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Year A:  Is 22:19-23;  Rom 11:33-36;  Mt 16:13-20 
 

next week's Readings:  Jer 20:7-9;  Rom 12:1-1;  Mt 16:21-27 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 22 August 
The Queenship of Mary 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 
 
Sunday 23 August 
International Day for Remembrance of the Slave 
Trade and its Abolition 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (75+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
6.00pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters 
 
Monday 24 August 
St Bartholomew 
9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 25 August 
St Louis 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Wednesday 26 August 
Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Women's Equality Day 
8.00am  Morning Prayer of Divine Office 

5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 27 August 
St Monica 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 28 August 
St Augustine 
National Daffodil Day - the fight against cancer 
10.00am   Mass  - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 29 August 
The Passion of St John the Baptist 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
 
Sunday 30 August 
Social Justice Sunday - focus on Mental Health 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (75+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
6.00pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers 

In the Gospel, what is important to notice is how what is said about the Church 
(the ecclesiology) flows from what is said (by Peter) about Christ (the 
Christology). The Church is only what it is because of its perception of who 
Jesus is. Everything the Church has to say begins and ends with its God-given 
knowledge of Jesus, the inexhaustible treasure which it holds in trust for the 
world. 
 
Jesus and his disciples now leave Lebanon and head south East to Banyas – 
the ancient Roman holiday resort. Place is important in gospel stories. Jesus 
had taken his disciples 25 miles out of their way, all on foot to Caesarea 
Philippi. That is where he asks his question. It was a city on a massive wall of 
rock, 100 feet high and 500 feet wide. On top of the rock was a marble temple 
erected to honour Caesar, who considered himself a god. Over the years 
hundreds of people carved out niches into the stone wall and placed statues of 
their gods in them and worshiped them. Before the massive rock that exhibited 
the power of the Empire and beliefs and forms of worship of so many people, 
Jesus names another rock. 
 
In the person of Simon Peter, the disciples do rise to such heights. Simon’s 
response, 'You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God', conveys awareness 
that, beyond being Israel’s Messiah as conventionally understood (a virtuous 
and effective ruler of David’s line who would restore the fortunes of Israel), 
Jesus is related to God in a unique way. In his company, the disciples are 
being drawn into a fellowship with the divine never before imagined or 
foreseen. 
 
Peter has conferred a title on Jesus. Now Jesus confers, first a blessing, then 
three roles on him. Simon is 'blessed' not because he is virtuous or otherwise 
deserving but because God has graciously revealed to him a knowledge that 
no amount of human understanding ('flesh and blood') could achieve. On this 
Christological insight, the entire faith of the Church will rest. 
 
The first role Simon receives is indicated by a new name: 'Rock'. The identity 
between 'Peter' and 'Rock' – masked in English, more evident in Greek 
(petros, petra) – is perfect in Aramaic: 'You are Kepha (“Rock”) and on this 
kepha (rocky ground) I will build my church'. 
  
Peter is not 'rock' because of personal 
qualities of steadfastness or reliability. The 
Passion will further expose (26:69-75) his 
already demonstrated tendency to falter 
(14:31). He is 'rock' because of the insight of 
faith which God has communicated to him. 
Built on this 'rock', the Church will be a 
community of life. 'Gates of the underworld' 
is a biblical expression for the realm of the 
dead as the inevitable destination of all 
human beings. Its 'gates' will not prevails 
against the Church either in the sense that, 
built upon a 'rock,' it will survive all attempts 
to destroy it or, more likely, in the sense that 
its members, even though they die 
physically, will not be held confined within 
the realm of the dead but will burst through 
its 'gates' in resurrection. 
 

Art:  “Who Do Men Say That I Am?"   Horizons Television 
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Again, we must be careful when 

discussing the mystery of evil. We must 

never say that evil is good, or that good 

is evil. But that is not the same thing as 

saying, "It is good that there is evil." 

