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The Ascension of the Lord 

16 May, 2021  
Year B:  Acts 1:1-11;  Eph 4:1-13;  Mk 16:15-20 

next week's Readings:  Acts 2:1-11;  Gal 5:16-25;  Jn 15:26-27,16:12-15 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 

Saturday 15 May 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach  
Sunday 16 May 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 17 May 
9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 18 May 
St John 1 

7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Wednesday 19 May 
5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 20 May 
St Bernardine of Siena 

5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 21 May 
St Christopher Magallanes 

10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 22 May 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm  Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 23 May 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Children's Family Mass  
           - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

 
 We belong to a church community that 
interprets the signs of holding snakes and 
drinking poison in other ways.  I hear in today’s 
gospel a promise that “signs will accompany 
believers”.  In Jesus’ time there were large 
cracks between the human world, what we can 
or could see, measure and explain, and God’s.  
Illnesses and negative human conditions that 
were beyond their ability to explain or heal, were 
credited to evil spirits and demons. So, for 
example, a person suffering from mental disease 
was said to be “possessed.”  Since the afflicted 
weren’t their usual selves, the community  
reasoned, it must be the fault of an outside and 
malevolent spirit possessing the person.  
Nowadays, science, modern medicine and drugs 
have filled in a lot of the cracks between what 
was once unknown, mysterious and frightening 

and was in the realm of the measurable and explainable.  We have narrowed 
the void, answered a lot of “mysteries.”  So, then, where is God in all this and 
what about Jesus’ mission and the signs he promises we will perform as a 
testimony to our faith?  
 
Jesus tells us we will be able to “drive out demons.” New medical drugs can 
now regulate or alleviate schizophrenia and bi-polar disorders.  But there are 
more powerful demons medication can’t deal with, that concerned Jesus and 
continue to require believers to confront and drive out.  For example, the demon 
of poverty: even in a wealthy country it grows and continues to victimize the 
young and elderly. The demon of ignorance: it holds people captive and locked 
in darkness, superstition and prejudice. The demon of war: it seduces the 
powerful into thinking that problems can be solved quickly by force. The demon 
of racism: a sometimes subtle demon, but these days it has raised its divisive 
head in ugly manifestations. Even the so-called enlightened discover racism is 
still a part of their lives. The demons of homophobia, sexism and agism and all 
the other “isms” that permeate our institutions and churches. These are demons 
that might not be driven out with a prayer of exorcism.  But they may be driven 
out by a prayer for conversion, a prayer to have our own hearts and attitudes 
changed; a prayer for wisdom, to know where and how we must get involved to 
do something; a prayer for strength, to keep us in the struggle against these 
demons over the long haul; a prayer for courage, as we face opposition; a 
prayer for hope, as we deal with discouragement and lack of quick progress. 
 
Jesus says we will lay on hands to cure the sick. We do this in our prayers and 
sacramental anointing of the sick.  But we also show the sick and very old, who 
are often on the periphery of our communities, that we want to stay in contact 
with them through visits and gentle touch -- “laying on of hands”.  Some years 
ago an old lady I visited in a nursing home said the thing that saved her were 
the visits from parishioners and their gentle ways.  We lay hands on the sick in 
many ways.  We stay by the side of someone struggling with illness, despair, 
loneliness, addiction, divorce and death.  Someone said to me once, “I don’t 
always know what I am to do -- I just show up.”  That’s a way of “laying hands 
on the sick,” just show up.  
 
That’s also one way to face the powerful forces that surround us and need to be 
driven out: we “show up.” The risen Christ acts through his      CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 
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disciples who show up, giving them: wisdom when serious problems and issues arise; power over the evil forces of unjust 
systems, policies and governments; a healing touch, when someone just needs a faithful presence standing with them in the 
valley of the shadow of death. 
  
What are we doing here at this Eucharist?  Are we holding a memorial service for someone long gone, who once inspired the 
world?  Lamenting his absence saying, “If only Jesus were here, he would know what to do.”  No.  We are celebrating the signs 
of his presence we have experienced in and through his community, the Word and the sacred bread and wine we eat at this 
meal. 
 
