
Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 

Monday, 23 December 
9.00am  Second Rite of Reconciliation   - Miami  
 
Tuesday, 24 December 
The Nativity of the Lord 
5.00pm  Mass  - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass  -  Mudgeeraba 
6.00pm  Mass  -  Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass  -  Burleigh Waters 
9.00pm  Mass  -  Burleigh Heads 
Midnight Mass  -  Burleigh Waters 
 
Wednesday, 25 December 
The Nativity of the Lord 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
7.00am  Mass  - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass  - Miami 
8.30am  Mass  - Mudgeeraba 
10.00am Mass  - Burleigh Waters 
 
Thursday, 26 December 
St Stephen 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
5.30pm  Mass  -  Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday,  27 December 
St John 
10.00am Mass  - Burleigh Waters  
1.00pm  Funeral Mass for Terry Miners - Burleigh Heads 
       
Saturday, 28 December 
The Holy Innocents 
8.00am  Mass  -  Burleigh Heads 
4.30pm  Sacrament of Penance - Miami 
5.30pm  Sacrament of Penance - Palm Beach 
5.45pm  Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Heads 
 
Saturday, 28 December 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sat 5.00pm  Mass  - Miami 
Sat 6.00pm  Mass  - Palm Beach 
Sat 6.15pm  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
 
SUNDAY, 29 December 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
7.00am  Mass   - Burleigh Heads 
7.00am  Mass   - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass   - Miami 
8.30am  Mass   - Mudgeeraba 
10.00am Mass   -  Burleigh Waters 

5.00pm  Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass   - Burleigh Waters 

BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH 
 

 BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH, 3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters 
 

 BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads 

 PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY CHURCH - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach 

 MIAMI - CALVARY CHURCH - Redondo Av, Miami 

 MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba 

 SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
22 December, 2019 

 
Year A:  Is 7:10-14;  Rom 1:1-7;  Mt 1:18-24 

 
next week's Readings:  Sirach 3:2-6,12-14;  Col 3:12-21;  Mt 2:13-15,19-23 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 

Fr Saji George, CMI - Parochial Vicar 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Mr Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers 

Christmas Mass Times 

Tuesday 24 December Wednesday 25 December 

5pm Calvary Church, Miami 7am Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 

5pm St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba 7am Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 

6pm Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 8.30am Calvary Church, Miami 

6pm Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 8.30am St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba 

9pm Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 10am Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 

Midnight Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters   

Advent is about adventuring into the world waiting for the coming of Christ. This fourth 
Sunday of Advent features the Angel exhorting Joseph not to be afraid. This “do not 
be afraid” is a continuous byline of the biblical story of Salvation. Even last Sunday 
the prophet Isaiah exhorted the people to have “courage and not be afraid”. Could 
the movie Frozen be about the love between two sisters echoing the Mary and 
Elizabeth encounter of trusting in that which is seemingly beyond?  
 
And while Frozen 2 is not a Christian movie per se. It does pick up the human longing 
to not be afraid and to adventure beyond with the gifts we have been given. Consider 
this: the mystical musical “hook” luring Queen Elsa into the unknown is the Dies Irae 
Gregorian Chant from the Requiem Mass for Funerals from the Church’s liturgy. 
Translated as “day of Wrath” this four note introduction has a firm hold on the western 
popular imagination as signal of foreboding, dread and judgment. Now there are a 
thousand reasons to go about your day and ignore the whispers. But maybe God will 
continue to whisper into the heart of Joseph, Mary, and millions of others.  
 
Reunited by their last adventure, the sisters are now closer than ever. Though 
Elsa has been named queen, she privately wrestles with the feeling that she 
doesn’t belong in Arendelle. She’s been gifted with magical abilities - namely, 
the blessing/curse of blasting snow and ice from her fingertips - and yet, the 
first movie never explained how or why she came by these talents, while 
Anna lacks them altogether. Frozen 2 gives Queen Elsa a chance to get to 
the bottom of the mystery while showing audiences that it’s OK for people to 
feel restless when their potential is being constrained. Even the movie 
exhorts people to “beware the frozen heart” – which could echo the Pentecost 
sequence – “Bend the stubborn heart and will; Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 
Guide the steps that go astray”.  
 
In the Frozen movie the Christian themes are present. Anna turns in her 
loneliness to the pictures on the palace wall, including a portrait of St. Joan of 
Arc (“Hang in there, Joan!”); and Elsa’s coronation takes place in a rustic 
Scandinavian cathedral with a bishop presiding and a choir singing in a loft 
overhead. Even so, I’ve been surprised at the popularity of efforts to interpret 
major story elements in Frozen as a Christian parable. I’m not talking about 
merely commenting on the climactic act of self-sacrifice as reflecting 
Christlike love, etc. That, I don’t object to. I mean interpreting the film’s 
structure and themes as, in effect, an allegory of the Gospel. The common 
crux of most of these religious readings of Frozen is the climactic, self-
sacrificial act by which Anna saves Elsa before being restored to life - an act 
that, according to Frozen’s theologically minded enthusiasts, 

continued next page ... 
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Monday:    Lift up your heads and see; 
        your redemption is near at hand. 
 
