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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

2 May, 2021  
Year B:  Acts 9:26-31;  1 Jn 3:18-24;  Jn 15:1-8 

next week's Readings:  Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48;  1 Jn 4:7-10;  Jn 15:9-17 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 1 May 
Feast of St Joseph 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 2 May 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 3 May 
Sts Philip and James 
9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 4 May 
The English Martyrs 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Wednesday 5 May 
Bl Edmund Rice 
5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 6 May 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 7 May 
10.00am    Anointing Mass - Burleigh Waters   
                 (live-streamed)  
Saturday 8 May 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm  Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 9 May 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  (live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

The emphasis in the gospel passage is more on Jesus 
as the "true vine" than on God as the gardener. In the 
Hebrew scriptures, God the gardener was a popular 
image and so it would not be news to the disciples 
when Jesus described God in this way. The images of 
the vineyard, or vine were also familiar to them, for 
these were applied to Israel. Here Jesus is identifying 
himself with the vine and emphasizing that the life he 
has for us is coming from God. But he is not referring to 
some future time, when we will have intimate life with 
him. Rather, he uses the present tense to describe what 
is already true for his disciples; we already are in union 
with him and now we must do our best to remain in that 
union.   

With Jesus as the vine, we don’t have to be born into some particular race, 
nationality or class of people to belong and be part of him. Anyone can belong to 
Jesus’ community and receive, through this vine, the life he gives us from God. 
Forget what the person looks like; how expensive their clothes; or where they were 
born. If they are grafted to the true vine their lives will show it, that’s all the proof of 
identity they will need. St. Paul, in today’s second reading, sums up what faithful 
membership in this community means: "We should believe in the name of God’s 
son, Jesus Christ and love one another just as he commanded us." We don’t wear 
special membership pins or badges in this new community. The sign that shows we 
belong and remain in the true vine, is that we love one another. Our love isn’t just 
for "our own"; we love those who are not even members. This love flows out to 
others from the community that is connected to Jesus, especially to the unloved 
and the excluded, because those were the ones Jesus particularly loved. Since we 
now have the vine’s life flowing in us, we will love as he loved.   
John does not say that Jesus is the root, or the stump of the vine. If that were the 
case then, those branches closest to the stump/root would be closest to the source 
of life. They would have a privileged place, could claim this priority and even try to 
regulate the flow of the divine life to the other branches. Those closest would hold 
the ranking of "first class disciples", then there would be "second class", "third 
class" ranked disciples. At the end there would be the lowest and least dignified 
class. Jesus doesn’t call himself the root, or the stump, instead, the image he uses 
of himself is the "true vine". We, in turn, are the "branches" who are to bear "much 
fruit." Because we are connected to the vine, such fruitfulness is now possible and 
indeed, the responsibility of all connected to the vine. No one is denied the source 
of divine life; nor are any exempted from bearing "much fruit".    
In John’s gospel, Jesus has said that he is the source of living water and is the 
bread that has come from heaven to give life. Now, in the intimate setting of the 
Last Supper, he tells his disciples that he is the vine. The Anchor Bible 
commentary points out that drinking water and eating bread were symbols for 
believing in Jesus. Since this was a discourse at the Supper, those early 
worshipers, hearing these words about the life-giving vine, could not help but think 
of the eucharistic cup, "fruit of the vine". In the earliest eucharistic liturgies, the 
following was said over the cup: "We thank you, Our Father, for the holy vine of 
David your servant, which you revealed to us through Jesus your servant." The 
only other passage where "bearing fruit" is mentioned in this gospel is in 12:4, 
which speaks of the seed needing to die to bear fruit. In today’s passage, Jesus 
speaks of those who remain in him and he in them as bearing much fruit. But we 
know from the gospel that bearing much fruit comes only through death. To stay 
attached and fruitful we must live committed lives. Love is the first fruit we are to 
bear; and Jesus has shown that love requires sacrifice and even death. At this 
Eucharist we celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ. The vine’s life flows 
into the branches enabling us to live his dying and rising      CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 
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from the dead in our daily lives. Merely being members of the community of Jesus’ followers is not enough. Our lives must ref lect 
the life of the vine to which we belong and from which we continually receive the will and power to live the sacrificial love Jesus has 
shown us.   
 We hear in the Acts reading today that the disciples were reluctant to accept Paul. 
After all, what they previously knew of him was that he had persecuted the church. 
Barnabas comes to Paul’s defence and protests to the disciples that Paul had seen 
the Lord and had "spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus." Paul proceeds to do the 
same things in Jerusalem as he did elsewhere, he "spoke out boldly in the name of 
Jesus." He was living as one attached to the true vine. His life was transformed and 
he was "bearing much fruit". Such boldness would eventually cost him his life as it 
did for Jesus. You can tell Paul had the same life flowing in him that Jesus did; he 
was attached to the vine and, as Jesus predicted, Paul bore much fruit.  
We are always in the need of further pruning. We will need to remain attached to the 
vine and allow that pruning to take place. In the process we will have to die to what 
prevents the life of Jesus to flow freely through us. What will be pruned away in this 
process? – prejudices, grudges and the unwillingness to forgive others, excesses 
and immoderate living and selfishness. Also needing pruning are the contentious 
arguments we get into over dogma, sects and ecclesiastical differences. There is no 
race, class or even church of people that can claim prerogative over Jesus, for his 
life flows into many diverse people and in very different ways.   
The food and drink for life is prepared for us today at our table. Come let us eat so 
that the bread from heaven and the cup of the vine will strengthen our determination 
to remain in the true vine.  The Vine and the Branches art print by Laura Sotka 
 
