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First Sunday of Lent 
21 February, 2021  

Year B:  Gen 9:8-15;  1 Pet 3:18-22;  Mk 1:12-15 
next week's Readings:  Gen 22:1-2,9-13,15-18;  Rom 8:31-34;  Mk 9:2-10 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 20 February  
8.00am   Mass - Burleigh Heads  
4.15pm  Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami  
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach   
Sunday 21 February 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters   
Monday 22 February 
Chair of St Peter 
8.30am  Stations of the Cross - Miami 
9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 23 February 
St Polycarp 
7.00am  Stations of the Cross - Burleigh Waters 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)  
Wednesday 24 February 
5.00pm  Stations of the Cross - Palm Beach 
5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 25 February  
5.00pm  Stations of the Cross - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass  - Mudgeeraba  
Friday 26 February 
10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

6.00pm  Sung Evening Prayer - Burleigh Heads  
Saturday 27 February 
8.00am   Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm  Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami  
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach   
Sunday 28 February 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Children's Mass - Burleigh Waters   
      (live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

        CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 

Image: God Gave Noah the Rainbow Sign. 
From the 6th century Vienna Genesis, the 
oldest illustrated biblical manuscript known 
to exist. Department of Art & Archaeology, 
Princeton University 
 
Our Parish group of enthusiastic 
catechumens and candidates comes 
to mind this first Sunday in Lent. They 
remind and call us to enter more fully 
into our Lenten journey. While Lent is 
about the catechumens preparing for 
baptism and others for reception, it is 
also about those of us who have been 

around for a while and have gotten into a rut, or have tried a few diversionary paths. This 
new season is a chance for us to be refreshed in faith; an opportunity to think about the 
renewal of our baptismal commitment we will profess at the Easter Vigil – whether in 
person, or live-streamed. We fix our eyes on that coming moment of personal and 
communal renewal. During Lent we do what we can to make that renewal one of total 
commitment; a moment when we do our best to make one big “Yes” to the life of the Spirit 
of Jesus within us. This Lent we pray for the enthusiasm of those catechumens and ask 
for a sense of rediscovery in our faith, as if we were entering it for the first time.  
During Lent we might pray for a refreshed faith in the God of the Genesis passage. The 
story tells of God’s covenant with Noah. It takes place right after the Flood. The writer is 
tracing the covenant between God and Israel, but notice that “every living creature” is 
included. God is the God of all creation and despite any future sin on our part, or God’s 
seeming-indifference, God will not go back on the covenant God has made with us. Be 
assured, the passage reminds us, God is faithful.   
The Genesis passage has the famous story of the rainbow. The rainbow is not to serve 
as a reminder to us of God’s covenant; but it is a sign to God “to recall the covenant I 
have made between me and you and all living beings....” No matter how far adrift we go; 
no matter that we might forget God, or feel that God has forgotten us, the author of 
Genesis says, God will never forget us. The rainbow belongs to God not us. This first 
Sunday of Lent begins with a strong reminder that God has bound God’s self to an 
everlasting relationship with us and will never let go. Such a lover-God is a strong 
attraction to us this Lent, which has been intensified by the pandemic’s shadow of death. 
We have nothing to fear from this God, as we turn away from other gods presented to us 
in modern life and return to the everlasting God who has made a covenant with “every 
living creature.”   
The first Sunday of Lent always begins with Jesus’ temptation in the desert. Matthew, 
Mark and Luke each have their own take on the story. This liturgical year we have Mark’s 
account. It is brief and leaves out the details told by Matthew and Luke. The preacher 
should avoid the temptation to “fill in the blanks” by going to the other gospel accounts for 
more details about the temptations. We need to respect Mark’s narrative and listen to 
what he has to say to us as we begin our Lenten desert journey.  
Mark almost dismisses Jesus’ temptation. He covers it in a terse line, “The Spirit drove 
Jesus out into the desert and he remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan. 
He was among wild beasts, and the angels ministered to him.” That’s it! We are reminded 
of what John the Baptist said just a few verses earlier. He promised, “After me will come 
one more powerful than I...”(1:7). Well, Mark’s temptation account certainly shows how 
powerful Jesus is. As we enter this Lent we may feel our own resolve to change is wishy-
washy, that we have tried so many times before and failed. Perhaps we are thinking, “It’s 
another Lent, here we go again.” We lack the catechumens’ enthusiasm; we have been 
around the block more than a few times! How do we make this Lent a fresh experience? 
How do we gather the spiritual desire and energy to change? How will we even know the 
areas in us where change is necessary?  
After John spoke about the “one more powerful than I,” he said, “He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit.” There’s the source of our renewal; there’s the One who can fill us with the 
desire to change and make that change possible. Jesus will baptize us anew with his 
Spirit this Lent to make our spirits new again. Lent is truly a season of hope in which we 
discover that what is impossible for us, is possible for God. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjNzq6Mls_iAhWDF3IKHS0eDJ8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fya-webdesign.com%2Fexplore%2Flogo-instagram-facebook-twitter-png%2F&psig=AOvVaw1oa1rfef-YXzuymsNQioZ5&ust=155971519689


