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Year A:  Jer 20:10-13;  Rom 5:12-15;  Mt 10:26-33 
 

next week's Readings:  2 Kg 4:8-11,14-16;  Rom 6:3-4,8-11;  Mt 10:37-42 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 

 
Saturday 20 June 
Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
World Refugee Day 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 
9.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 

Sunday, 21 June 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10.00am   Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)  
          [100 people only] 
Monday 22 June 
9.00am Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 23 June 
International Widows and Widowers Day 
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Wednesday 24 June 
Feast of The Nativity of St John the Baptist 
8.00am  Morning Prayer of Divine Office  
       (live-streamed) 

5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 

Thursday 25 June 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 26 June 
10.00am   Mass  - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 

Saturday 27 June 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 
9.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Sunday 28 June 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

          [100 people only] 
 

Monday 29 June 
Feast of St Peter and St Paul 
9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 

Sacrament of Penance by appointment 
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In the midst of the pandemic, lockdowns, unemployment, political, religious, and 
family upheaval it can be hard to see God’s care for us. It is courage under fire. I 
remember seeing this powerful movie called “Courage Under Fire” and it took me 
back to the days when I was in Iraq with the Australian Battle Group. When 
everything seems to be going wrong where do I find my strength?   
Perhaps the scriptures for today matches our moods. Initially, they have turned rather 
bleak on us! Jeremiah, God’s often-complaining, but nevertheless faithful prophet, 
laments what has befallen him for passing on God’s warning to Israel. His fidelity has 
resulted in, "Terror on every side," denunciations, traps set and vengeance planned 
against him. Jesus’ message in the gospel is also stark as he advises his disciples 
that some will even face death for him, "And do not be afraid of those who kill the 
body, but cannot kill the soul...." Easier said than done!   
We will need to do a little background on the first reading. Jeremiah has spoken 
bitterly to God in past sections of this book and today’s passage is his fifth personal 
lament. Earlier he accused God of seducing him into being a prophet. He was called 
by God as a youth and preached for over 40 years. And the message he had to carry 
for God was a hard one to preach and a hard one for the people to hear. He warned 
the people of Judah that their infidelity to God would cause their ruin. He preached 
against Judah’s idolatry; his message was strong, uncompromising and thus, 
unpopular. His fidelity to God and God’s message has put him in disfavour with the 
people and Pashur, the chief temple official, and so, Jeremiah is imprisoned and 
disgraced. But his warnings come true – the country falls, Jerusalem and the temple 
are destroyed and the leading citizens are taken to exile.   
Jeremiah stays in the ruined Jerusalem, but eventually he is driven out and killed, 
probably by his own people. Although he sees the fruition of his prophetic utterances, 
the nation is destroyed, he still does not see God’s "vengeance" on the evildoers. He 
will not live to see God’s vindication and rescue of the people. But he will speak about 
it later in this book. And during the people’s exile his words will bring comfort to those 
awaiting the transformation and rescue Jeremiah says God will perform for the 
people. He promises that God will raise them up and will do even more, he promises 
God will create a new heart in them, the heart of a faithful people (cf. chapter 31). 
What would that "new heart" look like for us after so much racial tension and 
violence? Can God create this "new heart" out all this mess, estrangement and 
