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Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 2 October 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 3 October 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 4 October 
St Francis of Assisi 

9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 5 October 
St Faustina 

7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Wednesday 6 October 
St Bruno 

5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 7 October 
Our Lady of the Rosary 

5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 8 October 
10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 9 October 

St Denis 

8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach  
Sunday 10 October 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jack Ho  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom, OAM 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

3 October, 2021  
Year B:  Gen 2:18-24;  Heb 2:9-11;  Mk 10:2-16 

next week's Readings:  Wis 7:7-11;  Heb 4:12-13;  Mk 10:17-30 

In this Sunday’s congregation people will be listening. There will we many 
combinations of family and marriages in our church this Sunday. How will those 
divorced hear today’s gospel – knowing that they are perfectly OK with being in 
Church and going to Communion (Yes divorced people are not excluded from the 
sacraments)? How will remarried hear todays Gospel? Will Jesus sound harsh 
and unbending? Will the gospel stir up past or present guilt, anger, joy; a sense of 
failure or inadequacy? Or a sense of I don’t care what Jesus says or the Church 
teaches I’m a good person and that’s all that matters. Will the married be moved to 
a sense of superiority and egoism? "Marriage is hard, but we made a go of it; we 
stayed together. Why couldn’t they?" What’s marriage mean in the midst of 
domestic violence? How do our Gay and Lesbian civil marrieds hear this gospel? 
And still we need to celebrate the joy of those living out their marriage in the midst 
of all the above.  
It’s a day we as pastors might be tempted to change the gospel reading because it 
evokes so much; or preach from one of the other readings. But still, people will 
hear the gospel and draw their own conclusions. Best to wrestle with it and do our 
best. After all it is the Word of God. 
Jesus places the ideal of a permanent loving relationship before us. In a morally 
adrift world that has grown used to: television soap operas, season-long series 
("Sex and the City") and "reality shows," with their casual sexual situations, 
language and mores, Jesus’ teaching can sound terribly old-fashioned, even 
quaint. Or anger inducing. But besides stating the ideal, isn’t Jesus also 
suggesting the Good News in his teaching? For those who "accept the kingdom of 
God like a child," what the world may consider parochial or outdated and 
impossible – is possible. That’s why we gather for Eucharist; we acknowledge we 
need help to live up to Jesus’ teachings and example and we turn to God for help 
and nourishment. 
Jesus says a man who divorces his wife and marries another "commits adultery 
against her." (He says the same about women who divorce their husbands.) In 
Jesus’ Mediterranean world families arranged marriages and so a woman’s whole 
family would be shamed if she were divorced. Think of the conflict then between 
all the male relatives in both families. How often would a divorce lead to bloodshed 
between such families? Perhaps the reason divorce was originally prohibited was 
to prevent such feuding and bloodshed. 
Jesus’s hearers would have heard another piece of Good News – for women. In 
his time men could divorce their wives, "Moses permitted a husband to write a bill 
of divorce and dismiss her." But that’s not the plan God had in mind when, "God 
made them male and female." What would happen to a woman who was 
"dismissed" by her husband? At that time she couldn’t go to night school to learn 
medicine, trade, or computer skills. Have you noticed how often prostitutes are 
mentioned in the Gospels? Is that what happened to "dismissed wives" – those 
women, outcasts from their own families, who had to support themselves and their 
children? 
Jesus’ prohibition of divorce by men would be good news to wives who could be 
easily be put aside and suffer, who knows what fate in their villages? Jesus 
prohibiting divorce by both men and women was treating both with a kind of 
equality. It seems women, normally considered insignificant in Jesus’ world, are 
recognized by Jesus as having power too. 
There were some who interpreted the Mosaic law about divorce rather loosely. 
Deut. 24:1 gives permission for a man to divorce his wife if he "finds something 
objectionable about her." Some thought the "objectionable" thing could be as trivial 
as poor cooking. So, for example, if a wife burned the roast 
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Plenary Council Begins 