In the desert Israel was tested and gave in to temptation. Just as Israel spent forty years in the desert, now Jesus spends forty days there. 
Like Israel he is tempted, but does not give in. Mark tells us that there were wild beasts with Jesus in the desert. For other humans that would 
be a scary place to be; but in Jesus, God is reconciling humans and nature. The desert losses its hostile qualities. With Jesus there it is a 
peaceable kingdom – the messiah has reconciled humans and “wild beasts.” Lent provides an opportunity to confront the “wild beasts” of our 
lives. Think here of the aggression, competition, and insatiable desires that have control over us and our nation. They are wild beasts, un-
tamable. But they do not have to have dominion over us, for we have been baptized into Jesus, the powerful One, who overcomes the tests in 
the desert and makes peace between opposing forces.   
We are also told that in this place of testing and hostile forces, there were also ministering “angels.” We pass through many periods of testing 
in our lives, times when our very identity as Christians is seriously challenged. Powerful but subtle forces pull us at us and we can feel solitary 
in our struggle against them. But there are “angels” ministering to us in the deserts of our lives: when an addiction seems impossible to break 
and we find help in a group; when we are distraught over the death of a loved one and other, widowed friends, share their stories and give us 
courage; when we are laid up in bed with a broken leg, or bad back and friends come during these social-distancing day to drop off food at our 
front door; when our faith is dry and we pray wondering why we bother, but the prayer and faith of other worshipers give us hope; when we 
want to be a peacemaker, live a simpler life, or choose the path of 
service and we hear nothing but the voices of nay-sayers, and then the 
lives of the saints and stories of contemporary Christians are our 
“angels” in the wilderness, ministering to us, enabling us to be faithful to 
the call we hear and are trying to live out. Other “angels” may not be as 
tangible, but nevertheless comfort us in the desert. Our ideals and 
dreams, (our “angels”?) if we stay with them, lift us up and sustain us 
through the difficult, testing times.   
Deserts – what are they for us? In the desert of the Jews, as they faced 

temptations and even betrayed God, God stayed with them and led 

them out. Genesis reminds us that when we see the sign, the rainbow, 

we are assured that God is faithful to the covenant God made with all 

living beings. God makes sure that we do not have to pass through our 

deserts alone and sustains us in a variety of “angelic” ways. 

 

The National Day of Prayer & Fasting will be held on Saturday 27th February 2021.  This will be our ten-year celebration. The theme for 
2021 is to “Awake to Christ.” The scriptural theme is found in Ephesians 5:14, “Wake up sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine 
on you.” 
 
There is great power in unified prayer. Psalm 133 says “When brethren dwell together in unity… there the Lord commands a blessing even 
life for evermore.” 
 
The primary goal of the National Day of Prayer & Fasting is to Glorify God!  

 Our prayer focus is to see individuals, our churches and our nation experience an outpouring of the Holy Spirit as it says in Acts 
2: 17,21. ”I will pour out my Spirit on all people… And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.” 

 Our central prayer remains the same that Australia would experience Revival & Transformation and millions would come to 
Christ. 

 Our personal prayer is that our friends and family members will find Jesus and all our churches will thrive and grow. We are also 
praying in particular for a new generation of young prayer warriors and young evangelists to arise. 

 Our overarching objective is through our prayers on the day all Australians will be blessed and prosper whether they be people of 
faith or no faith or peoples of other faith. The scripture (Genesis 22:18) is right to say through you, ‘all the Nations of the earth will 
be blessed.’ 