The Acts of the Apostles starts with an injunction by the risen Christ to wait. I wonder if the activists in that early community 
weren’t frustrated by his directive.  You can see that they were ready to get on with things -- and they would have gotten it all 
wrong.  It’s their question that reveals their mis-direction, “Lord are you at this time going to restore the kingdom of Israel?”  Of 
course, they mean a purely external, politically and militarily dominant kingdom of Israel.  No, they will have to wait for the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit, then they will know how and where to be Jesus’ witnesses.  
 
He wants them to break free of their limited view, their biases and tendency to misinterpret the meaning of his life. What he also 
wants is that they witness to him far beyond the boundaries of Israel.  They will, he says, have to be, “my witnessers in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”  For all this they will need help, so they must 
acknowledge their dependence on God and wait for God’s pleasure to pour that help out on them.  
 
We are not good at waiting.  We tire out if we do not get quick results. Waiting on lines, for lights, for our children to come home 
from the dance, with our aging parents at the doctor’s office, for the strife to end in Myanmar, and Yemen to come finally to 
peace. Waiting is not what we do well. Why is waiting so frustrating?  Because it means someone else, or some other power is 
in charge, not us.  And being out of control and subject to other forces reminds us of our finiteness, and vulnerability.  
 
Jesus tells the disciples to “wait for the promise of the Father.” They cannot go off spreading the news of his resurrection on 
their own. They are a small, fearful community that has no power on its own. As the Gospels showed, they have a tendency to 
get Jesus’ message all wrong.  What’s more, they flee when things get tough. On their own they will be misguided, perhaps 
engage in ways that are not of Jesus. Haven’t we made some pretty big mistakes in our history about his message and in his 
name?  Our history has tales of promoting our religion by forced baptisms and by trampling over the dignity and cultures of 
whole civilizations. And like the original disciples, we have been cowardly when courage and resistance to force was required. 
 
So the disciples and we must “hold our horses,” 
restrain ourselves and show up and wait for God’ 
promise to be fulfilled. What’s more, the fulfilment 
will come at God’s timing, not our own.  We are 
action-oriented aren’t we?  We have our projects 
and plans; we want to get on with things. Even 
when our plans and intentions are noble and serve 
a good purpose, how does God figure into them?  
Do we know?  Have we asked?  Do we wait for an 
answer, some direction?  Maybe we have to “hurry 
up and wait.”  “Don’t just do something, stand 
there!”  Waiting on the Spirit is a reversal of our 
usual mode of operating. 
 
Thomas Troeger, the Presbyterian preacher and 
homiletician, in a sermon preached on Ascension 
Day, recalls the frustration of the disciples and the 
early church in their waiting and longing for the 
fulfilment of the reign of God.  He says we too know 
that frustration.  After having given our lives over to 
Jesus Christ, we experience not triumph, but a 
mixture of triumph and defeat. Has anything really 
changed? What difference does our faith make?  
“When will things come together in some whole and 
enduring pattern?”  he wonders. 
 
And then Troeger quotes Yeats’ lines to describe 
our world:  
 “Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 
    Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 
    the blood dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere 
    the ceremony of innocence is drowned; 
    the best lack all conviction, while the worst 
    are full of passionate intensity.”            
   (from “The Second Coming”)  