Again, I repeat, it is good that there is 

evil, else evil could not exist. Then we 

are saying, in a sense, that evil is necessary. Then a theocratic 

approach does not allow that God created evil but that evil, as 

seen in our explanation of devil/evil occurrence, came through 

self justification this is the why evil but what of the how evil?  

Some would now want to argue then – where did this idea of self-

justification come from and why doesn’t God stop it? One thing 

we know for sure is that evil does exist. It exists, if nowhere else, 

in us and in our behaviour or thought patterns. We know that the 

force of evil is extraordinary and brings great pain and suffering 

into the world. We also know that God is King over it and in His 

Kingdomship will not allow evil to have the last word. So strangely 

we can see that Evil always and ever serves the ultimate best 

interest of God. It is God in God’s goodness and in God’s 

kingdomship who has ordained the final conquest over evil and 

its riddance from the Kingdom of God. In this redemption we find 

our rest and our joy — and until that time, we live in a fallen world. 
 
So some would now say to me – but this still doesn’t explain why 

evil is and why doesn’t God not make it part of his Kingdomship 

and put us through hell if God really loves us.  I understand and 

state again that the problem of evil is the greatest emotional 

obstacle to belief in God. It just doesn’t feel like God should let 

people suffer. If we were God, we think, we wouldn’t allow it. 
 
The atheist philosopher J. L. Mackie maintained that belief in God 

was irrational, for if God were all-knowing (omniscient) he would 

know that there was evil in the world, if he were all-powerful 

(omnipotent) he could prevent it, and if he were all-good 

(omnibenevolent) then he would wish to prevent it. The fact that 

there is still evil in the world proves that God doesn’t exist, or if 

he did, that he must be “impotent, ignorant, or wicked.” 
 
As keenly felt as the problem of evil may be, it doesn’t represent 

a strong intellectual or logical obstacle to God’s existence. 

Mackie was wrong: The existence of God and the existence of evil 

aren’t mutually exclusive. Let’s look at the three attributes of God 

that Mackie named. 
 
Firstly, the Omnipotence of God.  Omnipotence doesn’t mean the 

ability to do what is logically impossible. It’s possible, therefore, 

for God to create beings with the kind of free will that can choose 

between good and evil, but God can’t also force those creatures 

to choose good. If God forced their choice, it wouldn’t be free. C. 

S. Lewis put it this way: “If you choose to say, ‘God can give a 

creature free will and at the same time withhold free will from it,’ 

you have not succeeded in saying anything about God.” 
 
Secondly, the Omniscience of God.  If God has infinite knowledge, 

then God knows many things we don’t. This means that God may, 

in fact, have good reasons for permitting things like evil and 

suffering that seem inexplicable to us. Remember my homily a 

few backs back on good luck bad luck in the parable of the 

Wheat and Darnell.  Human beings have a very limited vantage 

point, and we often lack knowledge of things of true significance. 

What appears to us to be a tragedy may have effects that bring 

about great good, and conversely what appears to us as a good 

thing may, in the long run, prove harmful. 
 
Consider the analogy of a small child being taken to the doctor 

for her immunization shots. She knows the needle hurts, and she 

can’t understand why her own parents are allowing the doctor to 

cause her pain, that the inoculations help prevent the much 

greater suffering of disease. She’s unable to perceive the greater 

good. Likewise, we should recognize that a being with more 

knowledge than us, like God, may have good reasons for things, 

even pain and suffering, that we are unaware of. And so God 

allows evil to exist because of God’s omniscience, not in spite of 

it. 
 
And thirdly, the Omnibenevolence of God. As we think about the 

goodness of God, we must be careful not to impose on God our 

inadequate understandings of what goodness is. In his book The 

Problem of Pain, C. S. Lewis writes: 

By the goodness of God we mean nowadays almost exclusively 

his lovingness; and in this we may be right. And by love, in this 

context, most of us mean kindness. . . . What would really satisfy 

us would be a God who said of anything we happened to like 

doing, “What does it matter so long as they are contented?” We 

want, in fact, not so much a Father in heaven as a grandfather in 

heaven, a senile benevolence who, as they say, “liked to see 

young people enjoying themselves” and whose plan for the 

universe was simply that it might be truly said at the end of each 

day, “a good time was had by all.” 
 