Tuesday:    (Christmas Music Sheet)  
 
Wednesday:  (Christmas Music Sheet) 
 

Thursday:      Into your hands,  
          O Lord, I entrust my spirit. 
 
Friday:      Let the just rejoice in the Lord. 
 
Saturday:    Our soul has escaped  
          like a bird from the hunter's net. 

recalls the saving death and resurrection of Jesus. Obviously, 
it’s possible to connect elements of Frozen’s story, including 
Anna’s movingly selfless, sacrificial act, with the Gospel story. 
By itself, that’s hardly surprising or remarkable; many fairy 
tales and family films are in some way stories of salvation of 
some kind or other, and death/rebirth themes aren’t 
uncommon. For instance, Disney’s last animated fairy-
tale,Tangled, also ends, like Frozen, with a sacrificial death 
and resurrection. Flynn Rider, fatally stabbed by Mother 
Gothel, sacrifices himself to free Rapunzel from Gothel by 
shearing off Rapunzel’s magical hair, which has the power to 
save his life. Rapunzel then sheds a magical tear that brings 
Flynn back to life. 
 
In Frozen, however, this fairy-tale logic becomes hopelessly 
confused. Here there is no reason why one cannot be both 
afflicted with a frozen heart and also have a heart full of love. 
Even if the ice has spread through one’s body and one is 
about to freeze solid, one may still be capable of a selfless 
act of love, saving oneself from freezing. The fairy-tale logic 
strains against itself: Love is warm and thawing - yet the 
frozen heart in the icy breast is not incapable of it. Within the 
heart of ice burns the fire of love. 
 
If the imagery is interpreted allegorically, and specifically 
soteriologically - as intended in Andersen, and suggested by 
the film’s theological enthusiasts - the difficulties increase. 
Not that the filmmakers are beholden to follow the specific 
symbolism in Andersen’s tale. But it’s strained and 
unconvincing to impose an allegorical Christian reading on a 
story and then ignore the symbols that most obviously 
resonate with the Gospel story, that were originally created 
for precisely this purpose. Note the parallels to Jesus’ 
teaching on the eye and the heart in Matthew 6:21–23 as well 
as Ezekiel 36:26, in which God promises to replace hearts of 
stone with hearts of flesh. Note, too, the parallels to the 
Easter Sequence verse quoted above: Bend the stubborn 
heart and will / Melt the frozen, warm the chill. We appeal to 
God to bend our stubborn hearts and melt what is frozen in 
us; soteriologically speaking, we can’t do it ourselves.  
 

Claiming that it has more Christian themes than C. S. Lewis' 
"The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe," "Disney's 'Frozen' 
might be the most Christian movie that I have seen this year," 
wrote Collin Garbarino, assistant history professor at Houston 
Baptist University, on the official blog of the university's 
School of Humanities. Garbarino's post has garnered much 
attention as the popular animated film continues to see 
success at the box office. In an interview with Fox News, 
Garbarino explained that while watching the film based on the 
Hans Christian Andersen's fairy tale for the first time, he 
noticed Ana could be viewed as a Christ figure. To explain 
the connection, Garbarino described the themes of 
Christianity. 
 
"The Christian message is that people are sinners and have 
these broken relationships and that Christ comes and takes 
on the punishment for that sin, dies a death that he didn’t 
deserve, and then is resurrected and then brings 
reconciliation through people," he told Fox News. Garbarino 
then made the connection to the characters in the film. "Elsa 
has broken relationships, and she has guilt, and she pushes 
people away - and her sister is sort of like a Christ figure who 
pursues her," Garbarino said. "Anna comes and pursues, and 
when she pursues her, she has to die. And then she’s 
resurrected, which kind of proves the strength of her love, 
and it brings reconciliation, and Elsa is saved because her 
sister dies." 
 
Advent here, as the Christmas story approaches, is the 
adventure of the heart to reach out to those around and to 
change the world. As we know that the Christ child will be 
destined for the rising and fall of many. So maybe Frozen 
reflects this ancient 
Christian story also.  To 
move from the 
foreboding  afraidness 
to hope in God’s saving 
action in our lives.    