 The National Day of Prayer & Fasting is not just about us but about the wellbeing and betterment of Australia. It is our Christian 
opportunity to pray for our Parliamentary leaders, National Leaders & Church leaders as well as the ongoing safety and 
prosperity of our nation. The National Day of Prayer & Fasting is ultimately all about the greater good of all. 

 
Our core scripture is found in 2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 
my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 
 
This year to commemorate our Ten Year Anniversary, the National Day of Prayer & Fasting team has asked Indigenous Christian Leaders 
to help lead the day. Bishop Philip Huggins, President of the National Council of Churches of Australia, is also offering support for this 
momentous occasion. This decision was also inspired by the success of Ps Peter Walkers (Pictured) very historic Indigenous led National 
Solemn Assembly on the 26-27 September 2020. Watch Day One here, and Day Two here. 
 
We invite you to join us on the National Zoom Prayer Call anytime between 9AM – 6PM (AEDT) time Saturday 27 February 2021 or 
organise your own local combined church celebration in your area as your COVID regulations allow. In particular, we invite you to take part 
in the Official Prayer Service from 2PM – 3:30PM (AEDT) as part of the National Zoom Prayer Call in which we will have prayers and input 
from Key National leaders and Church leaders. 
 

National Day of Prayer & Fasting Participation & Resources schedule: 

1. YouTube Video promo: https://youtu.be/RaaPwgLm2aM 

2. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nationaldayofprayerandfasting 

3. Participate as an individual or group. Register at: nationaldayofprayer.org.au 

4. National Day of Prayer & Fasting resources and prayer points here: https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/resources/posters  

Artwork: The Temptation in the Wilderness by Briton Riviere (1840–1920) 

https://youtu.be/RaaPwgLm2aM
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https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/
https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/resources/posters


 
 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Leigh 
Boulcher, James Burke, Diane Busutil, Carlo 
Campana, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & Emile 
Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Norma Evans, 
Peter Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy 
Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, 
Jean Hokin, Veronica James, Denis 
McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen 
Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, 
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, 
Les Pierce, Phyllis Pola, William Sheehan, 
Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, 
Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, 
the sick of our Parish and all in need of 
God’s healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Barry Smith, 
Rogan Mizzi, Norman Mullins, John 
Costigan, Tom Hill. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

 
 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funeral of 
Rogantino Mizzi who has died in Christ.  
Let us remember his family and friends in 
our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2021  
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Teens - Confirmation and Communion for Teens 

Burleigh Heads Catholic Parish offers a preparation program for College age students.  
This program differs to that offered to the younger age group. The Teen Program will 
commence during Lent 2021, beginning with an Information Session to be held on 
Thursday 25th February at 3.30pm, at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church, 3 Sunlight Drive, 
Burleigh Waters.  The combined Sacraments will be celebrated on Sunday 30 th May, 
during the 5.30pm Mass. If you or your high schooler has expressed an interest in God, 
or Jesus, is asking questions about faith and meaning, or is desiring to be Confirmed and 
receive Communion, please contact the Parish Office - 5576 6466, or email Angela 
Williams pa.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au for further information regarding enrolment.    

 A warm welcome to all our Sacramental families with children enrolled for the Program 
this year.  We are now commencing preparation for the Sacrament of Penance.  A Rite 
of Enrolment and presentation of the Penitential Rite and Sacrament Stoles will be 
celebrated for enrolled families during Masses throughout the Parish on the weekend of 
27/28 February. Please register your attendance using the following link, by Thursday 25 

February:  https://signup.com/go/rZsXavq     
  Enquiries – Angela Williams, Sacramental Coordinator - pa.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

 CHILDREN'S MASS - Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and 
Liturgy. The Readings and Homily will be for the children.  

 

 CHILDREN'S LITURGY - MUDGEERABA - Primary school aged children are 

welcome to join Children's Liturgy during 8.30am Mass at St Benedict's each Sunday. 
 

 MEN'S DINNER - Thursday 25 February, 6pm for 6.30pm.  All welcome.  Phone Barry 

0418 982448. 
 

 CATECHISTS - The ability and joy of going out to the world and proclaiming the good 

news is a mission for all the faithful.  Catechists and Relief Catechists are needed at 
Caningeraba State School for 1 - 2 hours per week.  Training is free and support is 
given.  New volunteers are placed with experienced Catechists.  The curriculum is easy 
and gives the students a good understanding of God's love.  For more information please 
phone Jennifer on 0409 727782. 

