
Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 16 October 
St Margaret Mary Alacoque 

9.00am  Rosary - Burleigh Waters 
9.45am  Mass - Burleigh Waters 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 17 October 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 18 October - St Luke 

9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 19 October 
Canadian Martyrs 
St Peter Howard - patron of Norfolk Island 
St Paul of the Cross 

7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Wednesday 20 October 
5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 21 October  
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 22 October  -  Guam Martyrs 

10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)  
Saturday 23 October 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 24 October 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jack Ho  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom, OAM 

  BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH 
   

  BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY -3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters 

   BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR - 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads 

   PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach 

   MIAMI - CALVARY - Redondo Av, Miami 

   MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba 

   SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

If nothing else, the disciples were persistent. A few 
Sundays ago, when Jesus asked, they admitted to him 
that they had been arguing on the road about, "who 
was the greatest" among them. Jesus corrected and 
reminded them that among his own, greatness would 
be measured by a willingness to be "servant of 
all" (Mark 9: 30-37). These Sundays we have been on 
the road with Jesus and his disciples. In recent weeks 
Jesus’ focus has shifted away from the crowds and he 
has been spending his energies teaching his disciples. 

He is preparing them for what will happen when they get to Jerusalem and he is 
handed over to be put to death.   
Today we learn that, while they may be further along the road, the disciples have 
not advanced very much in their apprenticeship, because they still reveal their 
ambition for power and priority. Jesus had just made his third prediction of the 
passion, but his disciples still don’t understand. Today’s gospel confirms that. 
James and John envision a triumphant entrance with Jesus into Jerusalem and 
before they get there, they want to secure high places for themselves. They 
presume Jesus’ enterprise will end in worldly glory and they want to be up close 
to him to get a large share of the pie.   
But if they had really been listening to what Jesus had been teaching them, they 
would have known that to be close to Jesus in his glory means to be close to him 
in his humiliation, suffering and death. Jesus had been speaking about his 
kingdom and James and John want to be there with Jesus when he claims it. But 
when the time comes for Jesus to be raised on the cross and proclaimed as king 
from the cross, the disciples’ disillusionment is complete. They missed the lesson 
Jesus had been teaching them on the road about discipleship. In a way you can’t 
blame the ambitious two, after all, on their travels Jesus had been performing 
miracles and attracting crowds. They had just presumed things would keep 
building and, once in Jerusalem, Jesus would be proclaimed king.   
When we plan for our future we look to how we can achieve our goals and fulfil 
our ambitions. We put failure out of our minds as we forge on. How could the 
disciples at this high point in Jesus’ and their popularity even imagine the 
reversal that was ahead of them? The two sons of Zebedee would share in 
Jesus’ glory: as his disciples they too would come to know suffering and dying in 
his name. They had envisioned the glories of David’s kingdom; but Jesus’ 
kingdom would be quite different. They had envisioned sitting with the powerful 
and triumphant in the halls of power, they certainly weren’t imagining the powers 
overcoming Jesus and putting him to death.   
James and John’s request and the indignation of the other ten, who probably 
wished they had put the request to Jesus first, provide an opportunity for Jesus to 
once again spell out what membership in his kingdom means – service. He even 
takes the opportunity to state it more strongly: anyone wishing to follow him, must 
be "slave to all." That’s enough to shake them to their roots!  
James and John are not the only persistent disciples of the Lord. Mark, the 
evangelist, is also persistent. He is insistent throughout his gospel that the 
Twelve just don’t understand who Jesus is and what discipleship entails. Mark is 
writing for an early church being persecuted because they are Christ’s followers. 
They are having to "drink the cup" that Jesus drank and that he said his disciples 
would also drink. Mark paints a picture of the Twelve’s misunderstanding of 
discipleship as a way of reminding his own community that they must not forget 
what Jesus taught about service and suffering in his name. Mark’s church is 
having trouble accepting their suffering and is disillusioned about the Lord’s long 
delay in returning to bring to completion the reign of God he initiated.   

      CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

17 October, 2021  
Year B:  Is 53:10-11;  Heb 4:14-16;  Mk 10:35-45 

next week's Readings:  Jer 31:7-9;  Heb 5:1-6;  Mk 10:46-52 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjNzq6Mls_iAhWDF3IKHS0eDJ8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fya-webdesign.com%2Fexplore%2Flogo-instagram-facebook-twitter-png%2F&psig=AOvVaw1oa1rfef-YXzuymsNQioZ5&ust=155971519689


Mark reminds the church, then and now, that Christianity can’t be measured by the usual signs of institutional success: the size 
of church buildings; the numbers of adherents; acceptance and esteem in the world; influence in the halls of power; acceptance 
by world media; achievements of individual members; invitations to sit at prominent places at political banquets, etc. The 
evangelist stresses Jesus’ rejection of worldly approval and his insistence that his disciples must be found in the least likely 
places: on the wrong side of the tracks and of popular opinion; among the neglected and rejected; supporting just causes; 
protecting the environment against "progress"; etc. Mark has proposed to his readers that in the eyes of the world and maybe 
even to some Christians, Jesus’ followers look like failures and are the least significant. But then, what else would they look like, 
if they were following their Master who came, he said, not "to be served, but to serve and give his life as a ransom for many."  
I don’t know what to do with the first reading from Isaiah. It is short and terribly off-

putting. In addition, it seems to confirm people’s worst fears about God, especially the 

One some facilely call, "The God of the Old Testament." God sounds cruel and even 

sadistic in this brief reading: "The Lord was pleased to crush him in infirmity." I am 

sure some people suffering disease, or recent loss, will hear a very discouraging 

message in the Isaiah reading. They, who may already be feeling alone, may be made 

to feel even more bereft since not even God seems to be on their side in their pain. 

Does it really "please" God to "crush" someone with infirmity – especially a servant of 

God? If that is so, who would want to serve, or get close to this God? How could a just 

God punish a faithful servant? Wouldn’t we expect, instead, that God comes to rescue 

the just one from suffering, at least, to strengthen a good person through his/her trials? 

 One final controversy is the alleged 
opposition to science seen by 
Richard Dawkins.  Dawkins writes, 
"He [Pope Benedict] is an enemy of 
science, obstructing vital stem cell 
research, on grounds not of morality 

but of pre-scientific superstition."  [13] In other words, the 
Church opposes science because she opposes embryonic 
stem cell research that involves destroying human 
embryos.  Stem cell research is viewed as a promising means 
of fighting disease and promoting human well-being, but the 
Church, in Dawkins' view, stands in the way of this progress.  
It is important to begin responding to Dawkins' accusation with 
the common ground shared by all people of good will.  Indeed, 
everyone agrees, including Dawkins, that we should not kill 
innocent people, even if killing them might benefit other people 
or bring about an advance in scientific knowledge.  The 
Tuskegee experiment in which African-American males were 
research subjects without their consent and to their detriment 
is universally condemned.  Similarly, the research done by Dr. 
Josef Mengele on various human patients, or rather victims, in 
Auschwitz cannot be justified regardless of the scientific 
progress that was an alleged goal of the experiments.  It is a 
basic principle of ethics that persons should not be harmed 
without their consent in scientific research in order potentially 
to benefit other people.  
It is this principle, together with modern science, that has led 
the Catholic Church to oppose embryo research that kills 
human embryos.  If human embryos have basic human rights 
as do other human persons, then embryonic research that 
involves killing human embryos is wrong.  It was actually 
science overcoming "pre-scientific superstition" that brought 
the Catholic Church to the defense of human life from 
conception.  In ancient times, Aristotle taught that the human 
person arose only 40 to 90 days after the union of the man 
and the woman in sexual intercourse.  Aristotle thought, and 
this view was a common one until the nineteenth century, that 
the menses of the woman was "worked on" by the fluid 
ejaculated by the man to form a human being, some 40 days 
after the sexual union in the case of a male and 90 days in the 
case of a female.  
Contemporary biology has shown that this understanding of 
how human reproduction takes place is radically 
mistaken.  Sperm and egg are the gametes of sexual 
reproduction, not the menses and the entire ejaculated 
fluid.  There is not a different time period for the formation of 
male and female children, nor does the seminal fluid continue 
to work for weeks and weeks to inform the menses.  Rather, 
egg and sperm unite so as to create a new, individual, living, 

