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Confirmation and First Eucharist Children 

December 2013  No 9 

The second intake of children to 

take the sacrament of Confirmation 

was held at St Benedict’s on Thurs-

day October 24th.  The children 

were confirmed by our Archbishop 

the most Rev Mark Coleridge. 

Fathers Ken Howell, Huong Van 

Nguyen and Lucius Edomobi were 

in attendance for the Bishop.  

There were over forty children con-

firmed and on the weekend that 

followed, received their First Eu-

charist in their various Church com-

munities. 

The  Chr i s tmas  Messag e 
I write these words on the eve of the 50th anniversary of the prom-

ulgation of the Second Vatican Council‟s Constitution on the 

Sacred Liturgy Sacrosanctum Concilium [4 December 1963]. 

Those who are my vintage and older will know of the enormous 

change that occurred in the liturgy of the church through the 

 a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  V a t i c a n  C o u n c i l  f a t h e r s . 

 Now we know a liturgy that is more approachable through 

greater participation of the faithful and the language being the 

vernacular. This positive impact for the growth of our faith 

through the reform of the liturgy cannot be underestimated. The 

place of God‟s Word in our liturgy and lives, re-emerging from 

the shadows of limited contact, is one of the great benefits.  Much 

of this we now take for granted, yet we cannot sit back and think 

the reform is „done and dusted‟. The manner of our entering into 

“full, conscious and active participation in liturgical celebrations 

called for by the very nature of the liturgy” [SC 14] is always.  

  In all, the liturgy brings us into the very mystery of God 

in Christ. Our Christmas celebrations, both liturgical and with 

family and friends enable us to touch the Godhead in a unique 

and special way. Christ came to share our human nature so that 

we might share in his Divine nature. The liturgy always brings 

this to the fore. 

 May your preparations for this Holy Christmas, be a 

blessed [and not too stressed] time of joy and happiness for 

you and your loved ones.    Fr Ken Howell. 
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Hello fellow Christians.   May I share some of my life with 

you?  Often I have used the expression “the unrehearsed 

event," that pops up to disrupt the best of well laid plans.  

Would you do me the honour of sharing my very,  

unrehearsed event story? 

Matters of health, heart, hope and faith.  I arrived at the 

early seventies, enjoying good health, a good heart, plenty 

of hope and a faith that required the odd polish from time 

to time.  So slowly did it occur, that I at first hardly noticed 

that I was tending to drag my right foot.  (Must be getting 

old, was my brilliant self-diagnosis )  Another day, I tried 

to sprint to answer the telephone in my workshop, a very 

poor attempt was displayed, and made a mental note, ' no 

more running'.  

The day of a major unrehearsed event saw me in hospital 

with a damaged knee, pinned up, and stitched up and on 

the road to recovery.  Then all of a sudden I was aware that 

I had become a person of interest to many white-coated 

doctors examining me.  

 By now I was anxious and had to plead for an answer.  I 

was advised that “It is early days yet and more tests are  

required but it looks like you could have Motor Neuron 

 Disease”.  When I heard those words I knew that instant that is the truth of the matter.  Later, tests confirmed it. 

Three years have transpired.   MND has no hard and fast rules as to progression.  It has taken the use of both of my legs, right arm, 

ability to speak and to drink and swallow, and I am fed via a tube inserted into my stomach.  I still have use of my left hand and I 

work it overtime.  Much of my day is spent talking to friends, new and old, on my computer.  Email is a constant means of  

communication.   

 

What I wish to share with readers is how I handle my journey.  No secret there; it is family, faith and friends.  I love my family and 

friends and my faith is the catalyst that gives me my life force.  When my end of road comes, my simple faith will be with me.  I 

am so encouraged by people who practice their faith. 

So, dear reader, continue to be of good cheer.  Paradise is not lost.  Strive for the truth; keep the ancient Christian precept alive, 

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
 

Tom Cleary worships at Mudgeeraba Sunday morning.  In a wheel chair, he is brought by his daughter, Annalise, her hus-

band, Simon, and his grandchildren.  Before Mass, many of our congregation speak with Tom through his computer and 

benefit from his wisdom and inspiring example. 

PARISH  PROFILES 

 Eileen Burke and her husband 

had a business in Burleigh and wor-

shipped at the old Infant Saviour 

Church from the early 1980’s.  Eileen 

and her mother used to walk to church 

and attended many mid-week masses.  

She helped count the collection every 

week and continued to do so even after 

she moved to Mudgeeraba.    