Furthermore, most theists do not believe that God created us 

merely for happiness in this life but also, and most importantly, 

for eternal happiness with God in the Kingdom of Heaven. So 

God’s omnibenevolence should be judged neither by our limited 

human standards of goodness nor by what happens in this world 

alone. 
 
Putting these things together, we can recognize that an 

omnipotent, omniscient, and omnibenevolent creator might have 

good reasons for tolerating lapses of human free will that lead to 

evil and suffering. 
 
We may not know what all his reasons are, but we sense the 

value of freedom, including the value of being able to choose 

good freely rather than by compulsion. We can see how his power 

and knowledge can bring good out of evil in ways that we, with 

our limits, aren’t able to comprehend. But in faith we can say 

along with St. Paul, “We know that in everything God works for 

good with those who love him” (Rom. 8:28). 
 
In fact, rather than disproving God’s existence, the reality of evil 

actually points to it, in an indirect way. If evil exists, then it follows 

that morality exists. If morality exists, then it follows that God 

exists. 
 
Moral laws point to a moral law-giver. It’s only within a moral 

framework that the sufferings of this life can have any meaning. It 

may be a mystery why an all-good God allows suffering and evil to 

take place, but at least on this view there is meaning and 

purpose, and God can ultimately bring about justice and draw 

good out of the sufferings of this life. 

Why does God allow evil? [part 4] 

part 5 of 6 next week 

This  23  August,  we  honour  the  memory  of  the  men  and  women  who,  in Saint-Domingue 
in 1791, revolted and paved the way for the end of slavery and dehumanization.  We honour 
their memory and that of all the other victims of slavery, for whom they stand.  ( ... )  To draw 
lessons from this history, we must lay this system bare, deconstruct the rhetorical and 
pseudoscientific mechanisms used to justify it;  we must refuse to accept any concession or 
apologia which itself constitutes a compromising of principles.  Such lucidity is the fundamental 
requirement for the reconciliation of memory and the fight against all present-day forms of 
enslavement, which continue to affect millions of people, particularly women and children."  
- Audrey Azoulay, Director General, Message on the occasion of the International Day for 
Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition 



The INFANT SAVIOUR INTERCESSORY 
PRAYER GROUP has celebrated its 39th 
birthday.  If you are in need of prayer and 
able to join the meeting each Friday from 1 - 
2.30pm please phone Doreen on 5534 2767. 
 

TELEPHONE MASS - Live streaming 

Telephone Mass and Divine Office.  Phone 
5647 3442.   

PLANNED GIVING 
Sincere thanks to all who have continued to 
support the Parish during these times. Details 
for internet banking:  BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  
00605 1108;  A/c Name:  Burleigh Parish;  
Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname.  
 
VINNIES MIGRATION ADVICE SERVICE - 
for visa assistance phone 5561 4704. 

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Patricia 
Burke, Vince McCahon, Jim O'Brien, Mario 
Cohilj, Silvio Cohilj, Ivana Bako, Petar Bako, 
Klaudio Bako, Franko Bako, Vinko Bako, 
Wendy Aisenberg, M Abarquez. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 

Masses for this Sunday (23 August) 
7.00am  - Infant Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  - Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (50+ people)      
8.30am  - St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  - Calvary Church, Miami (75+ people only) 
10am   - Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters livestreamed (100+ people) 
6pm    - Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters (100+ people) 

 Confessions are available by appointment before Mass. 

