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  BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY -3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters 
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Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 25 September 

8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach  
Sunday 26 September 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 27 September  -  St Vincent de Paul 

6.00pm  St Vincent de Paul Festival Mass  
          - Burleigh Waters 
  [NO 9am MASS AT MIAMI THIS WEEK]  
Tuesday 28 September 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters   
Wednesday 29 September 
National Police Remembrance Day 
Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael 

5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 30 September 
St Jerome 

5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 1 October 
St Thérèse of the Child Jesus 

10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)  
Saturday 2 October  -  Holy Guardian Angels 

8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 3 October 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jack Ho  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom, OAM 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Multicultural Sunday 

26 September, 2021  
Year B: Num 11:25-29;  James 5:1-6;  Mk 9:38-43,45,47-48 

next week's Readings:  Gen 2:18-24;  Heb 2:9-11;  Mk 10:2-16 

          CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 

Our first reading is from 
the Book of Numbers 
and recounts the giving 
of the Holy Spirit to the 
elders in the wilderness. 
However, two were not 
present but they still 
received the Spirit. I 
wonder why Eldad and 
Medad weren’t at the 
great meeting with 
Moses and the seventy 
elders when God 

bestowed the spirit of prophesy on them? Did they forget the time and date of the 
gathering? Had there been a disagreement between them and the others and so 
they refused to attend? Still, Eldad and Medad received the spirit of prophecy, 
just like the rest. Joshua, part of the "in group" protests and wants Moses to 
restrain Eldad and Medad.   
Joshua has a restricted spirit and a small heart. If things aren’t done by the 
standards of the inner circle they must be stopped. Only those who are on our 
side and who think and do things according to our ways get to share in the gifts 
of God and experience God’s presence. But Moses will have none of that kind of 
thinking because he has met and experienced God’s bigness of heart. We don’t 
have to clutch God to ourselves as our private property. Some religious people 
do that, restricting God’s presence and activity to conforming members and in 
precisely enacted rituals.  
The gospel parallels the reading from Numbers. A person who is not a member 
of the disciples’ community is driving out demons using Jesus’ name. Wouldn’t 
you think the disciples would be happy to know a person had been cured of a 
dreaded ailment? Why didn’t they also celebrate that Jesus’ name was spreading 
and others would be learning about the master they had left everything to follow? 
Apparently, when they chose to follow Jesus and leave their possessions behind, 
they did not leave their sense of entitlement behind as well.   
The disciples were closest to Jesus and they had never given permission for 
some stranger to use Jesus’ name to heal – a power that Jesus had shared with 
them. You would think that if good is being done and evil overcome in the world, 
what does it matter who is doing the good deed, especially if they are doing it in 
Jesus’ name? We do not belong to an exclusive and privileged club with strict 
rules for participation. God’s love breaks out beyond our restrictions and borders. 
Nor is God’s activity limited to our using the right words and formulas and 
performing the proper gestures.   
As a Christian I look for Christ’s presence in the world doing what he did in his 
lifetime. The details may differ from the gospel’s; someone may not be invoking 
Jesus’ name in doing the good they do. Still, when someone forgives a wrong 
done; a neighbour sacrifices time and resources to help someone in need; 
medical personnel travel across the country to relieve a pandemic-swamped 
emergency room; a grammar school collects food and clothing for the poor – 
though the name of Jesus may not be spoken, and the people involved might not 
be Christian, still, I see him present, doing what he always did, reaching out to 
raise up the fallen and rejected. 
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Jesus came to heal the sick and help the poor. If a doctor dedicates her life; giving of her free time; not charging indigent 
patients who don’t have health care; even providing free medication – but doesn’t explicitly invoke the name of Jesus – would 
she also come under Jesus’ banner – "For whoever is not against us is for us"? Mother Theresa thought if you gave a cup of 
water to a thirsty person out of love, you were in fact a follower of Jesus. While we don’t need to "baptize" every good, non-
believer for their works still, we can say they are living in a way Jesus would recognize and applaud.  
 