 She and her husband went to 

live at Sovereign Lodge Retirement 

Village, Mudgeeraba.  He died not long 

after.  Eileen became a member of our 

congregation just after the dedication of 

St Benedict’s in March, 1996. 

 In earlier years she drove her-

self, but now, 91 years young, she is 

brought by her granddaughter, 

Rhonwyn, who drives down from  

Pictured is Daughter Annnalise with her father Tom Cleary 

With   Dignity  

 and   Grace 

Brisbane every week.   

 Eileen has communion from 

one of our team every Tuesday and 

her daughter, Patricia, comes down 

from Brisbane for a weekly shopping 

expedition with coffee or lunch at one 

of the Mudgeeraba Market cafes.  

She relies on a diary faithfully kept to 

remember her day to day life and she 

cooks for herself.  

  Eileen goes out for a respite 

day every week and has neighbours 

who check her welfare.  A gentle, 

quietly spoken lady, she is a lesson 

in growing old with dignity and grace.   
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The Infant Saviour Meditation group has been in existence 

for more than 15 years and has met regularly from 6.00 to 

7.00 pm every Thursday evening in different venues 

throughout this time. Some of the venues where we have 

meditated together have been the old Parish School in Park 

Street, the crèche in Marymount Primary school, Miami 

Church, Oznam Villa and the Priest‟s car garage at Sunlight 

Drive – providing a real sense of community especially in 

the middle of winter. We are now pleased to be able to meet 

at Infant Saviour Church where up to 15 people gather  

regularly (see pictured). 

The Meditation Group is part of the World Community for 

Christian Mediation founded in 1991 and now present in 

over 100 countries. It has been said that Australia has more 

people participating in Christian meditation per head of 

population than any other country and Queensland has more 

people participating in Christian Meditation than any other-

State in Australia 

Meditation in the media is often restricted to being a way of relaxing and dealing with our stressful lives. Christian meditation 

makes us aware of the spiritual dimension and that,  in turn adds a contemplative dimension to our way of being. Christian medita-

tion is a form of pure prayer,  where we sit in God‟s presence in silence –“Where one or two people gather in my name, I am there.”  

It has been described as a form of prayer where we don‟t ask for what we want from God, but where we silently listen to God and 

allow God to work within us, heal us and guide us. We leave our surface self behind temporarily to become aware we are much 

more than that. 

WHAT DOES THE SCRIPTURE GROUP DO        

     from Brian Dunlea 

AIMS :  As Christians to learn about Jesus Christ our founder, our model, our God and thereby develop a loving rela-

tionship with Him. By studying Jesus we also hope to understand God our Father better. “ You see Me you see the  

Father…”   “ I and the Father are one…” 

As Jesus is our model for living, studying Him 

for an hour every week must build up a strong-

er bond. As CHRIST- IANS we hope not to be 

just followers of Christ but to be “other Christs”-

- a very big ask but with direction of the Holy 

Spirit we hope to succeed in verying degrees. 

 Apart from having lectured in Scripture 

for decades I hope to be able to offer a peculiar 

knowledge of First Century Jewish life and the 

revelations of modern Biblical archaeology. I 

also  learn more from the group discussions 

every week. Coffee and tea help too!  Some 

listen and talk others prefer to just listen.  

  Actual Comments from participants :  

“…the highlight of my week…”, “…wouldn’t 

miss it…”,  “ I’ve learnt more from these 

sessions than I did from professional cours-

es over the years”,  “ I have a deeper under-

standing of the Sunday Mass readings now”. 

TIME SPOT: THURSDAYS  -   10.30 TO 11.30  PLACE:  INFANT SAVIOUR  MEETING ROOM.  All welcome, just 

turn up.  No previous knowledge of Scripture needed. Any Queries ring Brian Dunlea 55303337 

The Infant Saviour Meditation    

 Group  from Paul Gilroy  
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The sound of beautiful music came float-

ing through the air  as this reporter ap-

proached the front door of Calvary War 

Memorial Catholic Church Miami on 

September 14th.  

This music was setting  the scene for what 

has been three months of Jubilee celebra-

tions for Calvary Church Miami.  The  

committee, although small, has had a won-

derful band of parishioners who have done 

themselves proud, by their willingness to get 

behind the committee to make all the func-

tions to date a great success. 

An Organ Recital by Ross Windsor 

(Internationally acclaimed Australian Con-

cert Organist) was appreciated by the  

seventy or so audience who were there to 

hear music from the great composers such 

as Buxtehude, Pachelbel, Handel, Bach and 

Bohm.  The dexterity of Ross Windsor  was 

mesmerising.  Ross demonstrated his skill 

on a Roland C330 Classic (picture 1), that 

came set up with speakers in strategic areas 

in the church. One such work was played on 

the foot pedals alone, then Ross continued 

by adding the keynotes making a wonderful 

contribution to the composer‟s music. 