 SATURDAY VIGIL MASS RETURNS TO THE PARISH - starting 19 September - 5pm 

Calvary Church, Miami and 6pm Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach.  There will be no 
Saturday Vigil Mass at Infant Saviour Burleigh Heads until a third priest is appointed. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Peter 
Bennett,  Leigh Boulcher, William Buckley, 
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Mary Cale, Jan 
Carmont, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, 
Norma Evans, Angelita Freda, Geromy 
Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, 
Jean Hokin, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, 
Fay & John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen 
Murray, Rosanna Ng, Josie Nicolas, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina Pondoc, 
William Sheehan, Peter Smith, Andrew 
Supple, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the 
sick of our Parish and all in need of God’s 
healing Spirit.  

PARISH PODCAST -  We are up and running in this social media 

ministry. Follow our parish podcast channel to listen to weekly homilies, 
updates and more on your phone/mobile devices.  
Search 'Burleigh Heads Parish' on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google 
Podcasts, Player FM or any of your favourite podcast apps. 

FEAST OF THE QUEENSHIP OF MARY 
  
The title is a consequence of the First Council of Ephesus in the 

fifth century, in which Mary was proclaimed "Theotokos", a title 
rendered in Latin as Mater Dei, in English "Mother of God". 
 
The Catholic teaching on this subject is expressed in the papal 

encyclical Ad Caeli Reginam, issued by Pope Pius XII.  It states 
that Mary is called Queen of Heaven because her son, Jesus 

Christ, is the king of Israel and heavenly king of the universe; 
indeed, the Davidic tradition of Israel recognized the mother of 

the king as the Queen Mother of Israel. 
 
The title “Queen of Heaven” has long been a Catholic tradition, 
included in prayers and devotional literature, and seen in 

Western art in the subject of the Coronation of the Virgin, from 

the High Middle Ages, long before it was given a formal 
definition status by the Church. 
                                            Stephen B Whatley's Queenship tribute painting, 2008  

Celebrate • the Season of Creation • Parish Reflection Day  
 Saturday August 29 (9:30am-3:30am) Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston 

Cost: $30 (includes box lunch and baked morning tea)  
Hosts: Rob Cosgrove and Lisa McKerr RSVP: Friday August 21 In the beautiful environment of Santa Teresa overlooking 
Moreton Bay, this is an opportunity to reflect on God’s creation and to nurture the soul. There will be brief input sessions 
followed by periods for personal reflection and prayer. Maximum participants: 20.  

Next Sunday is Social Justice Sunday  
Social Justice Statement 2020-21 

The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting the mental health of many members of our parishes, schools and 
communities. Understanding mental health will help us to be aware of those who need our support. In the 
Social Justice Statement 2020-21, To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia today, the Bishops 
invite us all to reject stigmatisation, to work for the transformation of social determinants of mental ill-health, 
and to call for policies and service provision that meets the needs of the poorest and most marginalised 
members of our community.  
Download the Statement at http://bit.ly/SocialJustice_2020  

NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK  -  SEPTEMBER 6 - 12, 2020  
This year National Child Protection Week will celebrate its 30th year with the theme ‘Putting children first’.  
Putting children first means prioritising the safety and wellbeing of children. To grow up well children need to feel safe and loved, have a 
chance to play and explore, have a say in decisions that affect them, and access to essential things like food, shelter and healthcare. Show 
your support for National Child Protection Week by raising awareness of it - One simple suggestion is to use the free email e-banners 
available on the NAPCAN website at www.napcan.org.au/ncpw-get-involved/. Place the banners at the bottom of your email signatures for 
the week to help share the message.  
More resources are available on the National Child Protection Week website at www.napcan.org.au/national-child-protection-week/. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devotional_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Middle_Ages
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/3V8DCk81VDIzrxjfLOu2U?domain=bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com
http://www.napcan.org.au/national-child-protection-week/


 

For the Kids ...  

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples,  
‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’  
And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’  
‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’  
Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’  
Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but 
my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the 
underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth 
shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’  
Then he gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.  

Gospel     Mt 16:13-20 