Artwork: Icon - Christ, the True Vine, by anonymous artist, tempera, oil and gold leaf on wood panel, Greek Orthodox, 16th century 

Our Parish is now using the new free Qld CHECK-IN App.    Please join us by: 

St Joseph, the Worker – 1st May 
This commemoration is optional in the liturgical calendar, but should 
be marked in the Year of St Joseph.  In the Church’s teachings on 
social justice, Joseph the Carpenter has been invoked as the patron 
of workers and of the labour movement which seeks to assure the 
dignity of work and a just income for all.  The economic, social and 
spiritual challenges brought by unemployment would be a key focus 
of our prayers on this day.  It is also a day to broaden our vision and 
to recognise in prayer the many places where human beings, even 
children, are exploited in their labour. 
 The Mass prayers of the day encourage us to use our labours to 
build up the reign of God in the world.  Our work is seen as a 
participation in God’s work of creation.  O God, Creator of all things… 
grant that by the example of St Joseph and under his patronage, we 
may complete the works you set us to do… 
 St. Joseph has two feast days on the liturgical calendar. The first is 
March 19 - Joseph, the Husband of Mary. The second is May 1 - 
Joseph, the Worker. 
“Saint Joseph is a man of great spirit. He is great in faith, not 
because he speaks his own words, but above all because he listens 
to the words of the Living God. He listens in silence. And his heart 
ceaselessly perseveres in the readiness to accept the Truth 
contained in the word of the Living God,” Pope John Paul II had once 
said. 
There is very little about the life of Joseph in Scripture but still, we 
know that he was the chaste husband of Mary, the foster father of 
Jesus, a carpenter and a man who was not wealthy. We also know 
that he came from the royal lineage of King David. 
We can see from his actions in scripture that Joseph was a 
compassionate man, and obedient to the will of God He also loved 
Mary and Jesus and wanted to protect and provide for them. 
Since Joseph does not appear in Jesus' public life, at his death, or 
resurrection, many historians believe Joseph had probably died 
before Jesus entered public ministry. 
Joseph is the patron of many things, including the universal Church, 
fathers, the dying and social justice. 

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH (Pope Leo XIII) 
 
To thee, O Blessed Joseph, we have recourse in our affliction, 
and having implored the help of thy most holy Spouse, we 
seek with confidence thy patronage also.  
By that affection wherewith thou wast united to the 
Immaculate Virgin, Mother of God; by the fatherly love with 
which thou didst embrace the Child Jesus, we humbly 
beseech thee to look down with gracious eye upon that 
inheritance which Jesus Christ purchased for us by His Blood, 
and to help us in our need by thy powerful intercession. 
Defend, O thou most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, the 
chosen offspring of Jesus Christ. Keep from us, O most loving 
father, all blight of error and corruption. Aid us from on high, O 
thou our most valiant defender, in this conflict with the powers 
of darkness.  
And even as of old thou 
didst rescue the Child 
Jesus from the peril of His 
life, so now defend God’s 
Holy Church from the 
snares of the enemy and 
from all adversity. Shield 
us ever under thy 
patronage, so that 
imitating thy example and 
strengthened by thy help, 
we may live a holy life, die 
a happy death, and attain 
to everlasting bliss in 
heaven. Amen. 
 