Mass followed celebrating the Feast of  

Exaltation of the Cross, in which the same 

organ was used for the music. Garry Smith 

(Ellaways Music Brisbane) was invited to 

play for the mass and was ably assisted by 

cantors Trisha Wallace and Gail Young. 

Ministers of the church were invited to  

renew their commitment in their various 

roles by the presider Fr Peter Dillon 

(Southport  Parish); and all ministers  

received a certificate to mark the 50th Jubi-

lee Celebration. The Mass was concelebrat-

ed by Fr Huong Van Nguyen 

Following from this day, parishioners from 

all churches in the parish were invited to 

participate in Renewal of Marriages vows, 

and also honour those married people whose 

partner had died, on the weekend of October 

12th and 13th. 

 

The Mini Mission 

Fr Kevin O‟Shea (Redemptorist Priest   

Congratulations  Calvary 
(picture 2 with Mrs Bern Lane and Mrs Jan 

Zimmerman) was invited to conduct a Mini 

Mission from October 18th-28th October, 

included in the Sunday Masses. Many peo-

ple took the opportunity to attend and listen 

to the message that Fr Kevin delivered in his 

homilies. Particularly his homily referring to 

the word ‘paraclete’ or Holy Spirit in  

people‟s life; and one of his last messages 

delivered when he concelebrated the Sunday 

Mass with Fr Ken Howell,  Sunday 27th, was 

fittingly named 'Communion'. This was 

First Eucharist Sunday for the newly  

confirmed children of Miami Church, and  

Fr Kevin's homily presented a more  

wholistic view on 'Communion' hoping that 

as we grow to understand our 'Communion' 

with God,  we grow together in 

'Communion' with each other.  This homily 

was followed by applause from the  

congregation who obviously took his words 

to their hearts. 

 

Mass of Remembrance November 11th 

was spiritual comfort for the many who have 

lost friends and loved ones. The  

congregation was invited to place flowers on 

a bare Cross which became alive with the 

bouquets (picture 4). A day when the world 

honours its fallen soldiers in all wars, we too 

remembered at the Calvary War Memorial 

Church. The names of the fallen from the 

Honour Board was read from the pulpit, the 

last Post played followed by the ode Lest we 

forget to the Trevally.  The Mass was con-

celebrated by Fr Ken Howell and Fr Bob 

Mills (brother of Kevin Mills on the honour 

board hanging in the church) ((picture 3).  

The stole that Fr Bob wore was passed to 

him by Father Richard Hennigan's  sister (a 

Presentation nun) after his death. Father 

Richard was a US Marine Chaplain. As the 

night was for Remembrance, Fr Bob thought 

it fitting to wear the stole in memory of his  

friend.  Special significance from the honour 

board is the story of Thomas Dolan.  In our 

last issue we ran the story of the Marymount 

students‟ visit to Canberra Remembrance 

Monument. (Picture 5) we see Brenton 

Swaddling placing a poppy beside the name 

Thomas Dolan - (his great great Uncle).  

1 

2 

3 3 

4 5 
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Congratulations  Calvary 
This story of Thomas Dolan that follows 

would be indicative of the many families 

who lost loved ones in the First World 

War:- 

“Thomas Dolan was born in 1895 and 

was the second youngest of six children.  

His father James arrived in Australia 

approximately 1867, aged 16 and moved 

to Tallebudgera 1869.  On the 24th Feb-

ruary 1879 he married Mary Ann Dixon.  

They worked hard to provide for their 

family.  Two blocks were purchased in-

dependently of their own properties for 

their elder sons.  The blocks were at 

"BiBo" which is known as Myall Mundi 

at West Burleigh. Thomas and his 

younger brother Frank were left to farm 

the home dairy farm.  Thomas aged 21, 

engaged to be married,  enlisted 14th 

February 1916 and his unit embarked 

from Brisbane, Queensland on 21st  

October 1916. Thomas died in action 

20th September 1917 aged 22 at Ypres 

(Belgium).  His death had a terrible im-

pact on the family.”   story supplied by 

Carmel Henley (nee Dolan) 

 

The Jubilee Luncheon held at the 

Burleigh Golf Club took on a more light 

hearted atmosphere, people joined from 

all over the parish to celebrate as only 

they can, (picture 7).  Invitations were 

sent to prior Parish Priests and old mem-

bers of Miami to attend the function.   