There is a shift in today’s gospel that may be hard to hear, the part about putting a millstone around the neck of a scandalous 
member and casting them into the sea; cutting off an offending hand; casting someone into an unquenchable fire in Gehenna, 
etc. What’s going on here? We must recognize Jesus’ Middle Eastern way of speaking and the use of hyperbole to make a 
point. Note, that Gehenna wasn’t another name for hell, but referred to Jerusalem’s smoking, foul-smelling garbage dump – a 
perfect metaphor to warn disciples of the consequences of sinful behaviour, being cast into a smelly, burning garbage dump! 
 
Mark follows the conversation between John and Jesus about the disciples’ 
sense of entitlement, with this teaching about extreme measures to avoid 
sin. In the context, the disciples’ elitist attitude can be a scandal to the "little 
ones" in the community. Those of rank in the community, or the 
"established members," must set an example of humility and sensitivity for 
the believing faithful. In the images of the gospel, if we seek the place of 
honour in a procession we should cut off our foot. If we refuse to see the 
abusive behaviour of some in the community, we should pluck out our eye. 
Could Jesus have made his point in any stronger terms? We know from 
recent cover-ups of abusive behaviour by seemingly many whether in the 
Church, Football, Police, Fire Emergency, Politician’s and the list seems 
endless, that Jesus’ words have not worn out their meaning. 
 
Artwork: 
a. prophecy 
b. “Millstone” Sheridan James Lunt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The relationship between faith and reason or science and 
religion has typically been characterized as one of conflict, 
especially on the issue of origins (creationism vs evolution).  
The historical reality is that science and religion have more 
often been complementary to each other, and 
the relationship has been dynamic.   
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (article 159) states that 
“though faith is above reason, there can never be any real 
discrepancy between faith and reason. Since the same God 
who reveals mysteries and infuses faith has bestowed the light 
of reason on the human mind, God cannot deny himself, nor 
can truth ever contradict truth. Consequently, methodical 
research in all branches of knowledge, provided it is carried out 
in a truly scientific manner and does not override moral laws, 
can never contradict with the faith, because the things of the 
world and the things of faith derive from the same God. The 
humble and persevering investigator of the secrets of nature is 
being led, as it were, by the hand of God in spite of themself, 
for it is God, the conserver of all things, who made them what 
they are.”  
One must choose to be a person of learning, science, and 
reason, or choose to embrace religion, dogma, and faith 
alone.  On this view, the Church opposes science, and if one 
embraces science, then one ought to reject the Church.  
It seems that the modern world (especially it seems the media) 
want to maintain a deep divide between religion and science, 
and uses this divide to negate the Church or at least paint the 
Church as a medieval outdated institution that needs to be 
liberated. And worse yet to say that because of science and its 

investigations it can be asserted that God does not exist. 
However, I believe that the media and the common view of this 
divide needs to be challenged as existent or even real. What is 
the view from the church? – a view we rarely get to see. 
Following are different writers collected and analysed who have 
been put together to give a realistic and modern view for us.    
The scientific method looks to evidence to settle questions, so 
perhaps it would be fair to look at evidence to answer the 
question whether the Catholic Church is opposed to science 
and reason.  If the Catholic Church were opposed to science, 
we would expect to find no or very few Catholic scientists let 
alone Catholic scientist priests and Bishops, no sponsorship of 
scientific research by Catholic institutions, and an explicit 
distrust of reason in general and scientific reasoning in 
particular taught in official Catholic teaching.  In fact, the reality 
is we find none of these things negatives from the Church about 
science.  
Historically, Catholics are numbered among the most important 
scientists of all time, including Rene Descartes, who discovered 
analytic geometry and the laws of refraction; Blaise Pascal, 
inventor of the adding machine, hydraulic press, and the 
mathematical theory of probabilities; Augustinian priest Gregor 
Mendel, who founded modern genetics; Louis Pasteur, founder 
of microbiology and creator of the first vaccine for rabies and 
anthrax; and cleric Nicolaus Copernicus, who first developed 
scientifically the view that the earth rotated around the 
sun.  Priests in particular have a long history of scientific 
achievement; they contributed to the development of pendulum 
clocks, pantographs, barometers, reflecting telescopes and 
microscopes, to scientific fields as various as magnetism, optics 
and electricity.  They observed, in some cases before anyone 
else, the coloured bands on Jupiter's surface, the Andromeda 
nebula and Saturn's rings.  They theorised about the circulation 
of the blood (independently of Harvey), the theoretical 
possibility of flight, the way the moon affected the tides, and the 
wave-like nature of light.  Star maps of the southern 
hemisphere, symbolic logic, flood-control measures on the Po 
and Adige rivers, introducing plus and minus signs into Italian 
mathematics — all were typical priest achievements, and 
scientists as influential as Fermat, Huygens, Leibniz and 
Newton were not alone in counting Jesuits among their most 
prized correspondents. [1] 
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Adult Education Series 

