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Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 14 August 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 15 August 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 16 August  -  St Stephen 

9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 17 August 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Wednesday 18 August 
St Alberto Hurtado 

5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 19 August 
St John Eudes 
St Ezekiel Moreno 

5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 20 August  
St Bernard  

10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 21 August 
St Pius X 

8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 22 August 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jack Ho  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom  

This Sunday, 15 August, the Church 
celebrates the Feast Day of the 
Assumption of Our Lady when 
according to our faith, the Holy 
Mother, “having completed her course 
of her earthly life, was assumed body 
and soul into heavenly glory”.  
Although defined as an article of faith 
by Pope Pius XII just over 70 years 
ago, the Assumption of Our Lady into 

heaven has been accepted from back to the earliest of Christian times.  
The Assumption signals the end of Mary’s earthly life and marks her return to 
heaven to be reunited with Jesus. While the bodies of both Jesus and Mary are 
now in heaven, there is a difference between the Assumption and the 
Resurrection. Where Jesus arose from the tomb and ascended into heaven by his 
own power, Mary’s body was taken up to heaven by the power of her Son.  
For this reason we use different words to describe each event. One is the 
Ascension of Christ and the other, the Assumption of Mary. 
 
Historical Background  
Although some scholars insist there is no historical data to prove the historical fact 
of the Assumption, apart from faith there is also strong and reasoned data to 
support the event.  
Firstly, at no time in history has Christendom venerated a grave or tomb of the 
Blessed Virgin.  
Until the 5th century of Christianity there was not even a legend concerning her 
place of burial.  
There is absolutely no relic of Our Lady’s body in existence; nor has any person or 
city ever claimed possession of such a relic. From the earliest times of the 
Church, the faithful venerated the remains of the Saints. Relics of the Apostles 
and of thousands of martyrs are preserved in shrines and caskets. The sacred 
remains of Mary could not have been lost or neglected.  
In the first sixteen centuries of Christianity no reputable theologian or school of 
theology ever questioned the dogma of the Assumption.  
In addition, there was also the solid and deep-rooted conviction among the first 
Christians that something extraordinary happened to Our Lady at the moment of 
her departure from this life. This found expression in writings, sermons, devotional 
practices, and prayers to Mary “assumed into heaven”, and was followed by 
churches, religious orders, cities and nations across the world dedicating or 
consecrating to her under the title of Assumption. 
 
The Assumption of Mary Feast Day dates back to earliest Christian times  
The first believed to have asked what had happened to Mary’s body was St 
Epiphanius, a 4th Century bishop who devoted himself to the study of Mary’s 
death and believed Our Lady did not die but instead was recalled to heaven.  

        continued next page ... 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
15 August, 2021  

Year B:  Apoc 11:19,12:1-6,10;  1 Cor 15:20-26;  Lk 1:39-56 
next week's Readings:  Joshua 24:1-2,15-18;  Eph 5:21-32;  Jn 6:60-69 
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The feast day of this holy and momentous event stems from the middle of the 5th Century when the Commemoration of the Mother 
of God was celebrated each year on 15 August in a shrine located near Jerusalem. More than 100 years later, the feast also 
commemorated the end of Mary’s sojourn on earth and was known as the “Dormition of Our Lady.”  
The feast was introduced to Rome in the 8th Century by Pope Sergius and from there it spread rapidly throughout western Europe, 
with Pope Hadrian later giving the Feast Day its official name as the Assumption of Mary towards the end of the Century. 
 