PENTECOST SUNDAY (22/23 May)   -  Please wear RED to church 

Artwork:   
A. 'Jesus Mafa’ project of Cameroon – retrieved online  
http://www.jesusmafa.com/?dt_portfolio=n-59-ascension-lc-24-46-53&lang=en  
B. Ascension perspective by Salvador Dali. Retrieved online  http://www.dali.com/blog/
dalis-ascension-of-christ-among-his-most-powerful- masterworks/ 

http://www.jesusmafa.com/?dt_portfolio=n-59-ascension-lc-24-46-53&lang=en


SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent 
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & 
Emile Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Peter 
Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, 
Fred Grioli,  Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean 
Hokin, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Pat 
Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Elmer Pesebre, Les Pierce, Phyllis 
Pola, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia 
Tonner, Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler, 
Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in 
need of God’s healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Bob Young, 
Stephen Richardson, Robert Mackintosh, 
Gary Gleeson, Charlie and Alfred Gatt, 
Janine Kilfoy, John Kilfoy, Una Kilfoy. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funerals of 
Robert Mackintosh and Robert Young who 
have died in Christ.  
Let us remember their families and friends in 
our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Next Sunday (23 May) and every 4th Sunday of the 

Month at 10am Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters.   
 

 PARISH YOUTH MASS - 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, 5.30pm, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy.  Any young people who wish to be involved see the Mass Co-ordinator. 
 

 PRAYER GROUP - Each Friday, 1 - 2.30pm, Infant Saviour meeting room.  New 

parishioners welcome.  Please phone Doreen 0409 057346 for more information. 
 

 PLAYGROUP - Mother Effect Gold Coast - meets each Tuesday from 9am - 11am at 

Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.  Donation $2.  
 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who contribute to 

the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as follows:   

BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

Timor Leste Floods Update  
Many thanks and blessings to all our generous donors.  Donations have been sent to twelve 
facilities run by different groups of Religious Sisters who need this help immediately. Further 
transfers will be made as funds are received.   
You can use and share the - Go Fund Me Link https://gofund.me/d8a2e661, or just place a donation 
in a plain envelope on the plate marked Timor Floods and your Name, or use the Parish Account 
BSB 064 786, A/c 100010144 – with Reference: Timor Floods -Surname.  
Donations accepted only until the end of May.   
Sue & Bren 0407533048  

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference - National Count of Mass Attendance 
 
Each Mass during the first four Sundays + Vigil of May a representative will be counting numbers.  On the 4 th 
Sunday we will have a 2 - 3 minute age group count where people will be asked to stand in age brackets 
when called (this standing count will only occur for age identification). Thank you for your co-operation in this 
vital analysis that enables the Dioceses to seek data for future planning.  

FLORES DE MAYO  
Every year our Parish celebrates this 
Filipino festival of flowers for Mary in May. 
This festival is marked with the Santacruzan 
Procession, Rosary, and Mass.  
Please join us 29 May in Mary Mother of 
Mercy Church - 10am Procession and 
Rosary followed by Mass and Community 
Lunch (Covid Norms).  
NB – 8am Mass that Saturday at Infant 
Saviour is transferred to Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Church.  

The Neocatechumenal Way:  BURLEIGH PARISH MISSION 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
Christ is risen!  He is truly risen.  My name is Carlo, and I am originally from Italy. I am married 
to Lucia and we have 6 children. I was raised in the Catholic church and did all my 
sacraments. However, at the age of 14 God was a question mark for me. I did not have an 
answer to the sufferings present in my life. If God exists and really loves me, why is it that I 
suffer? When confronted with this question, I could not provide a concrete answer. Instead, I 
went through my adolescence looking for life where there was no life. Looking for an answer 
where there was no answer. I could not see who I really was. The picture I had of myself was 
that of a ‘good boy’ who could not do any harm to anyone. Looking back, I know this was not 
true. I was living my life without any real meaning, with a deep sadness inside myself. Yet, 
through all of this God was present in my life, even if I could not see Him. One day I was on a 
youth pilgrimage, and I received a word, an announcement that God loves me the way I am, 
and that he was my Father. The Holy Spirit sealed this announcement, giving me the certainty 
that God exists and that He loves me with all my sins. This helped me little by little to 
reconcile with my history, asking my father for forgiveness and to see that behind all of the 
events of my life God was present. God allowed this time of suffering, of dryness, which was 
an experience of the desert, to show me that I can only find true lasting happiness in Him. 
God was able to enter into my life by means of a gradual initiation to faith, a catechumenate 
lived in a Christian community. This experience is possible also for you.   
Young and old, COME AND LISTEN!   God loves you.  
Let him speak to you!   He is making all things new.  
We invite you to hear our experience of the Neocatechumenal 
Way which has been enriching the lives of many for the last 50 
years and was described by St John Paul II as ‘an itinerary of 
Catholic formation valid for our society and our times’. May the 
Virgin Mary who inspired this Way intercede for us, that humility, 
simplicity and praise may appear among us. Let us all pray that 
this gift to the parish may bear fruit, fruit that will last! 
 

