forward to the next 

Mass. 

 

 

From the wounds 

of Christ flow the life-giving waters 

of Vocation." 

An enlivened and enthusiastic homily was 

given in July on 'what is a vocation'?  For 

those that attended the liturgies where Fr Mor-

gan Batt preached, would have heard him ask 

"What is a Vocation", and,  for most of us we 

would relate that word to a religious life.  

Vocation - meaning "to call" - in ordinary 

everyday life, many of us have more than one, 

but in this instance, Fr Batt was asking us to 

pray for vocations to the religious for men or 

women. 

Fr Morgan Batt is the Vocations director of 

Canali House in Brisbane, and is responsible 

for the house and offers young men who wish 

to discern a vocation to the priesthood an 

opportunity to seriously reflect on their call,  

by living -in at Canali House, while continu-

ing to study, work and go about their daily 

life. 

Canali House is the place where a monthly 

forum CONSILIUM or 'Counsel' takes place 

on the first Thursday of each month.  It is also 

a place where young men develop fellowship 

and friendships with like minded others seek-

ing to discern their call to priesthood. 

Read more about Canali House 

on the website 

vocation@bne.catholic.net.au 

Our Lady of the Way Church at Palm 

Beach hosted one of our First Eucha-

rist Candidates on May 26th.  The 

Andrew family, with the 7am Mass 

community, celebrated their son’s 

important day in his spiritual life. 

mailto:vocation@bne.catholic.net.au
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Parish Profile 

A life filled with music… 

from the Swingcopators to  

Calvary Church, Miami 

Born in Kyogle NSW, in 1924, the many 

Burleigh parishioners, who have heard Joan 

Fields (nee Comerford) playing the organ at 

Calvary Church, Miami for 35 years until 

her ‘official’ retirement in 2003, would be 

interested to learn that before her marriage, 

Joan played piano in a seven piece orches-

tra known as the Swingcopators. Together 

with her sister Mary, who played the violin,  

had a wonderful time, travelling the country 

areas to play at balls and other functions. 

Joan’s other sister, Margaret, also played 

the piano, whilst her brother, Ted played 

the violin. 

Joan married Darcy Fields in 1952, and in 

1970, together with their four children, they 

moved to the Gold Coast, where the con-

gregation at Calvary Church made the fami-

ly welcome. In 1977, at the age of 51, Dar-

cy passed away. Joan carried on with her 

music, playing for physical culture and at 

various respite and retirement homes.  She 

began voluntary work at St Vincent de Paul 

(now known as Ozcare) playing the piano. 

The onset of macular degeneration meant 

that Joan was no longer able to play the 

piano or organ. 

“Thank you Joan for so many years 

of memorable music." 

 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au     

BIRTHDAY  MILESTONE 

CONGRATULATIONS 

100 years 

Catholic Life published an article in its  

4th  edition when ‘Billie’ was 99.  That 

was a year ago.  Now we congratulate 

Mrs. Mona Munford—Our Billie—on 

reaching her 100th  Birthday milestone a 

year on.  

The Catholic community of the  Burleigh 

Parish celebrated with Billie at the normal 

Friday Mass held at  Calvary at midday.  

Fr Ken Howell officiated the Liturgy,  

with Mrs. Gail Young leading the singing 

with  her son Anthony the musician.  This 

was followed by a party in front of the 

church.   

 . 

Norah Zipf and Joan Leschke, on the  

occasion of their 90th birthdays.  Norah 

Zipf joined the C.W.L in 1964 and was 

Secretary for eighteen years.  She also 

organized the R.C.I.A program for the 

entire Gold Coast Catholic Church and 

was responsible for organizing the 

C.W.L rosary bouquet for Our Lady’s 

Birthday (September 8th) to parishes 

throughout Australia. Joan Leschke is 

their longest serving member of the 

Catholic Women’s League. Joan was 

treasurer at the same time as her mother, 

Mrs. Eleanor Snee was President. 

 

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY   

‘Billie’ is pictured with her Certificate from 

the Bishop, her card signed by parishioners 

and presented to her by Fr Ken Howell at the 

end of  the Mass. 

