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Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4 October, 2020 
 

Year A:  Is 5:1-7;  Phil 4:6-9;  Mt 21:33-43 
 

next week's Readings:  Is 25:6-10;  Phil 4:12-14,19-20;  Mt 22:1-14 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 3 October 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 

5.00pm Mass - Miami 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 

Sunday 4 October  
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (75+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people) 
 
Monday 5 October 
St Francis 
9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 6 October 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Wednesday 7 October 
Our Lady of the Rosary 
8.00am  Morning Prayer of Divine Office 

5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 8 October 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 9 October 
St Denis 
10.00am   Mass  - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 10 October 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
5.00pm Mass - Miami 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 

Sunday 11 October 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (75+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers 

St Francis Day blessings to our Franciscan brothers and 
sisters. Inspired by Francis and our Pope Francis, may we 
be more reverent towards the world God has created for 
us. 
------------ 
In our Lectionary, which provides the Sunday readings, the 
Isaiah text is printed to look like the poem it was in the 
original. In rich imagery, a friend of God speaks on God's 
behalf to us. But what starts as a love song turns 
discordant at the end.  
 
The first part of the reading describes a careful preparation 
for a vineyard. Then the vintner asks, "What more could I 
do?" Having heard the preparation of the vineyard, we 

would answer, "Nothing more!" We cannot ignore this initial message of the 
poem. God has shown tender love for the people and has prepared them 
well: "...spaded, planted and cleared." Which makes us ask: Do we notice 
God’s loving care in our lives? God is not aloof, but is nurturing and giving us 
every opportunity for fruitfulness – for us individuals, but also for the 
believing community, the church.  
 
God sounds like a parent who, after spending years giving an offspring the 
best family environment and education possible, learns that the child has 
gotten in trouble. “What more could I have done to prevent this?”, the parent 
laments. The narrator’s voice returns at the end of the passage to make sure 
there are no doubts about the application of this story. “The vineyard of the 
Lord of hosts is the house of Israel... God looked for judgment, but see, 
bloodshed! For justice, but hark, the outcry!”  
 
In Isaiah’s parable, the vineyard itself is a disappointment – it “yielded wild 
grapes.” Now where did these come from since it was planted with “the 
choicest vines” and lovingly tended? The owner certainly didn’t ignore this 
vineyard. It seems to be the vineyard’s doing. This is a parable and in such 
stories, even a vineyard can be cantankerous and rebellious. It’s the 
vineyard’s fault, the prophet tells us.  
 
An Israelite could not hear a story about a vineyard without knowing that the 
vineyard was an often-used metaphor for the house of Israel. The people 
knew that God had chosen, planted, tended and promised to watch over 
them. Since they would know the parable applied to them, Isaiah invites “the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah” to respond to God’s 
questioning lament, “What more was there to do for my vineyard that I had 
not done?” Failure to yield good fruits was not due to God’s holding back, or 
stinting on the vineyard. The people are invited to pass judgment and the 
judgment applies to them.  
 
In Isaiah justice means fair and equitable relationships in a community that 
has, as its base, the justice of God. This justice is expressed through honest 
dealings with one another; it fails when a more powerful class of people 
takes advantage of the weaker. If we are in good relationship with God, then 
from that relationship will come fidelity in doing the works God expects of us: 
works of justice in the community. Such should be the characteristics of a 
people “under God.” And of a nation that claims to be “under God.” The 
prophet suggests that failure of justice/righteousness will lead to disaster for 
God's people.  
 

continued next page ... 
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The love poem ends with a powerful indictment that its audience must apply to itself. It stops short of actually pronouncing 
the judgment, implying there still is time to change and conform to God's ways. As always, you can hear the God of love, who 
raised up a people out of slavery, reminding the people what is expected of them if they are truly to be God's people. They 
must be a just people, unlike the people of other gods. In their midst the poor are to be cared for and justice is to prevail – a 
sure sign that this nation has a different kind of God who sees to the needs of the poor, the orphaned and the widowed. 
 
We have our modern Isaiah’s, powerful prophetic voices to lead us in God's ways. Notice, for example, how frequently our 
Pope and bishops have spoken out against violence in the world, the arms trade, on behalf of the poor, for the care of 
creation, etc. 
 
We church members call ourselves, “God’s people,” the “vineyard of the Lord of hosts.” The Isaian parable should certainly 
speak and challenge us. We trace our faith life to its origins in God, who planted the seed of the Christ-life in us; nourished it 
by the scriptures and sacraments and gave us prophetic witnesses, parents and teachers. God has also protected that life 
within us when it was stressed and tested; renewed it when we wandered and caused it to grow at the most unexpected 
times. So, the first thing we do at this Eucharist is remember with gratitude and thanks our caring and nourishing God.  
 