whole human person which passes through various stages - 
zygotic, fetal, infant, toddler, adolescent, adult - of human 
development.  
Is there any reason to think that the human embryo is 
alive?  To live is to have self-generated activities.  The 
activities of proportionate growth and increase of 
specialization of cells contributing to the good of the whole 
organism indicate that the embryo is a living being.  Further, it 
is clear that the embryo can die, but only living things can die, 
so the embryo must be living.  
Is the living embryo also human?  Since the embryo arises 
from a human mother and a human father, what species could 
it be other than human?  Coming as it does from a human 
mother and a human father, made of human genetic tissues 
organized as a living being, and progressing along the 
trajectory of human development, the newly conceived human 
embryo is biologically and genetically one of us.  This new 
living, growing being is a member of the species homo 
sapiens, a member of the human family.  This human being is 
genetically new, that is, distinct from both mother and 
father.  The embryo is not a part of the mother (as is obvious 
when the embryo is in a petri dish and not in utero), but rather 
is made from part of the mother (her ovum) and part of the 
father (his sperm).  This new person is an individual whose 
genetic makeup and very existence is not the same as the 
mother's or father's or anyone else's.  There is nothing "pre-
scientific" about the Church's view that the human embryo is a 
human being; indeed, this view is confirmed by the findings of 
science which overturned the long-accepted prescientific 
views of Aristotle on reproduction.  
Now, should very young human persons, including human 
embryos, be protected by law and welcomed in life?  This is a 
moral question, not a scientific question.  Science attempts to 
discover what is the case; ethics attempts to discover what 
should be the case in terms of human choices.  Should the 
human embryo be protected as are human persons at later 
stages of development?  Looking at every single pro-choice 
objection of which I was aware, I found that there is no rational 
justification for not according every human - including those in 
the embryonic stage of development - equal basic rights, 
including the right not to be intentionally killed in the hopes of 
benefiting other people's health.  By contrast, defenders of 
abortion and lethal embryonic stem cell research hold that it is 
permissible to kill some human beings in order to benefit 
others.  However, neither view is "scientific".  Science qua 
science cannot settle the question of which human beings 
should be accorded human rights and welcomed into the 
human community. 
       continued next page ... 
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DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Monica Cooke, 
Tom Bonke, Kathleen Wegener, Joseph & Arleen 
Farren, Noel Smith, Norm Meehan. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for Michael 
Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent Bennett, Leigh 
Boulcher, James Burke, Diane Busutil, Bernard 
Clark, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Glen 
Dixon, Peter Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy 
Grima, Fred Grioli, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, 
Anne Lord, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Pat 
Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Elmer Pesebre, Phyllis Pola, Maureen 
Reti, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, 
Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler,the sick of our 
Parish and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.  

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funerals of Monica 
Cooke and Thomas Bonke who have died in 
Christ.  Let us remember their families and 
friends in our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

Dawkins is also mistaken that the Church obstructs vital stem 
cell research.  The Church opposes research - stem cell or 
otherwise - that involves the intentional killing of human 
embryos.  Stem cell research that does not involve killing 
embryos is not only permitted by the Church but even funded 
by the Church, which has held at least two international 
conferences on stem cell research and has also funded 
research on adult stem cells undertaken at the University of 

Maryland School of Medicine.  This research, using stem cells 
from adults or umbilical cords, has actually been developed 
into treatments that have already saved human lives.  To 
date, despite billions of dollars, embryonic stem cell research 
has not led to one cure or a single effective treatment.  The 
Church does not oppose stem cell research as such, but only 
opposes any kind of research that involves killing humans and 
that includes embryos. 

 LIVING ROSARY - 9am, Saturday 16 October.  9.45am Mass, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy Church.  (No 8am Mass at Infant Saviour that day). 
 
 MASSES FOR NOVEMBER - Envelopes available at Churches. 
 
 ANNUAL MASS AT TALLEBUDGERA CEMETERY - Saturday 6 November, 

7am.  (No 8am Mass at Burleigh Heads on that day) 
 
 ALTAR SERVERS TRAINING SESSION - Saturday 23 October, 10am - 12noon 

Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre. Newcomers welcome. More information 
burleighparish.altarservers@outlook.com.au  

 
 THE NEOCATECHUMENAL COMMUNITY - St Benedict's Church Mudgeeraba, 

Thursday 7.30 - 8.30pm.  For more information contact Dean Sargent 0401 942241 
after 5pm. 

 
 PARISH CHOIR REHEARSALS - Mondays at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church 

from 5.30 - 6.30pm.  All ages welcome. 
 
 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who contribute 

to the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as follows:     

  BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

part 5 next week 

NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 
A 28 day Prayer and Reflection Resource 
Can be used as an Advent resource (or any 
time during the 2021-2022 liturgical year) by 
individuals and groups.  Each day includes a 
scripture reading and reflection upon it, as 
well as some relevant remarks from Pope 
Francis and the Congregation for the Clergy. 
If you would like to order a copy ($4.50) 
please contact the Parish Office. 