Part 2 next week 



DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased and for 
friends and relatives whose anniversaries occur at this time:  
Barbara Anderson, Ray Taylor, John Moore, Mary Keogh, 
Thomas Joseph Dwyer, Viviane Haddad, Antonio Celesto, 
Patricia D'Arcy, Michael Atkinson, Chris Hudson, Fausto 
Santagiuliana, Rosanna Ng, Joseph & Violet Deguara, Joe 
Deguara, Des & Mary Bolster, Marie Fisher. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funeral of Barbara Anderson who 
has died in Christ.   
Let us remember her family and friends in our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 

10am Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will 
be specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The 
Readings and Homily will be for the children.  

 

 PARISH MEN'S DINNER - Thursday 30 September, 6pm for 

6.15pm, Burleigh Surf Club.  Contact Barry - 0418 982448. 
 

 THE NEOCATECHUMENAL COMMUNITY of Burleigh Heads 

Parish consists of youth and adults who meet to listen to the Word of 
God and celebrate the Eucharist as they participate in on-going 
Christian formation towards adult faith.  We invite you to St 
Benedict's Church, Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba for the Celebration of 
the Word of God every Thursday 7.30 - 8.30pm.  For more 
information contact Dean Sargent 0401 942241 after 5pm. 

 

 PARISH CHOIR REHEARSALS - Mondays at Mary, Mother of 

Mercy Church from 5.30 - 6.30pm.  All ages welcome. 
 

 PLAYGROUP - Mother Effect Gold Coast - meets each Tuesday 

from 9am - 11am at Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.  
Donation $2.  A safe environment that provides support for both 
mums and children.  mothereffectgc@gmail.com 

 
 PRAYER GROUP - Each Friday, 1 - 2.30pm, Infant Saviour 

meeting room.  New parishioners welcome.  Please phone Doreen 
on 0409 057346 for more information. 

 
 WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER - A weekend experience 

for married couples away from the distractions of everyday living.  
Take time out of your busy schedule to invest in your most precious 
asset and revitalise your Sacrament.  The next COVID-SAFE live-out 
weekend will be held from Friday evening 15 October to Sunday 
afternoon 17 October at Trinity College, Beenleigh - going home on 
the Friday and Saturday evenings.  Contact Maria and David Murphy:  
3342 1456;  dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au  Information website - 
www.wwme.org.au 

 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of 

all who contribute to the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic 
banking are as follows:     

  BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.   

  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

If you are a Parish Volunteer or working in the parish the onus is on you to comply with all Archdiocesan policies.  Safeguarding training and 

registration is available online - www.safeguardingaob.com.au .  If you see any unsafe practice or reportable occurrence please contact the 

Parish Office or STOPline Service -  1300 304 550;    AOB@stopline.com.au;   www.bnecatholic.stopline.com 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for Michael Allan, Patricia 
Ashton, Brent Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, Diane 
Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Tom Day, 
Glen Dixon, Peter Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, Fred 
Grioli, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Anne Lord, Denis McEnery, 
Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Elmer 
Pesebre, Les Pierce, Phyllis Pola, Maureen Reti, Peter Smith, 
Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler, 
Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in need of God’s healing 
Spirit.  