3 - 10 October 
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she might find herself "dismissed." Who then would support her and her children? Jesus’ teaching about divorce could provide a 
fixed structure for a couple to live together with some sense of permanence and security – especially for the women.  
We could say our society has come a long way. Still, even today, divorced women and their children become very vulnerable. How 
many of these women do we know who are trying to hold down jobs and raise their children without the support of their former 
spouses? Check the National Census. While civil law views marriage as a legal contract, our religious tradition also holds it  as a 
sacrament. God is involved in the union of a man and woman in Christian marriage. And more: the love between them is a sign of 
Christ’s love for his church. 
Mark is a gospel of mercy upon mercy. None of us in the pews can look down our noses at anyone else and claim to be better 
Christians than they. If we haven’t realized our own sin and asked for forgiveness, can we even claim to be Christian? 
Throughout this gospel Jesus is calling followers to a new community not determined by blood relationships. He seems to be putting 
family ties aside (3:31 – 35). He even described families being divided because of him (13:12). To those who left their own families he 
taught about forming a new family (10:29 – 30). 

The whole community benefits from permanent loving structures and people of faith see in them signs of God’s abiding presence. 
Such unions challenge the partners to be faithful, loving and self-sacrificing for one another. This ideal of perfection, which reflects 
the image of God’s love, is also impossible to achieve; still it is worth striving for. 
We know from our experience how difficult marriage can be. When a marriage is failing sometimes nothing remains but hurt and the 
potential for still more hurt. In such painful circumstances people feel there is 
little alternative but to end the union and try to begin again. It seems these 
days this is more and more the case. Those who acknowledge their own 
failings in marriage and still want to continue following Christ, will ask for 
forgiveness for any part they may have played in the break-up. 
It’s a challenge to our Church to consider how we are to treat sincere and 

wounded people who have gone through a split, annulment, or divorce. While 

our laws are meant to protect the institution of marriage for the common good, 

still, Jesus has taught mercy and forgiveness. He kept people primary in his 

ministry. How can the Church do the same during this time of crisis for the 

institution of marriage and the family? By holding fast to its current laws and 

restrictions? Or, while raising up the ideal, also ministering to those wounded 

by their previous experiences in marriage, who now hope to start afresh in new 

relationships – and still find ways to be full participants in the Church. 

The scientist credited with proposing in 
the 1930s what came to be known as 
the "Big Bang theory" of the origin of the 
universe was Fr Georges Lemaitre, a 
Belgian physicist and Roman Catholic 
priest.  Alexander Fleming, the inventor 
of penicillin, shared his faith.  More 

recently, Catholics constitute a good number of Nobel Laureates in 
Physics, Medicine, and Physiology, including Erwin Schrodinger, John 
Eccles, and Alexis Carrel.  How can the achievements of so many 
Catholics in science be reconciled with the idea that the Catholic 
Church opposes scientific knowledge and progress?   
One might try to explain such distinguished Catholic scientists as rare 
individuals who dared to rebel against the institutional Church, which 
opposes science.  However, the Catholic Church as an institution 
funds, sponsors, and supports scientific research in the Pontifical 
Academy of Science and in the departments of science found in every 
Catholic university across the world, including those governed by 
Roman Catholic bishops, such as The Catholic University of 
America.  This financial and institutional support of science by the 
Church began at the very birth of science in seventeenth-century 
Europe and continues today.  Even Church buildings themselves were 
not only used for religious purposes but designed in part to foster 
scientific knowledge.  As Thomas Woods notes:  

Cathedrals in Bologna, Florence, Paris, and Rome were designed in 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries to function as world-class 
solar observatories.  Nowhere in the world were there more precise 
instruments for the study of the sun.  Each such cathedral contained 
holes through which sunlight could enter and time lines (or meridian 
lines) on the floor.  It was by observing the path traced out by the 
sunlight on these lines that researchers could obtain accurate 
measurements of time and predict equinoxes. [2]   