We would like to give joyful thanks for all those who minister in the parish and their tireless joy - those who wash and iron the altar linen, 

take up collections, extraordinary ministers, readers, those who visit the sick and elderly, those who help in the parish office, and clean 

and care for the churches.  Our youth leaders and supporters, those on committees, RCIA coordinators, St Vincent de Paul, Care and 

Concern, Children's liturgy, Sacramental program leaders, sacristans, collection counters, newsletter deliverers, and the many many 

others.  May this Christmas be a silent and holy night of joyful praise of our God in his incarnation.        Blessings, Padre 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Time is over.  New door is opened ... we cannot stay still ... we need to move ... that is life ... nothing is 

permanent.  Thank God you allowed me to join in the spiritual journey of your people here in Burleigh. 

When I close my eyes, I see the shining eyes, smiling faces, loving hearts and caring hands.   

Thank you very much for everything. The God who gives reward for 'even a glass of water' will bless you. 

Happy Christmas 

Happy New Year! 

Better future!! 

See you there ... !! 

Fr Saji 

Psalm Responses for Weekday Masses this week: 
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SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Beverley Aliprandi, Michael Allan, Noreen 
Andersen, Patricia Ashton, Glenys Bailey, 
Ida Elda Bonke, Leigh Boulcher, Peter 
Briggs, William Buckley, Lily Burgstaller, 
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Joyce Cabral, 
Jan Carmont, Brenda Carr, Stephen 
Cochrane, John Costigan, Cyrus Davern, 
Fr Des Fitzgerald, Angelita Freda, Norma 
Greenland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, 
Vera Havlik, Cheryl Hingerty, Jean Hokin, 
Norman Ingle, Stuart Ingram, Veronica 
James, Clive Andrew Lang, Darren 
Lemon, Denis McEnery, Anne McInnes,  
Fay & Dennis McGreevy, Margaret 
Merrotsy, John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen 
Murray, Josie Nocolas, Mary O'Brien, Sr 
Annette O'Connor, Paul O'Connor, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Maureen Pocock, Phyllis Pola, 
William Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing 
Soriano, Isaac Stafrace, Andrew Supple, 
Luke Thorpe, Lourdes Toledo, Nemcio 
Toledo, Sarra Tyler, Marie Walker, Dan 
Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the 
sick of our Parish and all in need of God’s 
healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the 
recently deceased and for friends and 
relatives whose anniversaries occur about 

this time:   Robert Murphy, Patrick 
Monisse, Jackie Maggs, Tom Hill, Betty 
O'Meara, Mary Nolan, Terry Miners. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

BAPTISMS 
We welcome to our faith community 
Rainer and Nalika who were baptised last 
week. 

 BRAZILIAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
meets each Tuesday in Calvary Church, 
Miami, from 6.30 - 8.30pm and for Natal 
Novena every Tuesday and Thursday 
night in December. 

 
 LOOKING FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT?  

Padre's Spiritual Book (only 6 left) or 
Mountain Story (only 25 left) are available 
from the Parish Office.  $20 each. 

 
 INFANT SAVIOUR MEDITATION GROUP 

is in recess and will recommence on 
Wednesday 5 February at the home of Kay 
Harding before continuing at Infant Saviour 
in 2020.  Further details Paul - 5593 3794. 

 

 THE CATHOLIC LEADER - Cairns 

Bishop James Foley will retire due to ailing 
health after 27 years and is expected to 
cease duties early next year ... A brother 
and sister who arrived in Australia as 
refugees 18 months ago were declared 
dual duxes of St James College ... Joseph 
Leeds tells his story about a run-in with 
drugs and a near death experience, saying 
he is only alive today as a product of God's 
mercy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish News and Happenings 

   PLANNED GIVING LAST WEEK -    
 CODE:   = very good; 

       = good;   

       = hangin’ in there; 

       = help!   

Counting roster this week:  Miami 

2018 EXPENSES:   
Literature - $1846.00 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funeral of 
Robert Neil Murphy who has died in Christ. 
Let us remember his family and friends in 
our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

SAINT THERESE OF LISIEUX  -  BURLEIGH PARISH AND AUSTRALIAN VISIT  
 
The relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux and her parents Sts Louis and Zélie Martin – will be 

touring Australia for the first time in 18 years.  
 
The relics will travel to Brisbane, then Coorparoo, Springfield Parish, Cathedral Parish, 

Gympie Parish, Caboolture Parish, Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre Ormiston, then  

Burleigh Heads Parish (February 13—14) and Marian Valley before heading to 

Northern NSW. 

Second Rite of Reconciliation 

Monday 23 December 9am Calvary Church, Miami 

No Mass Tuesday 24th 7.30am Burleigh Waters or Wednesday 25th 5.30pm Palm Beach 

Christmas Cake and Sherry Supper  -  After CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 

9pm Infant Saviour and 12 Midnight Mary Mother of Mercy.  
Stay and enjoy this Christmas Eve cheer.   Padre 

The Recovery Course is a Christ-
centred 12 step course for 
people with any sort of addiction 

or compulsive behaviour.   
Recovery Course resumes for 2020 on 
Monday 3 February at 6.30pm in Infant 
Saviour meeting room.  New people are 
welcome to join the group at any time.   