Catechesis for the Youth and Adults 
Mary, Mother of Mercy Church 

Mondays and Thursdays 7 - 8pm 
Starting on the 24

th
 of May in the Church Hall  

For more information call Carlo on 0478 727769   

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2021 – CONFIRMATION 
Our enrolled families have commenced preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  We are 
spending time looking at the Baptism Rite, the symbol of water, how we are called by name, 
and the promise made to Noah.  On Pentecost Sunday the children will be receiving the 
Creed and bringing along their doves which will be displayed in the church.   
Families are working towards the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation which will be 
held later in July this year. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/gU7JC2xMAOIpjLWDIn10f2?domain=gofund.me


Music for this Sunday  

Gathering:    Canticle Of The Sun 
 
  The heavens are telling the glory of God, 
  and all creation is shouting for joy. 
  Come, dance in the forest,  
  come, play in the field,  
  and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord. 
 
Praise to the fire, who gives us his light, 
the warmth of the sun to brighten our night, 
he dances with joy, his spirit so bright, 
he sings of you. 
 
Praise to the earth, who makes life to grow, 
the creatures you made to let your life show, 
the flowers and trees that help us to know 
the heart of love. 
 
Praise to the death, that makes our life real, 
the knowledge of loss that helps us to feel, 
the gift of yourself, your presence revealed 
to bring us home. 
 
© 1980, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications 
 
Psalm Response:    
 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 
Communion:    Be Not Afraid 
 
You shall cross the barren desert, 
but you shall not die of thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety 
though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands 
and all will understand. 
You shall see the face of God and live. 
 
  Be not afraid.  I go before you always. 
  Come, follow me,  
  and I will give you rest. 
 
If you pass through raging waters 
in the sea, you shall not drown. 
If you walk amid the burning flames,  
you shall not be harmed. 
If you stand before the pow'r of hell  
and death is at your side, 
know that I am with you through it all. 
 
Blessed are your poor,  
for the kingdom shall be theirs. 
Blest are you that weep and mourn, 
for one day you shall laugh. 
and if wicked men insult and hate you  
all because of me, 
blessed, blessed are you! 
 
© 1975, 1978, Robert J Dufford, OCP 

For the Kids ...  

Across 

2.  those who believe in Jesus will be able to speak new   

6.  the opposite of up 

7.  a long, thin reptile that hisses and has no legs 

8.  after Jesus was taken up to heaven the disciples preached  

10. to make a sick person well is to  _ _ _ _  them 

11. this has fingers and a thumb on it 

 
Down 

1.  the disciples proved their message was true by working  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

3.  Jesus told his disciples to preach the  _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _  to everyone (2 words) 

4.  unwell 

5.  those who  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  in Jesus and are baptised will be saved 

9.  Jesus sat down at this side of God when he was taken back up to heaven 

10. injured 

1   2     3         4   

                        

    5   6               

                        

        7               
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  10                     

                11       

                        

                        

Recessional:   
 
Glory And Praise To Our God 
 
  Glory and praise to our God, 
  who alone gives light to our days. 
  Many are the blessings he bears 
  to those who trust in his ways. 
 
We the daughters and sons of him 
who built the valleys and plains, 
praise the wonders our God has done 
in ev'ry heart that sings. 
 
In his wisdom he strengthens us, 
like gold that's tested in fire. 
Though the power of sin prevails 
our God is there to save. 
 
© 1976, Daniel L Schutte, New Dawn Music 