Dogma and Definition  
When Pope Pius IX defined the dogma of the Immaculate Conception in 1854, 
it drew attention to the possibility of a dogmatic definition of the Assumption. 
Both are truths not found explicitly in the Bible which was when many 
petitioned the Apostolic See for an immediate definition.  
Between 1849 and 1940 more than 2,500 petitions were received from bishops 
and superiors or religious orders across the world of which more than 73% 
came from the Catholic hierarchy. Finally, on 1 November in the Holy Year, 
1950, the day after the closing of the International Marian Congress in Rome, 
Pope Pius XII solemnly defined the dogma of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary into heaven.  
This great event took place in St Peter’s Piazza in the presence of 40 
Cardinals, 500 bishops, thousands of priests and more than a million of the 
faithful.  
“Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and 
soul into heavenly glory,” Pope Pius told the masses. 
For many, the most telling verification of the Assumption can be found not only 
in learned theological studies or definitive doctrinal statements, but in the 
medium of Mary’s many apparitions which the Church has declared worthy of 
belief. Where these apparitions have appeared have become beloved Holy 
shrines visited by millions each year and include the Shrines of Our Lady at 
Guadaloupe, Lourdes and Fatima, and other locally venerated places.  
 
Artwork: “Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary”, Stephen Whatley, 2008 

It isn’t often that we get a reading from Revelation in our 
Lectionary selections. If you are like me, you probably haven’t 
preached from it very much – if at all. Perhaps your biblical 
reading doesn’t include Revelation as well. Here is a chance to 
do something about that, so I will focus on the first reading and 
add some notes I found helpful about this feast.   
During my years as a priest I find it interesting that the people 
who like to read the Book of Revelations are the people who 
seem to be doing it tough like prison inmates, homeless, drug 
addiction, mental health issues. What was it that they found so 
attractive in its exaggerated and stark symbolism – in a biblical 
book that most Christians seem to avoid? I came to realize they 
were drawn to its description of the harsh struggle between good 
and evil that permeates the entire book. They found it comforting 
to hope that the larger punishing system in which they lived 
would someday be overthrown, along with all the powers of the 
world. This was reassuring news both to the early Christians 
suffering under the Roman persecutions and those who suffer 
today. It is reassuring news for all of us who struggle against the 
powers of "the dragon" in our world.  
Another attraction for those doing it tough, it seemed to me, was 
that they believed they knew the code: that they could figure out 
the symbols and metaphors so prevalent in Revelation. 
Somehow, they felt part of an inner circle with special knowledge 
– everyone else was outside that circle. They even used this 
"knowledge" as a way of feeling superior to those in their same 
situation. But whatever misinterpretation they may have made of 
Revelation, you could understand their attraction to this book of 
visions and prophecies. The book speaks to people suffering 
under extreme external pressures.  
The early Christians, for whom this book was written, were being 
forced to venerate the Emperor. Not to do so had, not only 
religious ramifications, but political as well. Christians were asked 
to choose one Lord to serve – a choice had to be made. If they 
chose in favour of their Christian belief, they could have paid for it 
with their lives. Revelation is not an abstract book of fantastic 
imagery and other-worldly events. It was written to help 
Christians remain faithful and to offer reassurance that the Lamb 
(or as in today’s reading, the child) would be triumphant.  
Is it any easier for us to believe and for our faith to flourish? A 

casual perusal of just this day’s newspaper tells us of still more 
racist incidents in our land; issues around the census; issues 
around covid vaccinations; the Taliban’s suppression of civilians, 
especially women, in Afghanistan; environmental degradation; 
hardened conflict between our State and Territory political 
parties, etc. We have to ask the question, "Who is in charge here 
anyway?" We look around the world and are shocked by the 
scale of evil we see. Which force will win out? Are we believers 
on the side that will prevail, or is our seeming small human effort 
going to pale into insignificance before the "red dragon with its 7 
heads and horns"?   
Revelation intends to assure us that goodness will win. Like the 
early Christians we may be tempted to drop out of our faith 
commitments in the light, allure and power of the opposing 
forces. Who is the Sovereign we Christians follow? God is and 
we want and can be faithful to the biblical God of justice – the 
One who will set things right. Revelation then, invites us to set 
our gaze, not on our hardships and calamities, but on God. The 
power of the beast is awesome, its tail sweeps away a third of the 
stars in the sky. But the child being born is protected by God and 
will triumph.  
While there is no secret code to this book to help us in its 
interpretation, the language does appeal to our imagination and 
makes it possible to interpret it in many ways. The struggle is 
clear and the threat of evil, devouring all that is good, is real and 
very ominous. A new people, the Christian community, are being 
born amid great pain and struggle. But despite the threats to its 
existence, the child is caught by God and is safe. No bible reader 
could miss the allusions to the Hebrew scriptures. Just as the 
God of the Jewish people protected them, so God continues to 
protect the new people of God. God’s Word is not past tense, but 
actively protecting and recreating the community for which Jesus 
gave his life.   
The community John has in mind is experiencing extreme 
hostility. They are being encouraged through this book to trust 
that God knows their plight and will come to their rescue. Evil 
shall not triumph. It is no wonder then, that on this feast of the 
Assumption, this reading is linked to Mary’s "Magnificat." Mary’s 
rejoices in the saving work of God, "scattering the proud...casting 
down the mighty from their thrones...." 

          CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 

REFLECTION ON THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 



DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the 
recently deceased and for friends and 
relatives whose anniversaries occur at this 

time:  Susana Celesto, Margaret Supple, 
Sr Elizabeth Prendergast, Alvezio 
Marmotta, Helen Moffatt, Lorenzo 
Abarquez, Ignacio & Natalia Abarquez, 
Jordan & Cleta Bismonte, Isabel Aribal, 
Vicente Jr Garcia, June Dwyer,. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 

The preferred way of signing in to our churches is by scanning the 

"Check In Qld" QR code on your phone.   
Please make this your first option for checking in.  

CHURCH MASK WEARING AND OTHER DIRECTIVES 

1. Can we take masks off to speak or sing?  We have received the following clarification this morning: 

a. Clergy and readers who are socially distanced from others may remove their mask while speaking and 
then put the mask back on. Everyone else must wear the mask at all times except to briefly take off to 
receive communion.  

b. The choir and cantors are required to wear a mask at all times.   
 
2. What should we do if someone refuses to wear a mask?  

Places of Worship are required to ask people to sign in to the Qld App and tell visitors to wear masks. 
Marshals need to continue to be vigilant to remind people of both requirements as people enter a church  
If a person refuses to sign into the QLD App, or says they have an exemption for a mask (such as a medical exemption) or they simply 
refuse to wear a mask, the Church has not been regarded by authorities as being responsible for that.    
Clergy, employees, or parish volunteers are expected to do what’s reasonably practical, such as helping to explain that a person is 
putting themselves and others at risk and using their best endeavours to encourage visitors to wear masks.  However, it is not up to the 
parish to try to force the individual to leave in that case.  The onus is on the individual who if detained by a lawful authority (e.g. police) 
may then need to explain their exemption in court. 
 

3. All Extraordinary Ministers of Communion are to say to adults and children who present for a blessing at communion “may God bless 
you” – ministers are to refrain from signing or touching people.  

4. Please be aware of the 1 person per 4sq metre rule in place at present (except for members of the same household). Only 20 people at 
funerals and weddings.                                                                                                                          

                                                         Blessings.  Padre 

 

 BURLEIGH YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS WORSHIP - Wednesday 18 August, 6pm, 

Mary, Mother of Mercy.  Praising God through song and prayer.  If you would like to confirm 
your attendance please let Brady know on 0466 806556. 

 
 The WORLD COMMUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP meets at Infant 

Saviour, 10am each Monday.  New members welcome.  Paul - 0499 487270. 
 

 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4
th
 Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary, 

Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be specifically dedicated to a Children’s 
Mass and Liturgy. The Readings and Homily will be for the children.  

 
 PRAYER GROUP - Each Friday, 1 - 2.30pm, Infant Saviour meeting room.   