 

Mrs. Bern Lane from the Calvary 

Church Community celebrated her 85th 

birthday with friends from the Miami 

Church at the Burleigh Surf Club on a 

wonderful sunny day by the beach. 

The month of June saw the Catholic 

Women’s League arrange a luncheon for 

two of their valued members at the 

Treetops Tavern.  A momentous occa-

sion for  

Pilgrims on the Journey 

What an opportunity it would be to walk 

the land where 2000 years ago Jesus 

Christ preached and taught his followers 

to pray; or, imagine being able to sit and 

meditate on the shores of the Sea of Gali-

lee. 

Travelling from Australia to Prague,   

famous for its Gothic and Baroque archi-

tecture and ranked as one of the most 

beautifully preserved cities in Europe; 

beginning your pilgrimage with a special 

Mass.  Moving on into Poland in time for 

the Feast day of Our Lady of 

Czestochowa (The Black Madonna) and 

spending several days in Poland includ-

ing a visit to the city of Wadowice, the 

birth place of Karol Wojtyla (the Late 

Pope John Paul11) and celebrating Mass 

each day. 

Travelling on to Israel the land of ‘the 

Fifth Gospel’, and transferring to the City 

of David (Bethlehem), is the perfect way 

to begin your pilgrimage and walk the 

life of Jesus.  The words of the Gospel 

come to life during the next several days. 

Be part of this EASTERN EUROPE 

THE HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE in 

2014 with Fr Jan Bialasiewicz as your 

Spiritual Chaplin.  (Formerly of Burleigh 

Heads Parish and now Parish Priest Wilston, 

Administrator Enoggera and 

Administrator Gordon 

Park ) 

 

Please contact: 
Marguerite McMahon 
(Burleigh Heads  
Parishioner) on  
mobile 0408 765954 to obtain further 

information. 
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Marymount College‟s 1st XIII Rugby 

League team has cemented itself as the 

premier team amongst Catholic and 

Independent Colleges on the Gold 

Coast through an outstanding perfor-

mance at the 2013 Confraternity Car-

nival. 

The Confraternity Carnival, now in its 

thirty-third year, was this year held in 

Townsville during the first week of the 

mid-year holidays. It is a carnival that 

involves forty-four Catholic and Inde-

pendent colleges throughout Queensland. 

Prior to departing,  the team and support 

staff attended the 5.30pm Sunday Mass at 

the Doyle Centre. The team enjoyed the 

opportunity to be presented  

to the community whom they were repre-

senting, and receive a blessing from Fr 

Huong.  

Throughout the week,  the team performed 

to their best both on and off the field. 

Coming away with four wins from their 

six matches is a very pleasing result. When 

you consider that their two narrow losses 

were against the two rugby league power-

house schools of St Brendan’s, Yeppoon, 

and Ignatius Park, Townsville, the eventu-

al winner and runner-up, it is clear how 

close Marymount came to a top two finish. 

Marymount’s young men did secure the 

Bob Lindner Trophy for the second con-

secutive year. This places them at the top 

of the second tier of A Division (9th over-

all) after a 48-0 win in their grand final 

against Ryan Catholic College, Towns-

ville. 

Josh Berkers, Marymount’s five-eighth, 

was announced as Player of the Carnival 

which is a huge honour for him and a mas-

sive achievement for our College. Some 

880 boys attended the Carnival this year. 

Thank you to all of those who supported 

the boys in some way throughout the sea-

son. We look forward to an even better 

performance next year when the carnival 

returns to the Gold Coast. 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      

Marymount 1
st

 XIII Defends Trophy      from Jason Hamilton 

(L-R) Mr Mark McMahon (trainer), Max Reddy, Brandon Cittadini, Quin Faamasuili, Lachlan 
Smith, Clayton Walker, Nick McGowan, Brandon McMahon, Matt Ash, Liam Donnelly, Nick 
Bond, Kyle Torok, Rourke Pinkstone, Scott Casselle (C), Riley Glover, Matt Popovic, Zac 
Hamilton, Kieran Kennedy,Josh Milgate, Mr Jason Hamilton (Coach), Mr Geoffrey Browne 

(Manager).          Photo courtesy Bev Tronc. 