In the words of J.L. Heilbron of the University of California, Berkeley, 
the "Roman Catholic Church gave more financial aid and social 
support to the study of astronomy over six centuries, from the recovery 
of ancient learning during the late Middle Ages into the Enlightenment, 
than any other, and probably, all other institutions."  [3] This financial 
and social support extended also to other branches of scientific inquiry.  
Such support is not only consistent with official Catholic teaching but is 
enthusiastically endorsed.  On the Church's view, science and faith are 
complementary to each other and mutually beneficial.  In 1988, Pope 
John Paul II addressed a letter to the Director of the Vatican 
Astronomical Observatory, noting, "Science can purify religion from 
error and superstition; religion can purify science from idolatry and 

false absolutes.  Each can draw the other into a wider world, a world in 
which both can flourish."  [4] As Nobel Laureate Joseph Murray notes, 
"Is the Church inimical to science?  As a Catholic and scientist - I don't 
see it.  One truth is revealed truth, the other is scientific truth.  If you 
really believe that creation is good, there can be no harm in studying 
science.  The more we learn about creation - the way it emerged - it 
just adds to the glory of God.  Personally, I've never seen a 
conflict." [5] In order to understand the complementarity of faith and 
science, indeed faith and reason more broadly, it is important to 
consider their relationship in greater depth.  
A sign hung in Albert Einstein's office at Princeton University that read: 
"Not everything that can be counted counts; not everything that counts 
can be counted."  Faith cannot be quantified and counted, like forces in 
physics or elements in chemistry, but that does not mean that faith is 
insignificant.  Faith helps us to answer some of the most important 
questions facing mankind.  As important as scientific discoveries can 
be, such discoveries do not touch on all of the inevitable questions 
facing us: What should I do?  Whom should I love?  What can I hope 
for?  To answer questions such as these, science alone is not enough 
because science alone cannot answer questions that fall outside its 
empirical method.  Rather, we need faith and reason operating 
together to answer such questions and to build a truly human 
community.  
One reason that people view faith and science as in opposition is that 
they often view faith and reason more generally as in opposition.  Our 
culture often pits faith against reason, as if the more faith-filled you are, 
the less reasonable you are.  Faith and reason in the minds of so many 
people are polar opposites, never to be combined, and never to be 
reconciled.  In this way, our culture often offers us false alternatives: 
live either by faith or by reason.  To be religious is to reject reason; to 
be reasonable is to reject religion.  But like other false alternatives, 
e.g., "Did you stop beating your wife this week, or last week?" such 
thinking artificially limits our freedom.  Rather than choosing between 
faith and reason, the Church invites us to harmonize our faith and our 
reason because both are vitally important to human well-being.  
Developing a long tradition of Catholic reflection on the compatibility of 
faith and reason, Pope Benedict XVI seeks to unite what has so often 
become divided, by championing the full breadth of reason (including 
but not limited to scientific reasoning) combined with an adult 
faith.  Rather than pitting faith against reason, the pope is calling for a 
reasonable faith and a faithful reason.  From a Catholic perspective, 
the truths of faith and the truths of reason (including science) cannot in 
principle ever be opposed, because God is the ultimate Author of the 
book of Grace (revelation) as well as the book of 
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DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased and for 

friends and relatives whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Tom 
Bonke, Des & Mary Bolster, Barbara Murray, Valmay Miles, 
Patti Edwards, John Kearney, Marjorie & Cyril Ring, Viviane 
Haddad. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

Family Groups 
Goannas  Sunday 31 October - 12 noon.  Lunch.  Treetops Tavern, 
Burleigh Waters.  Phone Margaret 5534 2654;  0402 834362 

 ALTAR SERVERS TRAINING - All parish altar servers are invited to 

attend a training session on Saturday 23 October from 10am - 12 noon 
at Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.  Newcomers welcome. 
Email Ritchie at burleighparish.altarservers@outlook.com.au for more 
information or see facebook page:  facebook.com/
burleighparish.altarservers/ 

 

 PARISH LUNCH - Thursday 7 October, Burleigh Sports Club, 

Christine Av.  Seated by 11.45am for 12 midday meal order.  More 
information Michelle - 0409 057346. 