conflict – not only for us individuals, but for our nation?  
There is a parallel in this reading to those who hear a call from God, undertake it and, 
with trust, suffer trials in the fulfilment of their vocation. And God’s call can be so 
subtle that even nonbelievers might respond to it without knowing it is from God. 
Think of the peaceful protesters who never intended violence when they chose to 
speak out and demonstrate recently, but were injured in the mayhem caused by 
outside agitators. We never really know what we are getting into when we respond to 
God’s call. At first it may even have excitement and romance about it. But to fulfil a 
vocation and to remain faithful and trusting during the arduous moments – this is only 
possible with God you can tell that the prophet experiences this blessing, even at his 
lowest moments. Jeremiah doesn’t just plod along, head down, struggling to get 
through. Rather, he knows that God is with him and so, the reading ends with a 
prayer of praise to the God who keeps faithful to the poor. Jeremiah has not yet seen 
the fulfilment of God’s promises and so he must live in the hope that someday God’s 
word to them will be fulfilled.  
Matthew’s community must have been going through a Jeremiah experience – living 
and speaking about their faith were causing pain and fear among them. Like 
Jeremiah, they may have even been quite vocal in their bewilderment and 
disappointment because things weren’t turning out the way they had hoped. 
Otherwise, Matthew would never have recorded these frank and consoling words of 
Jesus. Jesus is reminding his followers that because of him, they will suffer 
persecution. The saying about the sparrows has ominous tones: God knows when 
even a minuscule sparrow "falls to the ground." continued next page ... 
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There is a hint here of the disciples themselves having to face 
even death ("fall to the ground") as Jesus’ followers. I don’t know 
if I have to fear being killed, or imprisoned for my faith; but living 
that faith does have its costs and may even cause pain, or at 
least daily sacrifice and inconvenience.   
Usually a salesperson pitches a product in optimistic tones: the 
most comfortable car; the best-cleaning vacuum; the most 
powerful stain remover; the fastest computer, etc. Hasn’t Jesus 
studied the course and read the books on how to put a product 
forward? Today he is talking to newly-chosen apostles, but 
instead of promising them a glory ride and pie-in-the-sky, he is 
talking about sufferings and fear-raising situations in their 
ministry. Throughout today’s gospel there are sprinkled words to 
the twelve about not being afraid. What might they fear?   
They are not to be afraid because of the small, seeming 
insignificance of their project in the light of the world powers 
around them. Now – the good news is "concealed" and "secret," 
known by only a few. Now – Jesus speaks in "darkness" and his 
message is "whispered" to them. But someday all will be 
"revealed" and "known." In our modern world of high speed 
internet access, million dollar television commercials and 
"gliterrati," living out our faith in Christ can make us feel out-
shouted, overridden and insignificant. Judging from the more 
dominant voices and forces around us, our Christian approach to 
life can seem diminutive and without influence as the world 
makes decisions that affect the destinies of present and future 
populations – and of the planet itself.   
Jesus promises his message will be "proclaimed on the 
housetops." How? Some people in our history have been very 
forthright proclaimers, they have been like people standing on 
roof tops for all to see and hear. But most of us are afraid of such 
heights and our call might be less spectacular, but still requiring 
courage. I read this Brazilian proverb recently, "Your head thinks 
from the spot you plant your feet." We have planted our feet with 
Christ and he invites our heads to think and our hearts to feel 
from that spot. We must, if we are standing with Christ, 
acknowledge him by lives and words that are recognizable as 
having him as their source.  