Artwork: “Saint Joseph Holding 
Jesus” By Jason Jenicke 

The Vine and the Branches art print by Laura Sotka 

** The existing system will cease working on 1 May 2021 ** 



SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent 
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & 
Emile Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Peter 
Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, 
Fred Grioli,  Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean 
Hokin, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Pat 
Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Elmer Pesebre, Les Pierce, Phyllis 
Pola, William Sheehan, Peter Smith, 
Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Warren 
Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the 
sick of our Parish and all in need of God’s 
healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Peter and 
Kevin Kilby, John & Maureen Meekin, 
Ignacio & Natalia Abarquez, Edgie Martin, 
Rogelio Pesebre. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funerals of 
Kerry Ellen Robic and Glenn James Lee 
who have died in Christ.  
Let us remember their families and friends in 
our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

 MIAMI COMMUNITY CENTRE - The local Council has now cleared the way for the 

building of the Community Centre next to Miami Church.  Our hope is that construction will 
begin the week of 9 May, taking about three months to complete.  See the plans on 
display at the church or for more information contact the Parish Manager.  It will be great 
to finally have a dedicated meeting room with cuppa facilities, and an office.  And yes, we 
will move toward refurbishing the inside of the church and the toilets, but in another phase.  
Please also note that while the church will always be operational during this construction 
the toilets will need to be replaced by a port-a-loo for a few weeks.  Padre   

 
 SAFEGUARDING  2020 passed with the Pandemic and reduced participation in 

services and activity – so for many of us the time has come to renew National Police 
Checks and Blue Cards – if needed.  There were also some changes made to the ‘Parish 
Volunteer Requirements’ Matrix – and the Matrix with the new requirements has been 
distributed to all Churches.  The key change is that Readers and Communion Ministers at 
Mass are no longer required to hold Blue Cards or undergo Police Checks - if these are 
the only Ministry they undertake. However we must be diligent in future should a volunteer 
change or take on another Ministry.  Under the ‘No card, No start’ legislation everyone 
must have a valid Blue Card before  they can volunteer.  Blue card applications and police 
checks must be done on line.  To see how changes affect you visit www.qld.gov.au/
bluecard  If you need help please call Bren Milsom 0407533048. Please check the dates 
on our Blue Card and apply 3-4 weeks before expiry.   All card holders must renew their 
blue card before it expires to continue working with kids. Our Parish will be audited against 
these new requirements in July – so please check and take action to renew if needed.  

 
 MORNING TEA following 10am Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy Church will 

resume on Sunday 9 May (Mother's Day).  (COVID safe norms apply).  All welcome. 
 
 MONTHLY PARISH LUNCHEON - Thursday 6 May, Burleigh Sports Club, Christine 

Av.  Seated by 11.45am for 12 noon meal order. Fun times and lucky door prizes.  Please 
phone Michelle 0409 057346 for catering purposes. All welcome, especially newcomers. 

 
 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary, 

Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters.   
 

 CHILDREN and YOUNG PEOPLE'S MASS - St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba - Next 

Sunday, 9 May, 8.30am.  All welcome. 
 

 PARISH YOUTH MASS - 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, 5.30pm, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy.  Any young people who wish to be involved see the Mass Co-ordinator. 
 

 PRAYER GROUP - Each Friday, 1 - 2.30pm, Infant Saviour meeting room.  New 

parishioners welcome.  Please phone Doreen 0409 057346 for more information. 
 