 

 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4
th
 Sunday of the Month at 

10am Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be 
specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The Readings 
and Homily will be for the children.  

 

 THE NEOCATECHUMENAL COMMUNITY of Burleigh Heads 

Parish consists of youth and adults who meet to listen to the Word of 
God and celebrate the Eucharist as they participate in on-going 
Christian formation towards adult faith.  We invite you to St Benedict's 
Church, Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba for the Celebration of the Word of 
God every Thursday 7.30 - 8.30pm.  For more information contact Dean 
Sargent 0401 942241 after 5pm. 

 

 PARISH CHOIR REHEARSALS - Mondays at Mary, Mother of 

Mercy Church from 5.30 - 6.30pm.  All ages welcome. 
 
 WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER - A weekend experience for 

married couples away from the distractions of everyday living.  Take 
time out of your busy schedule to invest in your most precious asset and 
revitalise your Sacrament.  The next COVID-SAFE live-out weekend will 
be held from Friday evening 15 October to Sunday afternoon 17 
October at Trinity College, Beenleigh - going home on the Friday and 
Saturday evenings.  Contact Maria and David Murphy:  3342 1456;  
dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au  Information website - 
www.wwme.org.au 

 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all 

who contribute to the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic 

banking are as follows:    BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.   

  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for Michael Allan, Patricia 
Ashton, Brent Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, Diane 
Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Glen 
Dixon, Peter Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, Fred 
Grioli, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Anne Lord, Denis McEnery, 
Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, 
Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, 
Elmer Pesebre, Les Pierce, Phyllis Pola, Maureen Reti, Peter 
Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Warren Wilson, Graham 
Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in need of 
God’s healing Spirit.  

Through the Listening and Dialogue phase along 
with the Listening and Discernment phase parishes 
and faith communities right across the Archdiocese 
of Brisbane have been integral to the Plenary 
journey. 
If you wish to remain close to the Plenary First 

Assembly and pray together with us you are welcome to attend the 

Plenary Council First Assembly Opening Mass at 12 noon on Sunday 3 
October at St Stephen's Cathedral, as well as the Closing Mass at 10am 
on Sunday 10 October.   
All are welcome - please remember to wear a mask to comply with 
COVID requirements.  Ticketed seating and registration will help 
accommodate the expected numbers.  Please book for free via the 
following booking systems: 
Opening Mass on Sunday 3 October, 12 noon:  
https://plenarycouncilopeningmass.eventbrite.com.au 
Closing Mass on Sunday 10 October at 10am:   
https://plenarycouncilclosingmass.eventbrite.com.au  
May the Spirit lead us and inspire us. 

Living Rosary 
 
9am, Saturday 16 October 
9.45am Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy Church  

(No 8am Mass at Infant Saviour that day) 

Our Lady of Aparecida 

Mass  -  7pm  
Tuesday 12 October 

Calvary Church, Miami 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funerals of Valmay Miles and 
Barbara Murray who have died in Christ.  Let us remember 
their families and friends in our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
LEADER’S WORKSHOP  
Due to the success of the 
first Catholic Children’s 

Ministry Network event, the Evangelisation Brisbane Children & 
Families Team are hosting another networking function, this time 
to discuss being intentional in engaging with families. At the 
Children’s Minis-try Leader’s Workshop, the team will also be 
sharing some new Advent and Christmas resources.  
The workshop will take place in Brisbane City as well as 
livestreamed to regional hubs in Ipswich and Caloundra. If you 
work or volunteer in children’s ministry in any capacity in your 
parish, you are most welcome to be a part of this event.  
6:45pm – 9pm, Thursday 7th October  
Main Location:  Hanly Room, Francis Rush Centre  
(196 Charlotte St, Brisbane City)  - free parking at 194 Charlotte St  

Satellite Events:   Ipswich Catholic Community (1B Elizabeth St, 
Woodend) Caloundra Catholic Parish (61 Edmund St, Moffat 
Beach)    
To find out more or to register, visit:  
https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/CMLWorkshop. 