But we have to ask the Isaian question too. After all God 
has done for us, what fruits will God find at vintage time? 
“God looked for judgment, but saw bloodshed! For justice, 
but hark the outcry.” We “people of God,” we “the vineyard 
of the Lord” – do our poor receive preferential option; is 
there discrimination in our assemblies against the aged, 
disabled, gays, women, the undocumented, refugees, etc? 
Are our laity involved in decision making? Is there open 
disclosure of financial matters? Are the home-bound made 
to feel part of our community? Do we feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, visit the imprisoned? Are we being 
Christian? 
 
The table set before us is a meal for all, for the rich, the 
poor, the powerful and the weak to eat the same food. The 
life of Jesus is given to us today to form us into a 
community that puts the usual ways of judging aside. We 
have to be sure to practice in our lives what we do at this 
Eucharist. If there are no distinctions here in our worshiping 
community, then there can be no distinctions outside. 
 

Vincent Van Gogh – The Red Vineyard at Arles 

On 11th October our Parish along with the Archdiocese of Brisbane will 
focus on Euthanasia and local legislation and a community 
understanding of what Euthanasia entails. To help you may want to write 
to your local MP, Councillor, or the Premier to voice your concern (this is 
non-political Christian voice in the marketplace).   
 
Euthanasia legislation will go before parliament after the Queensland 
election. Thus for Christians, euthanasia is one of the greatest issues 
facing Queensland society. Euthanasia, assisted dying or any other 
terminology politicians may choose to use, is the taking of life. It is 
killing.  
 
Euthanasia must not be confused with turning off a ventilator on a 
person who is already brain dead. This is a common misperception in 

the community. People often confuse euthanasia and terms such as assisted dying with palliative care. Doctors and nurses involved 
in palliative care never kill patients. They ease suffering: that is all. The sanctity of life is a fundamental principle of our Christian 
Faith. The taking of life can never be justified. 
 
The next few weeks prior to the Queensland election is an ideal time for us to raise this with candidates (of all parties) standing for 
election. Those of us who have concerns about the intentions of our parliamentary representatives may feel morally bound to directly 
raise this with candidates. This is not only reasonable, but might well be considered to be our Christian duty. There is probably no 
clearer issue than euthanasia. It is black or white: life or death. Opinions of those seeking election must also be equally black or 
white. They must be able to unambiguously and truthfully state how they intend to vote on any proposed euthanasia legislation. 
Obfuscation on their part is not acceptable. Regardless of whether the legislation goes before parliamentary inquiries, the Law 
Reform Commission or any other process, candidates must be willing to state their future voting intentions now. Any other stance by 
a politician might reasonably be considered to be lack of truthfulness on their part. We should judge our parliamentary 
representatives by their readiness to tell us where they stand on this issue now rather than any commentary on their part which 
indicates that their minds will be made up in due course by considered opinion, inquiries or commissions, or any other 
procrastinating excuses. 
There is a lot of confusion over the terms “Euthanasia” and “Assisted Suicide/Dying”.  
To be clear: 
 Euthanasia is “a physician (or other person) intentionally killing a person by the administration of drugs, at that person’s voluntary 

and competent request.” 
 Assisted Suicide or Assisted Dying (usually referred to as ‘physician assisted suicide/ dying’) is where a doctor or person “helps a 

person to terminate their life by providing drugs for self- administration, at that person’s voluntary and competent request.” 
 It is not turning off life support, ‘do not resuscitate’ requests, ceasing medical tests, treatments and surgeries, or palliative care. 

These are all already available and do not involve the active and intentional ending of a life. 
continued next page ... 



PLANNED GIVING 
Sincere thanks to all who have continued to 
support the Parish during these difficult 
times. Details for internet banking:  BSB:  
064 786;  A/c No:  00605 1108;  A/c Name:  
Burleigh Parish;  Reference:  Planned Giving/
Surname.  

TELEPHONE MASS  -  5647 3442.   
 

PARISH PODCAST - Listen to weekly 

homilies, updates and more on your phone/
mobile devices.  
Search 'Burleigh Heads Parish' on any of 
your favourite podcast apps. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Peter W 
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, William Buckley, 
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Mary Cale, 
Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Norma 
Evans, Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima, Fred 
Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, 
Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Fay & John 
Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie 
Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean 
O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina 
Pondoc, William Sheehan, Peter Smith, 
Andrew Supple, Warren Wilson, Graham 
Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish 
and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.  

Sacrament of Penance within the Parish 
The parish will celebrate only the first rite of reconciliation behind a grill/screen in set 
confessionals and the times will be 4.15 - 4.45pm Saturday Miami; 5.00 - 5.30pm 
Saturday Palm Beach; 5.00 - 5.15pm Sunday Burleigh Waters, Mary, Mother of Mercy 
and Thursday 5.15pm Mudgeeraba. Or by appointment, only with Priests' consent, for the 
Sacrament of Penance.  The communal Second Rite of Penance is being reviewed.        

Medical profession’s opinion 
 The World Medical Association (WMA) is opposed to euthanasia and assisted suicide. As it states in its position statement, 

“physician assisted suicide, like euthanasia, is unethical and must be condemned by the medical profession.”3 Further, it 
“reaffirms its strong belief that euthanasia is in conflict with basic ethical principles of medical practice, and ... strongly 
encourages all National Medical Associations and physicians to refrain from participating in euthanasia, even if national law 
allows it or decriminalises it under certain conditions.” 