Brittany Broben Prepares Again 

At the 2012 London Olympics, 

Brittany won a silver medal in 

the 10metre platform diving 

event.  She was sixteen years old 

at the time of the Games. 

Going into the Olympics, her train-

ing schedule started at 4.15am, 

where she and a parent would 

drive from the family home on the 

Gold Coast to the Brisbane Aquat-

ic Centre where she trained. 

Nicknamed Britt, she was born on 

23 November 1995 on the Gold 

Coast.  Brittany (pictured) is a 

year 12 student at Marymount 

College. 

Some achievements prior to her 

Silver medal are:- 

During 2008, 2009 and 2010 Brittany compet-

ed in the Australian Open, Junior Elite, British 

Junior, World Junior Swimming Champion-

ships gaining first, second and third places. In 

2011, at the FINA World Championships,  

USA Grand Prix at Fort Lauderdale, she won 

gold for the 10 metre platform. 

Brittany continues to train for the forthcoming 

events on her calendar and possibly all being 

well the 2014 Commonwealth Games and 

2016 Olympic Games. 
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JUNIOR COUNCIL ACHIEVEMENTS AT MARYMOUNT  

           Jasmine Hodson - Year 11 reporter 

On Friday 10th May, five students represented Marymount at 

the second meeting of the Gold Coast City Junior Council. 

They were accompanied by Year 10 and 11 students from 

schools all over the Coast. 

The Junior Council is a two-year program giving Year 10 and 11 

students the opportunity to actively engage in civic and communi-

ty life. The youth program was initiated by Heather and Ian 

Yarker of Ashmore Rotary Club and has been running since 1993, 

this year being its 20th. Anniversary. 
  

It gives students the opportunity to develop their communication 

and leadership skills, learn about local government and the com-

munity and be involved in decision-making processes. This year, 

twenty-three schools and over one hundred student members are 

participating in the program, making this the largest Junior Coun-

cil in Queensland. 
  

From Marymount, the Year 10 student members are Taya Oxen-

ham and Lucy Koschel, and the Year 11 members are Nikara 

Rangesh, Tom Marais and Maddie Dick. At last Friday’s meeting, 

Maddie Dick was elected by her peers and teachers via written 

application and election speech, as Junior Mayor of the Gold 

Coast. 
  

This title was officially bestowed upon her by Mayor Tom Tate, 

who stated that he looked forward to working with and supporting 

Maddie throughout the year.  “My main objective as Junior 

Mayor will be to represent and speak for the youth of the Gold  

L to R: Lucy Koschel (10), Junior Mayor Maddie Dick (11), Tom Ma-

rais (11), Nikara Rangesh (11) and Taya Oxenham (10). 

Coast who don’t have a voice,” said Maddie. “I look forward 

to participating in the field of social justice, something I am 

very passionate about.” 
 

Marymount College looks forward to following Maddie’s ac-

tivities and progress throughout the year and applauds all of 

our Junior Council members on their efforts. Students may 

apply to Junior Council either through their high school or by 

contacting the Gold Coast City Council Junior Council Pro-

gram Coordinator. 

BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH CELEBRATES 

CALVARY MEMEORIAL CHURCH’S  

GOLDEN JUBILEE 

1963—2013 

Prelude to Launch—Saturday 14 September 

 -Organ Recital 3.30pm—4.30pm 

Launch—5.00pm  

 -The Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  Father Peter Dillon 

will preside and commission those who minister within our 

Parish. 
  

Celebration and Renewal of Wedding Vows—

October 12/13 

 -Couples throughout the Parish celebrating Golden 

Anniversary in 2013, are invited to register with the Parish 

Office for their special invitation.  Celebration to include a 

Blessing of those whose spouse is now deceased. 
 

Redemptorist Mini Mission—Weekend Masses -

(1hr max)—19/20 October—26/27 October and 

Masses throughout that week—Friday 18/25 

Oct Monday 21/28 Oct. 