 
 PLAYGROUP - Mother Effect Gold Coast - meets each Tuesday from 9am - 11am at 

Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.  Donation $2.  A safe environment that 
provides support for both mums and children.  mothereffectgc@gmail.com 

 

 PLANNED GIVING - The Archdiocese has upgraded its electronic banking 

details.  Please note below the new codes and BSB. The transition will happen over the 
next few weeks. May I take this opportunity to mention a few details on our Planned 
Giving and finances. Because of last year COVID issues and loss of income the parish 
has had to pare back the budget. Some things will just not happen this year and while 
maintenance is important we will need to be prudent. Conversely the building works at St 
Benedict’s and Calvary churches will go ahead as this is already in the budget and the 
money saved for these projects. The parish is looking at a $100k deficit this financial 
year and we will do all we can to mitigate the loss and dig into reserves as necessary. 
Please remember to use the Tap & Go; the collection; internet banking or the direct 
Debit/Credit. But one thing that is important is our mission and outreach and we cannot 
skimp on this as people and the church matter.  I thank you for all your generosity and 
prayerful support.  Padre   

Please note the new account details:  BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  

Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 
 

 PARISH CHOIR - Monday, 5.30 - 6.30pm, Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.  All 

welcome.  Phone Cathy 0431 356007. 

Family Groups 
 
Goannas   Sunday 28 February  - 12 noon,  
Club Burleigh, 1640 Gold Coast Highway, 
Burleigh.  rsvp 25/2 to Margaret - 5534 2654. 
 
Have-A-Chat  Sunday 28 February - 11.30am 
Dog & Parrot Tavern.  rsvp 24/2 to Lance & 
Marcia 5576 2623 or 0411 359896. 

 Jamila is a Rohingya refugee living in a camp in Bangladesh with her 
elderly mother and baby daughter. With the support of Caritas 
Australia, and through Caritas Bangladesh, Jamila has been able to 

access emergency food, shelter, counselling, and vocational 
training that will help to support her family.  
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 to help 
mothers like Jamila be more for her family and her 
community.  You can donate through Parish boxes and 

envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion 
or phoning 1800 024 413. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Monday, 8.30am - Calvary Church, Miami (Mass 9am) 
Tuesday, 7am - Mary, Mother of Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters (Mass 7.30am) 

Wednesday, 5pm - Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (Mass 5.30pm) 
Thursday, 5pm - St Benedict's Church, Mudgeeraba (Mass 5.30pm)  

    SUNG EVENING PRAYER  -  Friday, 6pm, Infant Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads 

ANOINTING MASS 
On the first Friday of each month the 
Parish will celebrate an Anointing Mass 
at 10am in Mary, Mother of Mercy 
Church. All are welcome and to stay for 
a cuppa after (COVID SAFE).  
Next Anointing Mass Friday 5

th
 March.  

mailto:pa.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
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Kyrie 
 
Lord, have mercy.             R.  Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.            R.  Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Kyrie, Christe. R.  Lord, have mercy. 
                             Kyrie, Christe. 
 
Psalm Response: 
 
Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth 
to those who keep your covenant. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 

Sanctus 

Lamb of God 

Communion:   
 
Be Still For The Presence Of The Lord 
 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here; 
come bow before him now with reverence and fear; 
in him no sin is found - we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, our radiant king of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place, 
he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him: 
be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.  
© 1986, Kingsway's Thankyou Music 

Music for this Sunday  

Hosea 
 
Come back to me with all your heart. 
Don't let fear keep us apart. 
Trees do bend, though straight and tall; 
so must we to others call. 
 
 Long have I waited for your  
 coming home to me 
 and living deeply our new life. 
 
The wilderness will lead you 
to your heart where I will speak. 
Integrity and justice  
with tenderness you shall know. 
 
You shall sleep secure with peace; 
faithfulness will be your joy.  
© 1972, Gregory Norbet, Weston Priory,  

 
Recessional:    

 
Bring Forth The Kingdom 
 
You are salt for the earth, O People: 
salt for the Kingdom of God. 
Share the flavour of life, O people: 
life in the Kingdom of God. 
 
  Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 
  bring forth the Kingdom of peace; 
  bring forth the Kingdom of justice, 
  bring forth the city of God. 
 
We are a blest and a pilgrim people: 
bound for the Kingdom of God. 
Love our journey and love our homeland: 
love is the Kingdom of God. 
 
© 1986, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications 

 

 