 PLAYGROUP - Mother Effect Gold Coast - meets each Tuesday from 9am - 11am at 

Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.  Donation $2.  
 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who contribute to 

the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as follows:   

BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

 
ANOINTING MASS 
On the first Friday of each month the Parish 
will celebrate an Anointing Mass at 10am in 
Mary, Mother of Mercy Church. All welcome.  
Cuppa after (COVID SAFE).  
Next Anointing Mass is Friday 7 May. 

Timor Leste Floods Update  
Many thanks and blessings to all our generous donors – 
you have enabled support to be sent quickly to several 
locations where Sisters, are helping many needy 
families while cleaning up their houses and 
facilities.  The first funds totalling USD $3,300 have 
been sent for work at various locations around Dili and 
in Salau.  Donations have been sent to Dominican 
Sisters of the Rosary 2 – Orphanage, chapel and 
boarding house, Cannossian Sisters - girls school, 2 
Chapels,  kindergarten, and school, Queen of the 
Rosary Sisters -school,  1 location, Franciscan Sisters – 
Orphanage.   Twelve facilities run by different groups of 

Religious Sisters need this help immediately, together with the home of the Caritas Director 
for Timor Leste.  Further transfers will be made as funds are received.  You can use and 
share the - Go Fund Me Link https://gofund.me/d8a2e661, or just place a donation in a plain 
envelope on the plate marked Timor Floods and your Name, or use the Parish Account BSB 
064 786, A/c 100010144 – with Reference: Timor Floods -Surname. Donations accepted only 
until the end of May.  Sue & Bren 0407533048  

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
National Count of Mass Attendance 

 
Every year the Australian Bishops Conference has 
requested a national Mass count.  Each Mass during the 
first four Sundays + Vigil of May a representative will be 
counting numbers.  On the 4th Sunday we will have a 2 - 3 

minute age group count where people will be asked to stand in age brackets when called 
(this standing count will only occur for age identification). Thank you for your co-operation in 
this vital analysis that enables the Dioceses to seek data for future planning.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join Catholic Mission online to honour 
Mother Mary during the month of May 

through praying the rosary: 
 
    Monday - Friday, 2pm 
 
    Join Zoom Meeting:   
    https://tinyurl.com/28xh55p8 
 
    Meeting ID:  874 9118 8450 
    Password:  prayer 

Food distribution, Canossia Balide 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/zjW_C4QOD4hBoZEwfBdGiC?domain=qld.gov.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/zjW_C4QOD4hBoZEwfBdGiC?domain=qld.gov.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/gU7JC2xMAOIpjLWDIn10f2?domain=gofund.me


Music for this Sunday  

Thanksgiving:     
 
A New Commandment 
 
A new commandment I give unto you: 
that you love one another as I have loved you, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. 
By this shall all know that you are my disciples: 
if you have love one for another. 
By this shall all know that you are my disciples: 
if you have love one for another. 
 
© Australian Hymn Book Co 
 
Recessional:   
 
Alleluia No. 1 
 
  Alleluia, alleluia,  
  give thanks to the risen Lord, 
  Alleluia, alleluia,  
  give praise to his name. 
 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
He is the king of creation. 
 
Spread the good news o'er all the earth, 
Jesus has died and is risen. 
 
We have been crucified with Christ, 
now we shall live forever. 
 
Come let us praise the living God. 
Joyfully sing to our Saviour.  
© 1973, Donald Fishel, The Word of God 
 
 
 
 

Gathering:     
 
All The Ends Of The Earth 
 
  All the ends of the earth, 
  all you creatures of the sea, 
  lift up your eyes to the wonders of the Lord. 
  For the Lord of the earth, 
  the master of the sea, 
  has come with justice for the world. 
 
Break into song at the deeds of the Lord, 
the wonders he has done in ev'ry age. 
 
Heaven and earth shall rejoice in his might; 
ev'ry heart, ev'ry nation call him Lord. 
 
© 1981, Robert J Duffordl, New Dawn Music 

 
Psalm Response:    
 
I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 
 
Communion:     
 
One Bread, One Body 
 
  One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 
  one cup of blessing which we bless. 
  And we, though many, throughout the earth, 
  we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
woman or man, no more. 
 
Many the gifts, many the works, 
one in the Lord of all. 
 
Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
gathered to one, for all. 
 
© 1978, John B Foley, SJ, New Dawn Music 

For the Kids ...  


