
Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 4 December 

8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
9.00am  Reflection Day and Labyrinth 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 5 December 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 6 December - St Nicholas 

9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 7 December 
St Ambrose 

7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Wednesday 8 December 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 9 December - St Juan Diego 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 10 December - Our Lady of Loreto 

10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

6.00pm  Sung Evening Prayer - Burleigh Heads  
Saturday 11 December 

4.30am  Simbang Gabi Mass - Burleigh Waters 
      (NO 8am Mass today) 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach  
Sunday 12 December 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jack Ho  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom, OAM 

  BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH 
   

  BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY -3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters 

   BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR - 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads 

   PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach 

   MIAMI - CALVARY - Redondo Av, Miami 

   MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba 

   SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

Second Sunday of Advent 

5 December, 2021  
Year C:  Baruch 5:1-9;  Phil 1:4-6,8-11;  Lk 3:1-6 

next week's Readings:  Zeph 3:14-18;  Phil 4:4-7;  Lk 3:10-18 

In today’s gospel passage Luke sounds like a history 
teacher. " In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar...." We’re not used to a gospel writer spending 
much time on historical data and geography. We are still 
early in this gospel and we get the impression from Luke 
that whatever is going to happen in the course of this 
narrative will take place at a very specific time and location. 
Salvation, according to Luke, is not a children’s fairy tale, 
but it is a very concrete event in human history.  

John the Baptist is the clarion voice announcing the beginning of a new age; the 
time of Jesus and his ministry. Luke connects us to the promises made in the 
past by the prophets and is now beginning to show their fulfilment in the 
present. The period announced by John will end with Jesus’ ascension to 
heaven. Then the Acts of the Apostles (Luke’s second volume) will begin the 
narration of a third period when the Church expands Jesus’ ministry into the 
future -- until the end of time.  
John the Baptist is a very important figure in all the gospels and each begins by 
telling of his ministry. John sets the stage for the One who is to come. In Luke’s 
telling John is a prophet, like the prophets of old. Just as God spoke the Word to 
the people through the prophets in the past, God is speaking the Word once 
again through the prophet John. With John’s arrival we begin to move from the 
promises of the Old Testament to their fulfilment in the gospel. Israel’s longed-
for salvation has taken flesh and John is announcing his immanent arrival.  
There’s no escaping, or watering down, what John is asking: "a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins...." He’s calling people to change their 
ways, not just a cosmetic makeover, but a complete turning around 
("metanoia"). He wants people to stop going in their own direction, making 
decisions based on their own preferences, move towards God and be open to 
what God is about to do for them. Such a turning would require profound 
change in their thinking and acting.  
Most people don’t have to be told that they are sinners, in fact, many of us carry 
the burden for past misdeeds around with us throughout our lives. That guilt 
affects how we think of God, ourselves and how we treat others. John the 
Baptist is often depicted in austere terms, a scary prophet. But his message is 
one of relief and fulfilment: God is drawing near with the offer of forgiveness and 
will do for us what we could not do for ourselves.   
We are not yet celebrating the birth of the Christ Child. Instead we are preparing 
for the coming of the adult Christ who, as the prophet Isaiah promised, washes 
away sins, "...all flesh shall see the salvation of God." As wonderful as the feast 
of Christmas is, John points us not to the child Jesus, but to the coming Christ, 
whose life, death and resurrection save us. One of the key messages in Luke’s 
Gospel is that God reaches out, not just to a select religious group, but to all 
people ("all flesh"); as the Baptist reminds us, God’s salvation is for everyone, 
no one is to be left out.  
At the time of the Babylonian empire whenever the monarch travelled workers 
would precede him levelling the ground and filling in ditches to make the way 
smooth for his chariots. By quoting Isaiah, "Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight God’s paths," John directs our gaze to the topography of our own lives: 
where are the "valleys," the empty places that the coming Christ can fill in? 
What are the "mountains," those forces that tower over us and leave us feeling 
impotent: debilitating habits, sins, addictions, social pressures, etc? Those of us 
who look for Christ’s coming anew to us this Advent must admit we haven’t fully 
responded to the Baptist’s (and Isaiah’s) proclamation to prepare the way. 
             CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 
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There are still personal and communal twists and turns, a "winding road," that divert us away from the straight paths that open to 
the Saviour’s entrance into our lives. There are valleys of discouragement and frustration, as well as mountains of resistance to 
Baruch’s vision of a just community. We need help, another appearance of Christ into our lives, so we can continue to work for the 
completion of his mission in our world. But not by our own power! Luke announces the beginning of a new age with Christ’s 
coming. After Christ completes his mission his community will be gifted with his Spirit so we can continue the work of straightening 
the "winding roads"; filling in the valleys and making the mountains low for the final arrival of Christ.  
We who hear this gospel today are in the third period of history – the time of the Church. And anyone of us can testify it is a time 
of stress, confusion, anxiety and, for some, persecution. Advent reminds us that this is also a time for us to practice patience and 
hope in the promise of the gospel: God’s kingdom will come in its fullness.  
Let’s not skip over the first reading, from the prophet Baruch, it is sheer poetry! But Jerusalem needs more than poetic imagery 
and pretty language at this moment, for the city is in ruins and its children carried off into Babylonian exile. Devout Jews longed to 
return to Jerusalem, portrayed as the ideal city in the Scriptures. Baruch envisions a time when those in the Diaspora will return to 
their true home. It’ll be a new exodus made possible by God’s command. 
How else could a defeated people be resurrected, except by the life-
giving Word of God?  
The restored people will wrap themselves in "the cloak of justice from 
God." The garments they will wear suggests the life they will have 
together in the new Jerusalem. Justice is not merely one virtue among 
many in the Bible rather, for God’s community, it is the key virtue. It 
reflects the very way God treats us. In a community guided by justice all 
are treated equally; all share in the community’s resources; no one goes 
hungry or is treated unfairly. The daily news reminds us we are far from 
being those who are clothed in "the cloak of justice." The pandemic has 
made bad things worse, with an increase of families and individuals in our 
country who lack consistent access to adequate food and shelter.   
Baruch’s message is good news indeed for the forlorn and scattered 
people! Despite their past sins and disloyalties, God has not left them to 
perish, but promises to restore the nation and the city. God will gather the 
scattered children from the four corners of the world. The Responsorial 
Psalm today celebrates the return of the exiles, "The Lord has done great 
things for us; we are filled with joy."  
Jerusalem was never fully restored and so the people began to hope in 
another kind of restoration. Their expectations turned to the coming of the 
Messiah to proclaim God’s kingdom to the world. Baruch is an Advent 
prophet who touches our deepest feelings and our longings for the 
fullness of God. The people continued to experience oppression, 
dispersion, domination, and longing. Imagine their excitement when John 
the Baptist, quoting Isaiah’s messianic vision, announced the imminent 
arrival of the One who will bring "the salvation of God." 