 
Jesus predicts a sign by which we will know we are being faithful 
to him. When we are standing on his side of honesty, concern, 
forgiveness, trust, community, etc, we will stir up opposition and 
strife. He is aware that, just as he found resistance to his 
teaching, so will his followers. So he tells them, "And do not be 
afraid of those who kill the body...," for they have power, but only 
over the body. God’s power is more sweeping and total, in fact, 
Jesus says, God "...can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna." 
But the disciples are not to fear, because God cares about each 
of us and every part of us, right down to the hairs on our heads. If 
even birds fall under God’s care, how much more do we?  
This reminder about God’s care for us isn’t a guarantee we will 
have an easy ride as God’s servants. Jeremiah has already 
voiced the feelings of abandonment, disappointment and dismay 
one might feel in the face of the rejection God’s witnesses often 
experience. Jesus uses the example of sparrows falling and 
dying, but also of God’s concern for them, to reassure us that in 
the face of trials and even death, God will care for us. Jesus is 
not going to leave us alone, and more – he will not exempt 
himself from our struggles. He says he will "acknowledge" us 
before God. This image suggests he stands with us and claims us 
as one of his own. When the going gets tough, he is right in the 
thick of things with us.  

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY  
Historically, devotion to the Heart of Mary grew up in parallel, but at a lesser intensity than 
that of devotion to the Heart of Jesus, only starting to become more prominent during the 
time of St John Eudes. John Eudes was born in 1601 in Normandy, France. He entered the 
Congregation of the Oratory of France, founded in 1611 by Cardinal de Berulle and was 
ordained to the priesthood on December 20, 1625.  
St. John brought people to love Christ and the Virgin Mary by speaking tirelessly about their 
Heart, the sign of the love God shows for us and the communion to which we are called. 
To offer them liturgical worship, he composed Masses and Offices in their honour and had 
the first Feast of the Holy Heart of Mary celebrated on February 8, 1648, at Autun (France,) 
and the Feast of the Heart of Jesus celebrated on October 20, 1672.  He died on August 
19, 1680 and was canonized by Pope Pius XI on May 31, 1925.  
Nevertheless, it was not until after the Apparitions at Rue du Bac concerning the 
"Miraculous Medal" made to Catherine Labouré in 1830, and the establishment of a society 
dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, at the Church of Our Lady of Victories in Paris 
in 1836, that this particular devotion became really well known.  
Since then devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, has gradually grown more 
widespread in the Church, particularly since the apparitions at Fatima.  
The main difference between the devotions to the hearts of Jesus and Mary is that the one 
concerned with Jesus emphasizes his divine heart as being full of love for mankind, but with 
this love for the most part being ignored or rejected, while devotion to Mary's heart is 
essentially concerned with the love that her heart has for Jesus, for God.  
Therefore, it is not an end in itself, so the love of her heart is meant to be a model for the 
way we should love God. The fact that her heart is immaculate, that is sinless, means that 

she is the only fully human person who is able to really love God in the way that he should be loved.  
Honouring Mary's Immaculate Heart is really just another way of honoring Mary as the person who was chosen to be the Mother of God, 
recognizing her extraordinary holiness and the immense love she bestowed on Jesus as his mother, the person who was called to share in 
and co-operate in his redemptive sufferings.  
The aim of the devotion is to unite mankind to God through Mary's heart, and this process involves the ideas of consecration and reparation. 
A person is consecrated to Mary's Immaculate Heart as a way of being completely devoted to God. This involves a total gift of self, something 
only ultimately possible with reference to God; but Mary is our intermediary in this process of consecration.  
Because of the strong analogy between Jesus and Mary, the consecration to Mary's Immaculate Heart is closely linked to the consecration to 
Jesus' Sacred Heart, although it is subordinate and dependent on it. That is, although the act of consecration is ultimately addressed to God, 
it is an act that is made through Mary. 

ART: The Immaculate Heart of Mary - Stephen B. Whatley 2010 



BAPTISMS 
We welcome to our faith community Will and 
Ruby who were baptised last week. 

MUSICIANS, WE WANT YOU - 
We are looking for musicians and especially 
those who can play: bass, drums, piano, 
strings or who can sing. We have two 
opportunities for you to share your talents 
and to be a part of our Worship Team! 
The first is opportunity is Sunday Youth 
Mass! This is currently operating the first 
Sunday of the month at Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Church, 6pm.  We will practice next 
Tuesday the 23 June from 6 - 7.30pm and 
Sunday before mass from 4.30 - 5.45, with 
Mass beginning at 6pm. Additionally we will 
be doing private practice online leading up to 
this event.  
The second is Wednesday Worship from 6 -
7pm every Wednesday of the week. For 
those who want to put their hand up to 
worship a couple of times a week, this is for 
you. We will be practicing the second 
Tuesday of the Month from 6 - 7.30pm. 
Additional practice will be online and private 
practice.  
If you are interested either Contact us 
@burleighyouth on Instagram or Facebook, 
or my number - 0472687071. Excited to hear 
from you! 
Darcy Rogers  -  Parish Youth Minister 
 

PLANNED GIVING 
Sincere thanks to all who have continued to 
support the Parish during these difficult times. 
Details for internet banking:  BSB:  064 786;  
A/c No:  00605 1108;  A/c Name:  Burleigh 
Parish;  Reference:  Planned Giving/
Surname.  

    TELEPHONE MASS 

We invite all to listen into live 
streaming Telephone Mass and 
Divine Office. If you can’t watch you 
can telephone in through your home 

phone/mobile. Driving to work or visiting 
family - listen hands free in the car.  This is a 

new technology for our parish.  The phone 
number to dial in is 5647 3442  -  

wonderful singing, homilies, and prayers.    
 
VINNIES MIGRATION ADVICE SERVICE 
continues to assist the disadvantaged.  If you 
need visa assistance call the Helpline on 
5561 4704 Monday - Friday for a phone 
interview. 
 