Father Michael Gilbert, Sister Clara  

Condon, Mr Jim Littlefield and his wife 

Monica, Mrs Joan Fields and the  

Principals of the Junior and Senior 

Schools and their wives were present.  Fr 

Ken welcomed the assembly, Fr Michael 

(picture 6) was invited to say grace, but 

also related the time of 

the Redemptorist Fa-

thers at Miami.  Mr 

Jim Russell (picture 8) 

toasted the 50 years.  

A power point  history 

presentation of the 

church was then 

shown.  

 

Advent Season, which changed the 

scene once again herald the Family 

night at Calvary on 2nd December.  A 

programme of readings and hymns  

reflecting a time of waiting and expecta-

tion of A Saviour's Birth, was presented 

by the Burleigh Heads Choir (picture 9)

ably led by Cathy Carroll.  Following on 

from this setting, children from The  

Children‟s Liturgy and others (picture 

10) were attired in appropriate gear to tell 

the Story of Christmas.  Sr Pat Tomlin-

son organised the children in their  

respective parts.  The Children's Liturgy 

made a banner of their hands (picture 11 

and proudly hung in the church) as their 

contribution to the celebrations. We also 

thank Hilary Hulett, Monica Purdon and 

Anne Marie Webber for their efforts with 

the children throughout the year. 

As we await the coming Feast of the 

Birth of Christ, we also await the last, but 

not least, most important celebration  

being the Jubilee Mass December 22nd 

8.30am, being held on the very day fifty 

years ago that this church was opened.  

Archbishop Mark Coleridge is to preside 

and will dedicate the new Altar, Ambo 

and Crucifix and Chair.  We encourage 

as many parishioners as possible to be at 

the Calvary War Memorial Church for 

this Mass. 

7 

8 6 

11 

10 

9 
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OUT AND ABOUT THE PARISH 

Verbum Dei— I appointed you a 

prophet to the nations. Jeremi-

ah 1:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T h e 

words on the front cover of the maga-

zine „Do not be afraid, I will rescue 

you‟  was the message that  Sister 

Gaby wanted to express to the con-

gregation when she attended some of 

Sunday Mass services in September.  

Sister Gaby  highlighted  the work 

that she and her congregation  do to 

help women and children who are 

being abused and Trafficked through-

out the world.  Sister is from the Ver-

bum Dei Missionaries and lives at the 

Centre, where the focus is to pray and 

mediate on the Word of God so as to 

l i v e  a n d  s h a r e  w i t h 

others.  CONTACT WEBSITE:- 

verbumdeibrisbane.weebly .com 

or Facebook-verbumdeibrisbane 

ON A STUDY TOUR.   from Gaynor Richards 

 

Sister Francisca is visiting 

the Gold Coast as the guest 

of Gaynor and Keith Rich-

ards of Miami. Sister is a 

high school science teacher 

in Tokyo and is of the or-

der of Mary Immaculate, 

an order started in Nagasa-

ki Japan. 

She will study English in 

Southport for two months, 

then hopes to volunteer at 

a Gold Coast school before 

returning to Japan. 

Sister is one of a family of 

ten who reside in Japan.  

Sister has been attending 

regular Mass at Infant Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads. Sister Francisca is pictured with 

Gay and Keith and Brian Hudson second from the right. 

Looking  for  Friends 
What better way to do that than to meet 

up once a month with the Goannas 

Family Group.  Many people come to 

the Gold Coast to retire, or make a new 

life for themselves.  The Group offers 

friendship, a sense of belonging; and 

you will meet people from all walks of 

life if you take the time to investigate. 

Pictured are Parishioners getting togeth-

er at Joe de Bon‟s residence to enjoy a 

friendly chat over a BBQ lunch.    

Contact phone David 0755261128 or 

mobile 0405637759 

A JOB WELL DONE from Bern Lane 

An outstanding Parish-Community member is 

retiring to Brisbane in November.  Joan Byrne 

came to live in Palm Beach with her husband Rod 

in 1969. Joan was Infant Mistress at Southport 

State School and then at Palm Beach until retire-

ment in 1983. Joan was President of the War  

Widows Guild for 11 years as well as President of 

the Ladies Golf Club at Coplick for 6 years.  For 

thirty years Joan managed the Transport section of 

Care and Concern, a huge undertaking, as well as 

always being available to help and advise in our 

Parish activities in those years. Requests for 

Transport were very heavy and she patiently took 

calls every hour of the day. The Parish thanks 

Joan and wishes God's blessings on her for the 

future.  
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World Youth Day 

Held this year of 2013 at Rio De Janerio Father 

Lucius Edomobi was fortunate to be able to 

take part with youths from the Gold Coast.  He 

was sponsored by the parish with the help of 

the principal Mrs Anne Rebgetz from 

St .Columban‟s College, Sunshine Coast. 