 
ANOINTING MASS  

First Friday of each month, 10am,  
Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters 

All welcome.  Cuppa after (COVID safe)  
Next Anointing Mass  -  1 October. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Through the Listening and Dialogue phase along with the 
Listening and Discernment phase parishes and faith 

communities right across the Archdiocese of Brisbane have 
been integral to the Plenary journey.  
If you wish to remain close to the Plenary First Assembly and 

pray together with us you are welcome to attend the Plenary 
Council First Assembly Opening Mass at 12 noon on Sunday 3 

October at St Stephen's Cathedral.    
All are welcome - please remember to wear a mask to comply 
with COVID requirements.  Ticketed seating and registration 

will help accommodate the expected numbers.  Please book for 
free at https://plenarycouncilopeningmass.eventbrite.com.au  
May the Spirit lead us and inspire us. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) continues 

each Monday, 7 - 8pm in the Parish Office.  Anyone who 

would like to know more about the Catholic faith is most 

welcome.   

If you have not been baptised or are baptised in another 

faith tradition and wish to be received into the Catholic 

Church or if you are a baptised Catholic who has taken 

time out and wish to reconnect, please come along. 

Living Rosary 
 
9am, Saturday 16 October 
9.45am Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy Church  

(NB:  No 8am Mass at Infant Saviour 
on that day) 

 

Our Lady of Aparecida 
 

Mass  -  7pm  
 

Tuesday 12 October 
Calvary Church, Miami 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL FESTIVAL MASS 
6pm, Monday 27 September 
Mary, Mother of Mercy Church 

mailto:AOB@stopline.com.au
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Music for this Sunday  

Gathering:   All Are Welcome 
 
Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live. 
A place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace, 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place.  
© 1994, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications 
 
Psalm Response:  
 
Happy the people the Lord has chosen 
to be his own. 
 
Communion:    We Are Many Parts 
 
  We are many parts, we are all one body, 
  and the gifts we have we are given to share, 
  may the Spirit of love make us one indeed, 
  one, the love that we share, 
  one, our hope in despair, 
  one, the cross that we bear. 
 
God of all, we look to you, 
we would be your servants true, 
let us be your love to all the world. 
 
So my pain is pain for you, 
in your joy is my joy, too, 
all is brought together in the Lord. 
 
All you seekers great and small, 
seek the greatest gift of all, 
if you love, then you will know the Lord. 
 
© 1980, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications 
 
Prayer Of St Francis 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord. 
And where there's doubt, true faith in you. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness only light, 
and where there's sadness ever joy. 

For the Kids ...  

Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek 
so much to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved, as to love, with all my soul. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
in giving of ourselves that we receive, 
and in dying that we're born to eternal life. 
 
© 1968, Sebastian Temple, OCP Publications 
 
Thanksgiving:      The Fullness Of God 
 
Deep in Christ I pray you know the power He can give. 
May your hidden self grow strong and may you live 
strong in faith and built on love until you know 
how high and long, how wide and deep 
the fullness of God. 
 
May the God of Jesus Christ, the Father we serve 
fill your mind that you may see, deep in your heart 
what hope his call now holds for you:  His promise true: 
to fill your heart with power to live the fullness of God. 
 
Know the way you learnt from Christ:  to live life anew. 
Let your heart be drawn to him;  let Christ renew 
the hope in you to grow into goodness and truth. 
And living so you'll come to know the fullness of God.  
© 1981, Frank Andersen, Chevalier Press 
 
Recessional:    City Of God 
 
Awake from your slumber.  Arise from your sleep. 
A new day is dawning for all those who weep. 
The people in darkness have seen a great light. 
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night. 
 
  Let us build the city of God. 
  May our tears be turned into dancing. 
  For the Lord, our light and our love, 
  has turned the night into day. 
 
We are sons of the morning;  we are daughters of day. 
The one who has loved us has brightened our way. 
The Lord of all kindness has called us to be 
a light for his people to set their hearts free.  
© 1981, Daniel L Schutte, New Dawn Music 

One day the disciples 
saw a man working 
miracles in Jesus' name.  
Because he was not one 
of them, the disciples told 
him to stop.   
Use the words to find out 
why Jesus did not want 
the disciples to stop the 
man. 