On Sunday, 17 October, dioceses around the world 
will launch local preparations for the Synod of 
Bishops, which has the theme: “For a Synodal 
Church: Communion, Participation and Mission”. 
The Catholic Church in Australia will invite the 
People of God to make submissions via an online 
portal that will open on 17 October. Those 
submissions will help the Bishops develop a national 
report to support the global process leading to an 
international gathering in 2023.  

Find out more at: http://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CATHOLIC VIEW ON VACCINATION?  
You can learn more about Pope Francis’s recent encouragement to all to get 
vaccinated with approved Covid-19 vaccines in the link below. Pope Francis 
referred to it as ‘an act of love.’ https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-
08/pope-francis-appeal-covid-19-vaccines-act-of-love.html  
The Archdiocese of Brisbane supports COVID-19 vaccination except for those 
people with a valid medical exemption from their health professional.  We do 
recognise that some Catholics have concerns about the origins of the cell-line 
associated with the development of the AstraZeneca vaccine. If this is a concern 
for you then the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines provide two alternatives that avoid 
this issue.  “For Catholics, there is no legitimate reason to seek an exemption on 
religious grounds. In summary, clergy in this archdiocese cannot endorse an 
exemption on religious grounds for the Covid-19 vaccine”     – Bishop Ken Howell 

http://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch


Music for this Sunday  

If you are a Parish Volunteer or working in the parish, the onus is on you to 
comply with all Archdiocesan policies.  Safeguarding training and registration is 
available online - www.safeguardingaob.com.au If you see any unsafe practice 
or reportable occurrence please contact the Parish Office or STOPline Service 
- 1300 304550;  AOB@stopline.com.au;  www.bnecatholic.stopline.com 

For the Kids ...  

Thanksgiving:      O God, You Search Me 
 
O God, you search me and you know me. 
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 
When I walk or lie down you are before me: 
ever the maker and keeper of my days. 
 
You know my resting and my rising, 
you discern my purpose from afar, 
and with love everlasting you besiege me: 
in ev'ry moment of life or death, you are. 
 
Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 
you have known its meaning through and through. 
You are with me beyond my understanding: 
God of my present, my past and future, too. 
 
Although your Spirit is upon me, 
still I search for shelter from your light. 
there is nowhere on earth I can escape you; 
even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 
 
For you created me and shaped me, 
gave me life within my mother's womb. 
For the wonders of who I am I praise you: 
safe in your hands, all creation is made new.  
© 1993, Bernadette Farrell, OCP Publications 
 
Recessional:    Go Now, You Are Sent Forth 
 
Go now, you are sent forth 
to live what you proclaim; 
to show the world you follow Christ 
in fact, not just in name. 
 
Go now, you are sent forth 
to walk this troubled earth, 
to share your faith with others 
and prove your real worth. 
 
© Leo Watt 

Gathering:    
 
Praise To The Holiest In The Height 
 
Praise to the holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise, 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 
 
O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight 
and to the rescue came. 
 

Psalm:   A Trusting Psalm 
 
 Lord, let your mercy be on us 
 as we place our trust in you. 
 
The word of the Lord is faithfulness and love, 
His love can never be measured. 
His beauty is like nothing we have ever seen, 
so let us place our trust in him. 
 
The word of the Lord means a patient, gentle God, 
His love can never grow weary. 
His mercy is as though our sins have never been, 
if we can place our trust in him. 
 
The word of the Lord is fire burning strong. 
His love can never grow weary. 
He will seek and save the lost until we all return, 
so let us place our trust in him. 
 
© 1989, Kevin Bates 
 
Communion:    Our Supper Invitation 
 
Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine. 
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine. 
Let me befriend you now;  eat, take your fill. 
Don’t be afraid to dream;  love has its will. 
 
Take up your burden now, walk ‘til you find 
just what the journey means;  walk while there’s time. 
Food for the journey will answer your need. 
Don’t be afraid to walk;   love, my love will lead. 
 
Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine. 
Be a sweet nourishment to good friends of mine. 
Let me befriend you now; eat, take your fill. 
Share with your people, that love has its will. 
 
Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine. 
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine. 
 
© 1985, Kevin Bates 