 
An example email you could send but you may want to write your own: 
 
Dear Premier / Ms Frecklington / MP / candidate etc. 
Please note my strong opposition to the proposed voluntary euthanasia legislation scheduled for the next parliament. 
I oppose any form of such legislation in any form whatsoever. 
Please confirm unambiguously by return email you will not proceed with / support this legislation or my vote will not be going to your 
party at the forthcoming election. 
Please note I will not tolerate any obfuscation in your response, by way of reference to parliamentary inquiries, referral to The Law 
Reform Commission or other diversionary ploys. 
I look forward to your response and the election. 
Yours sincerely, 

Please Note – changes have occurred for ministry requirements in the 
Archdiocese.  Ministers of Lector/Reader in Mass only and Extraordinary Ministry of 
Communion in Mass only, if these are your ONLY ministries, then you no longer need a Blue 
Card or Police Check.  Other requirements like volunteer form, training, and Priest induction 
letter (since 2019) are required.  Ministers to Aged Care Facilities and all other ministries still 
need Blue Card and Police Check as part of their requirements.  

PARISH  READER/LECTOR  MINISTRY  TRAINING 
 
Following up from before COVID19 times. Here are the points for Reading Ministry within the Burleigh Parish.   
Some points to consider: 
1. When approaching the sanctuary to read there is no need to go to the front centre and bow unless you are passing the front.     

Bow at any place before the sanctuary.  
2. Please bow with a head bow not a profound hip bow (hip bows are reserved for when the Blessed Sacrament is exposed).  
3. Please practice the reading beforehand if you are not already doing this. 
4. If you don’t know any pronunciation please ask the priest. 
5. Please say “A reading from ....”.  Please do not say “Today’s first/second reading is a reading from ...” 
6. Please pause at end of reading before you say “The Word of the Lord” 
7. Remember this is proclamation of the word of God so slow down, project, pronounce words clearly and distinctly, and articulate. 
8. Be aware that you don’t need to speak directly into the mic as this may emphasise the “P”, “T” and “D”.  Practice speaking just 

above or below the mic to avoid the emphasis. In MMM this is notable. In Palm Beach the mic is on the top of the mic not on the 
end.  So get the know that different types of mics in our churches.  

9. You are welcome to pick up the book to read but this is not necessary.  
10. Within the next few years the new lectionary is coming so we need to get used to reading from books not the folders. So if there are 

old books present can we please use them to get used to reading from books again – this is more dignified for the word.  
11. Please make sure you have filled in your Volunteer Form (once only), Confidentiality Form (once only), and Statuary Declaration 

Form (only if born overseas – once only). 
12. Please make sure you have your Blue Card (every 3 years) and Police Checks (every 3 years) and these are kept up to date.  
13. Please undertake your Safeguarding training – once every 2 years. 
14. All new readers from June 2019 should see a priest to do the very quick parish induction questionnaire.  
15. Please enjoy the ministry as it is vital to our Sunday and Weekday Worship 
16. Encourage others to read 

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Rosanna 
Ng, Brian Smith, Marjorie & Cyril Ring, 
Janine Kilfoy, John Kilfoy, Una Kilfoy. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

Emails you could use:  
thepremier@premiers.qld.gov.au  
reception@opposition.qld.gov.au.    Deb Frecklington MP 

 Daylight saving begins in the southern states/territories this Sunday - 4 October. 

Our faith is more than a private matter. It shapes our lives in public as well as how we relate to God 
personally.  
The Catholic Bishops of Queensland have released a State Election Statement, calling on Catholics to 
consider Catholic Social Teachings as they go to the polls on October 31.  
To read the statement visit https://bit.ly/2FDLtIH 
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For the Kids ...  

Gathering: 
 
Praise The Lord, My Soul 
 
Praise the Lord, my soul, 
let fire and rain give praise to Him, 
give praise to Him, who is merciful, 
slow to judge;  bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
let all I am give praise to Him; 
and not forget He is kind,  
He forgives our sin;  bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 
Glory to our God,  
let all that is give praise to Him; 
give praise to Him, all you creatures who live His love; 
bless the Lord, O My soul, bless the Lord, O my soul.  
 
© 1975, 1979,John B foley, NALR 

Recessional: 
 
Alleluia!  Sing To Jesus 
 
Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus!  
His the sceptre, his the throne. 
Alleluia!  His the triumph, his the victory alone; 
hark!  the songs of peaceful Sion 
thunder like a mighty flood; 
Jesus out of ev'ry nation 
hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 
Alleluia!  King eternal,  
thee the Lord of lords we own. 
Alleluia!  Born of Mary, 
earth thy footstool, heav'n thy throne: 
thou within the veil has entered, 
robed in flesh our great High Priest; 
thou on earth both priest and victim 
in the Eucharistic feast. 

Music for this Sunday  