New parishioners welcome.  Please phone Doreen on 0409 057346 for more information. 
 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who contribute to the 

Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as follows:     

  BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent 
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & 
Emile Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Peter 
Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, 
Fred Grioli,  Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean 
Hokin, Anne Lord, Denis McEnery, 
Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, 
Josie Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael 
Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Elmer 
Pesebre, Les Pierce, Phyllis Pola, Peter 
Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, 
Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah 
Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in need 
of God’s healing Spirit.  

Here biblical faith, expressed in two different forms, voices the same hope in God. John is not writing 
a prediction of specific future events, as some today claim, but is trying to encourage and console 
Christians in his day for their very present suffering. He writes to help them and us keep faithful and to 
assure us that God’s rule and justice will prevail.  
 
The Church celebrates the Assumption of Mary today. We see in her a model for our faith. We too 
give birth to Christ in our world. We are reminded that though Christ suffered, he has been kept safe 
by God, to whom he has returned and will come to bring us all to that place of protection and life.  
 
So, the dragon is not triumphant. The Christian is ready to say in the midst of the battle against evil’s 
many manifestations, "Now have salvation and power come." The God of our assurance is offering 
that assistance to us now in our present struggle. 
 
Artwork: An illustration of the woman of the Apocalypse in Hortus deliciarum (Feminist redrawing of an illustration dated 

c. 1180), depicting various events from the narrative in Revelations 12 in a single image. 



 

Music for this Sunday  

Thanksgiving:     
 
Jesus, My Lord, My God, My All 
 
Jesus, my Lord, my God, my all, 
how can I love thee as I ought? 
And how revere this wondrous gift, 
so far surpassing hope or thought? 
 
  Sweet Sacrament, we thee adore; 
  Oh, make us love thee more and more. 
  Oh, make us love thee more and more. 
 
Had I but Mary's sinless heart 
to love thee with, my dearest King, 
oh, with what bursts of fervent praise 
thy goodness, Jesus, would I sing. 
 
Recessional:    The Magnificat 
 
My soul proclaims the Lord, my God, 
my Spirit sings God’s praise. 
God looks on me, and lifts me up, 
and gladness fills my days. 
 
All nations now will share my joy, 
for gifts God has outpoured; 
the little ones God has made great; 
I magnify the Lord. 
 
God’s mercy is for evermore. 
God’s name I praise again. 
God’s strong right arm puts down the proud 
and raises lowly ones. 
 
God fills the hungry with good things, 
the rich are sent away. 
The promise made to Abraham  
is filled by God each day. 
 
Praise God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit:  Praise. 

Gathering:    Hail Queen Of Heaven 
 
Hail, queen of heaven, the ocean star, 
guide of the wanderer here below: 
thrown on life’s surge, we claim thy care - 
save us from peril and from woe. 
Mother of Christ, star of the sea, 
pray for the wanderer, pray for me. 
 
O gentle, chaste and spotless maid, 
we sinners make our prayers through thee; 
remind thy Son that he has paid 
the price of our iniquity. 
Virgin most pure, star of the sea, 
pray for the sinner, pray for me. 
 

Psalm Response:  
 
The queen stands at your right hand, 
arrayed in gold. 

 

Communion:     
 
Come And Eat This Living Bread 
 
Come and eat this living bread. 
Take and drink this wine. 
Come, be nourished, healed and fed, 
shaped into God’s sign. 
Gathered ‘round as family 
many are made one. 
Forming love’s community 
one we now become.  
© 1997, Rob Glover, GIA Publications 
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Across 
1.  this woman was Mary’s cousin 
5.  infant or young person 
6.  the Lord gives good things to eat to those who feel 

this way 
7.  God gives  _ _ _ _ _  to those who are humble 
9.  Mary went to stay in a town in this area 
10. God shows  _ _ _ _ _  to those who worship him 
11.  a newborn child 
 
Down 
2.  The husband of Mary’s cousin 
3.  the  _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _  came down upon Elizabeth 

(two words) 
4.  Mary stayed with Elizabeth for this many months 
8.  the opposite of poor 
10. Jesus’ mother 