Nature (philosophy and science).  One ought not, therefore, choose 
between faith on the one hand and reason on the other, but rather one 
should seek to bring both faith and reason into a more fruitful 
collaboration. 
 
In a Catholic view, since faith and reason are compatible, science - one 
particular kind of reasoning - and the Catholic religion are also 
compatible.  Nevertheless, it is a commonly held view that one must 
choose between science and faith.  Why is this?  There are several 
core issues that drive this misunderstanding.   First, Genesis claims 
that God created the world in seven days, but science indicates that 
the universe, including the earth, developed over billions of 

years.  Secondly, Genesis talks about the first man, Adam, and the first 
woman, Eve, being created by God, as well as all the animals being 
created by God.  Science indicates that all life - including human life - 
evolved over millions of years.  Third, Bible stories are rife with 
miracles, but science has shown that miracles are near impossible.   
 
Fourth, and most famously, the Catholic Church condemned 
Galileo.  Finally, the Church's opposition to stem cell research is seen 
as anti-science.  Each of these objections is commonly used to justify 
the claim that the Church opposes science.   
                                        
                                                        [part 3 next week] 
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Music for this Sunday  

Gathering:    
 
Holy God, We Praise Your Name 
 
Holy God, we praise your name. 
Lord of all, we bow before you; 
all on earth your power proclaim, 
all in heaven above adore you; 
boundless is your vast domain, 
everlasting is your reign. 
 
Hear the loud celestial hymn 
angel choirs above are raising; 
Cherubim and Seraphim  
in unceasing chorus praising, 
fill the heavens with sweet accord: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord! 
 
Holy Father, Holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, three we name you, 
while in essence only one, 
undivided God we claim you, 
and adoring bend the knee, 
while we own the mystery. 
 
Psalm Response:  
 
May the Lord bless us 
all the days of our lives. 
 
Communion:    Soul Of My Saviour 
 
Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast; 
Body of Christ, be thou my saving guest; 
Blood of my Saviour, bathe me in thy tide, 
wash me with water flowing from thy side. 
 
Strength and protection may thy passion be; 
O blessed Jesus, hear and answer me: 
deep in thy wounds, Lord, hide and shelter me, 
so shall I never, never part from thee. 
 
Guard and defend me from the foe malign; 
in death's dread moments make me only thine; 
call me and bid me come to thee on high 
where I may praise thee with thy saints for aye. 

For the Kids ...  

Thanksgiving:      Shelter Me 
 
Shepherd and sheep, my God and I, 
to fresh green fields you led my steps  
in days gone by. 
You gave me rest by quiet springs 
and filled my soul with peace  
your loving presence brings. 
 
  O shelter me, O shelter me. 
  The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 
  O shelter me, O shelter me. 
  All will be well if only you will shelter me. 
 
Yet now I tread a diff'rent way 
death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day to day. 
I cannot find your peaceful place 
but dwell in dreary darkness, longing for your face. 
 
I will look back in days to come 
and realize your faithfulness has led me home. 
Within your house I'll find my peace 
trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me.  
© 2020, Michael Joncas 
 
Recessional:    Sing To The Mountains 
 
  Sing to the mountains, sing to the sea. 
  Raise your voices, lift your hearts. 
  This is the day the Lord has made. 
  Let all the earth rejoice. 
 
I will give thanks to you, my Lord. 
You have answered my plea. 
You have saved my soul from death. 
You are my strength and my song. 
 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us be glad and rejoice. 
He has turned all death to life. 
Sing of the glory of God. 
 
© 1975, Robert J Dufford, New Dawn Music 
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Across 
1.  a crowd is made up of these 
4.  these have four fingers and a thumb 
7.  the Son of God 
8.  Jesus  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  the children by placing his hands 

on them 
10. Jesus took the children in his  _ _ _ _ 
11. annoying someone 
 
Down 
2.  to say faithfully that you will do something 
3.  children belong to the  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  of God 
5.  Jesus’ closest friends and followers were called his  
  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
6.  young people 
9.  the opposite of big (l_ _ _ _ _) 
10. very annoyed  