After the 5.30 Youth mass on September 22nd, 

parishioners were invited to hear an account by 

the participants with a BBQ to follow. 

The highlight for the pilgrims to Rio was the 

visit and meeting with Pope Francis, a humble 

man from all accounts.   

Fr Lucius proudly displays his banner of the  

Pope and the Statue who watches over the city. 

Ten Years On 

It would be remiss of this paper not to   

acknowledge that Infant Saviour Church 

Burleigh Heads, will celebrate its tenth 

birthday on 12th December 2013.  It was 

on this day ten years ago that 350 people 

saw the church officially dedicated and 

blessed by our then Archbishop John Bath-

ersby.  In his homily he said:- „There is no 

greater privilege for a parish to celebrate or for a bishop to bless than a completed 

church in a new place of worship‘ -  He related that privilege to the fact that worship held 

such a significant place in the life of the Church. 

The welcome at the beginning of the 

Multicultural celebrations for the 

Mass at the Doyle Centre said it all, 

and what the day held for those who 

attended.  Quote:- 

“We gather in thanksgiving to cele-

brate the many nationalities and cul-

tures God has gifted our Parish.  

Many of us are migrants who have 

chosen to come to Australia, this land 

of peace.  Many too, are refugees from 

war torn countries, traumatised and 

seeking acceptance, peace and free-

dom to allow their children to reach 

their full potential living in liberty and 

love of neighbour. 

In this Year of Faith we celebrate our 

differences as members of the Body of 

Christ serving each other in freedom, 

love and the bounteous beauty of our 

land Australia.” 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

MULTICULTURAL SUNDAY 

AT THE DOYLE CENTRE A blend of voices could be heard at 10am Mass on November 3rd. Students 

from St Laurence College middle school Choir, South Brisbane, combined with 

the Marymount College students to bring a wonderful ministry to the Mass.  Mr. 

Anthony Young is Head of Classroom Choral and Liturgical Music at St Laurence 

College, a member of the Liturgy Commission, and is in charge of the Music at 

St Ignatius Toowong. Anthony has almost completed a doctorate in music edu-

cation at the Qld Conservatorium  This is the school’s fourth trip to this mass.. 

BLENDING TOGETHER 
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Marymount Captains 2014 
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Burleigh Heads Parish Congratulates the new  
Captains for the 2014 school year. 
  

Captains: Maddie Dick, Liam Larkin  

Vice Captains: Sierra Sweeny, Shane Carroll  

Councillors: Nikara Rangesh, Jasmine Hodson, 
 Ceinwen Caesar, Charley Wignall, Robert Minford, 
Tom Marais, Thomas Popovic, Connor Faulkner  

(Not pictured) 

House Captains  

Allambee: Millie Clout, Matthew Ash  

Bulimah: Cody Langlands, Sam Kennedy  

Katandra: Laura Dolan, Kieran Kennedy  
Patanga: Courtenay Howard, Matthew Popovic 
(Not pictured) 

Christmas Hampers will once 

again be distributed by the St 

Vincent De Paul Infant Saviour 

Conference. The Conference 

members have been active 

throughout the year offering 

help to the poor and disadvan-

taged.  They go out in pairs five 

days a week with food and oth-

er items.  Special events for the 

Conference have included a visit 

to Marian Valley, a Past Mem-

bers’ Luncheon, but most im-

portantly, Marymount Day in 

September.  Every year the stu-

dents present the St Vincent De 

Paul Infant Saviour Conference  

with items for the Christmas 

Hampers and this year was no 

different. 

Marymount students (pictured) 

presented 89 baskets of food 

that had been collected over 

previous weeks to the Confer-

ence. 

The items will be collated for 

distribution as hampers to the 

disadvantaged on Christmas 

Eve, as is the St Vincent de 

Paul tradition. Members busy at 

work–Kim Price, Ken Evans, Ron Cale. 

Be part of  the Christmas 

Gifting for others in your 

church this Advent. 

Christmas Cheer from Vinnies 

Marymount Awards  
 

Awards night at Marymount College in 2014 was again a high-

light for all the hard work that the students  have put over the 

year. 

 

The Parish would like to acknowledge the merits of all the stu-

dents who have received awards., and congratulating all who  

received year end awards.  A special acknowledgment to  Monica 

Esmond (pictured) who received a Leadership Award as well as 

the Marymount College P & F Association Dux of the College. 