 -Fr Kevin O’Shea to conduct a mini Mission with an 

extended Homily at both weekend Masses 

Mass of Remembrance—Monday 11 November 

 —7.00pm  -Remembrance Day 

Jubilee Luncheon— Sunday 24 November (time 

please) 

 - Burleigh Gold Club, Cnr Albion and Bardon Ave, Mi-

ami.  2 course meal/entertainment—$30 per person. Children’s 

Menu (12 and under) $10.90    

 -Tickets on sale early October. 

Family Night— Monday 2 December—6.30pm 

 -To prepare for Christmas, Burleigh Heads 

Parish Choir, together with our children, tell the Christ-

mas Story.  A family supper for all will be provided. 

 

JUBILEE MASS— Sunday 22 December—8.30am 

 - Archbishop Mark Coleridge  to Preside. 
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is a Quarterly publication by the Burleigh Parish Communication Group. 

Contact us by email:  catholiclifeburleigh@gmail.com or phone 0410 455 014 or 07 5578 8776 

Our goals are: To have Parish life connect more with schools and the wider community. 

                     To allow parishioners to connect strongly with each other as a church community, 

               To communicate between the different groups within our Parish. 

We welcome new members to our committee, contributions to our newsletter and our thanks for the articles and photos of this issue. 

Social Justice Action Group.Burleigh Heads Catholic Parish  

Return visit to  

Timor Leste in May. 

Prior to our visit we were able to 

communicate with a voluntary group 

in Darwin called 'Timor Sunrise', 

who  have set up a way to send con-

tainer loads of needed material for 

schools and other welfare needs.   

Sister Eufemia from the Canossian 

Order, working as a pastoral leader 

in the Timorese expat community in 

Darwin, was helpful in discussing the 

formation required among couples 

and families. 

It was most useful for us to attend the 

Rotary District 9550 Conference in 

Dili. By visiting their projects we were 

able to acquire information on the logis-

tics of moving items to the country.   

During our travels we revisited the Do-

minican Orphanage, where a donation 

was accepted with thanks. We connect-

ed with many groups of religious work-

ing in education, health and pastoral 

work. We were invited to stay at the 

Major Seminary by Fr Natalino who we 

had first met, when he was a seminarian 

at WYD in Sydney in 2008. We learnt 

of the need to sponsor seminarians, as 

they go through their studies and the 

hope of the Rector, that they may be 

able to establish a connection with 

Banyo, in Brisbane.  Sponsorship of 

Seminarians costs $50 per month for 

board and tuition for 10 months per 

year. 

In our 2nd week we travelled east along 

the coast road to the Portuguese coloni-

al city of Baucau. Here we met up with 

the Marist Brothers who support the 

Teachers College and a number of 

smaller projects through MAPS (Marist 

Asia-Pacific Solidarity) programs. 

Arriving at the Parish of Ossu we were given 

a royal welcome by children in their tradi-

tional costumes, with music and dance. Of 

the 23 mission stations in the parish, we vis-

ited seven along dirt tracks for roads. The 

buildings were badly in need of repair, ex-

cept for Nahareca which has benefited from 

the funds previously sent from Burleigh 

Heads Parish. 

Our program was carefully planned by 

the PP. Fr Everisto over the three and 

half days we stayed.  We met with the 

Parish Council to pass over the funds 

from Burleigh Heads Parish ($3,100.00), 

and it was agreed that the funds would be 

used for the following purposes. 

Purchase of a monstrance for the 

new Church as a visible sign of the 

friendship between our Parishes. 

Create income for the Village by 

purchasing materials for a craft 

Industry. 

Discretionary expenditure at the 

parish schools and church for 

maintenance, materials and teacher 

salaries. 

We share our story of East Timor 

with you all in the hope that we may 

motivate others to support some of 

these projects, for our “faith filled” 

but “cash poor” near neighbours.  

With the parish council of Ossu, we 

shared these words of St Mary 

MacKillop, translated into Tetum : 

“Nunka hare buat nebe presisa, se 

la halo buat, ruma.”   or   

“Never see a need without doing 

something about it” 

Sue 

Bren 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

to all our Dads  

May God bless you and keep 

you 

May God’s light shine upon you  

May God be good to you and 

bring you peace 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au     

Fr Everisto 