SAFEGUARDING - Focus on the on-line 

environment. Our Parish is currently 
preparing its Safeguarding Self-Assessment 
for 2020.  New posters are bring prepared 
and our local Safeguarding representatives 
will be following up new volunteers to ministry 
to ensure volunteer registration is carried out 
and Blue Cards and security checks are 
renewed where required.  Look at your Blue 
Card expiry now and take steps to renew if 
needed. Check out the Archdiocesan website 
www.safeguardingaob.com.au where you will 
find all information on standards and 
resources.  Level 1 raining for all new 
volunteers and refreshers is available on the 
site.  Any questions  concerns are welcomed 
at any time - Bren Milson, Safeguarding Co-
ordinator - 5522 4880. 
 

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives 

whose anniversaries occur at this time:  
John Kilfoy, Janine Kilfoy. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Wendy Aisenberg, Michael Allan, Patricia 
Ashton, Peter Bennett,  Leigh Boulcher, 
Jocelyn Bourke, Peter Briggs, William 
Buckley, Lily Burgstaller, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Mary Cale, Jan Carmont, 
Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Pat Dunlop, 
Norma Evans, Angelita Freda, Geromy 
Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, 
Jean Hokin, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, 
Fay & John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen 
Murray, Josie Nicolas, Mary O'Brien, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Maureen Pocock, Phyllis Pola, 
Goldina Pondoc, William Sheehan, Peter 
Smith, Pacing Soriano, Isaac Stafrace, 
Andrew Supple, Graham Zendler, Norah 
Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in need of 
God’s healing Spirit.  

In a world where people naturally turn inwards, those who seek protection from 
persecution receive little public attention or sympathy. It becomes all the more 
important to reflect on the world of which refugees are part and why their lives 
matter to us.  
A starting point of reflection is to compare the present situation of refugees now 
with that of 30 years ago. At that time public conversation about refugees normally 
paid at least lip service to the UNHCR Convention Relating to the Status of 
Refugees. Underlying the Convention was the United Nations Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights, which demanded respect for the human dignity of 

each human being, so forbidding the treatment of them as means to an end. In the case of refugees this implied that to 
respect the rights of refugees was the responsibility of all nations.  
In practice, it was discharged by neighbouring nations who received refugees, and by other nations which, generally through 
the UNHCR, supported them with shelter, food and safety, assessed their claims for refugee status, and so opened pathways 
to life outside their own nation.  
Despite this cooperative and principled framework, however, it was not a golden age for refugees.  
In Australia an early fateful decision was to detain indefinitely people who came by boat 
to claim protection. Initially a stratagem to prevent access to the protection of law, the 
certainty of detention was soon seen as a means to deter others from seeking protection. 
The corrupting force of this practice and its rationale has worked its way through 
Australian public life since.  
Refugee Week this year is celebrated in a very different world. People continue to seek 
protection from persecution and from wars, but the nations involved in fighting or 
supplying weapons take no responsibility for the refugees they create. The UNHCR is 
inadequately funded to support the people who need protection.  
For society the treatment of refugees is the canary in the mine. In Australia the creation 
of the Manus Island system and the sophisticated regime of dehumanisation that it 
spawned have presaged the creeping growth of control, secrecy and militarisation in 
other areas of public life.  
When seen against this background it is understandable that refugees have little place in 
the minds and hearts of Australians. Those seeking protection are shut out. They are not 
seen, not heard.  
Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ -  consulting editor of Eureka Street. 



 

For the Kids ... 

This bookmark 

belongs to 

 

 

_______________ 

Down: 

1.  something you do not   

  tell anyone 

3. the absence of light 

4. to have spoken very    

  quietly 

6. you are worth more to  

  God than these small   

  birds 

8. Jesus said, "everything  

  that is ------ will be    

  found out" 

10. this allows you to see in  

  the darkness 

Across: 

2. the part of your body that has eyes and ears 

5. wreck, break apart 

7. frightened 

9. to hurt another person 

11. Jesus says even the hairs on your head are ------- 

12. the roofs of houses (two words) 

Colour in the shapes that contain a dot   

and discover the hidden message! 