Enquiries Damien Kinnear - 0401 313258 - 
kinneark@bigpond.net.au 

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Monday 23 December, 6.30pm in Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre. To give 
thanks to all who minister and worship in our Parish.   
Please bring a food contribution to share - cold finger food, drink, sweet treats, (nothing 
that requires heating). If you wish to bring a hot dish, please bring already heated. 
Prize for best Christmas T-shirt.  Prize for best Christmas joke.  Christmas raffle. 
 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL FAMILY MASS  

6pm - Mary, Mother of Mercy Church, 24 December 

A tradition of our Christmas Family Mass is to have a "live" Children's Crib with baby 
Jesus, mother Mary and St Joseph.  To complete this manger scene we ask our young 
children to come dressed as angels, shepherds and wise kings.  This is not a play or a 
drama, simply the nativity scene and a wonderful opportunity for the children to enter 
and be part of the joy and happiness of the real reason for Christmas.   
No practice is necessary - children will be called forth at the appropriate time. 

NOTE:  Our Parish will only have two priests until the new priest arrives, hopefully 
around March or April (but this is not guaranteed).  We thank Fr John Maher, Fr Paul 
Taubman and Deacon Gary Stone for their continuing help.  
Please be patient with our priests. 
                                            Padre 

NEW YEAR MASS 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

1 January 2020 

7am  -  Miami 

5.30pm  -  Palm Beach 



Liturgical Music for Fourth Sunday of Advent 

INTRODUCTORY RITES:   
 
Gathering:     
 
Open The Heavens 
 
 Open the heavens, Lord, come to your people, 
 hide not your face, O God.  Open the heavens, Lord, 
 come to your people, open the heavens and come. 
 
Look on the sheep of your pasture, Lord. 
Water your vineyard again 
scattered and broken, return to our aid, 
open the heavens and come.  
 
Lift up your eyes to the heavens today. 
Listen to hear when he comes. 
Know that salvation will break like the dawn, 
open the heavens and come. 
 
© 1986, Brian Boniwell 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Penitential Rite: 
 
Have mercy on us, O Lord 
All:  For we have sinned against you  
Show us, O Lord, your mercy 
All:  And grant us your salvation 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD: 
 
Psalm Response:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
 
Light of nations, Alleluia.  Light in darkness.  Maranatha! 
Risen Saviour, Alleluia.  Lord of glory.  Maranatha! 
You we long for, Alleluia. You we thirst for.  Maranatha! 
Here among us, Alleluia.  Living in us.  Maranatha! 

Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727411 

 

PARISH PAY WAVE  - In line with the Cathedral 

and other Archdiocesan parishes we are introducing a 
Sunday collection paywave point. We will trial the 
paywave at Mercy Church before rolling out other 
paywave stations in the rest of the communities.    

The paywave is set at $10. All you need do is tap your card as you 
leave church.  Please look for the paywave station at the front door.  
Thank you.               Padre and the Parish Finance Advisory Council 

© 2012, Amanda McKenna, Willow Publishing 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 
Communion:      
 
Open My Eyes 
 
Open my eyes, Lord.  Help me to see your face. 
Open my eyes, Lord.  Help me to see. 
 
Open my ears, Lord.  Help me to hear your voice. 
Open my ears, Lord.  Help me to hear. 
 
Open my heart, Lord.  Help me to love like you. 
Open my heart, Lord.  Help me to love. 
 
I live within you, deep in your heart, O love. 
I live within you.  Rest now in me. 
 
© 1988, Jesse Manibusan, OCP Publications 
 
Thanksgiving:    Gentle Woman 
 
  Gentle woman, quiet light,  
  morning star, so strong and bright,  
  gentle mother, peaceful dove,  
  teach us wisdom;  teach us love. 
 
You were chosen by the Father; 
you were chosen for the Son. 
You were chosen from all women 
and for woman, shining one. 
 
Blessed are you among women, 
blest in turn all women, too. 
Blessed they with peaceful spirits. 
Blessed they with gentle hearts. 
 
© 1975, Carey Landry, New Dawn Music  
 
CONCLUDING RITES   
 
Dismissal:   Joyful In Hope 
 
Joyful in hope, your people pray. 
Joyful in hope, we're on our way. 
Though the road may not be clear, 
we believe, Lord, you are near, 
in the smile and open heart of a friend. 
 
Joyful in hope, your people pray. 
Joyful in hope, we're on our way. 
There's sunshine after rain; 
there's laughter after pain; 
and I am with you always, so rise again. 
 
Mary, so open to the Lord, 
when you answered, "Yes", our hope was restored. 
Though you couldn't understand, 
in trust you took his hand. 
So, joyful in hope, we live again. 
 
© Michael Herry 