MIAMI COMMUNITY ROOM and COMMUNITY OFFICE 
The Miami Community Room will be Officially Opened this Sunday after the 8.30am Mass.  We will also have our first Church 
Community Cuppa again after the long months of COVID and the building of the facility.  
Everyone is invited to view the Community Kitchen, Seminar Room, and Office facility. The Office will be part of our Parish 
developing an outreach to the general community through a Community Mental Health Hub. This is a great way for our parish 
to further engage with the mission of Christ in our local community.  
The Rooms will be called officially the MIAMI COMMUNITY ROOM and COMMUNITY OFFICE and known as the HICKEY 
HALL (H2) after a generous beneficiary Mr Kevin Hickey (TBC).  
See you this Sunday.  

LATEST COVID DIRECTIVES from ARCHDIOCESE 
 
Do people need to be vaccinated to attend Mass?  
 
No.  Everyone is welcome to attend a Mass or liturgy regardless of their vaccination status. Places of Worship are not subject to     
   vaccination restrictions.  This remains the same once the borders open. 
 
Are we required to check the vaccination status of parishioners and visitors at Churches? 
 
No.  At this time, you are not required to check vaccination status of those attending places of worship.  Please share this information  
   with your volunteers and marshals.  The Queensland government continues to require people use the Check In Qld App when   
   entering places of worship.  
 
What are the occupancy requirements for Christmas Masses? 
 
At this time, the occupancy for Christmas Masses remains the same as current occupancy restrictions for places of worship.   
The following limits apply (this also includes baptisms) with use of the COVID Safe Checklist.  
 1 person per 2 square metres indoors  
 
What is the occupancy for weddings and funerals?  
 From 17 December, weddings will have no capacity limit if only fully vaccinated people attend.  If anyone attending a wedding is 

unvaccinated, it is restricted to a maximum of 20 people. 
 Funerals will not be limited to only vaccinated people.  Funerals are required to adhere to the current limits. 

Artwork:  
“Make a straight path” fabric - from http://www.missale.net/en/ 



DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased 
and for friends and relatives whose anniversaries 

occur at this time:  John Townsend, Colin Randazzo, 
Caterina Randazzo, Alan Bugeja, Vincent Bugeja, 
Mary Cale, Gerald Dwyer, Dr Marcelein Almeida, 
Kevin Hickey, Raouf Razzouk, Andersen & Bourke 
families. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for Michael Allan, 
Noreen Andersen, Patricia Ashton, Brent Bennett, 
Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, Diane Busutil, 
Bernard Clark, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Peter 
Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, 
Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Anne Lord, Denis McEnery, 
Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie 
Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, 
Sean Roche, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Maureen 
Reti, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, 
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish 
and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.  

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funeral of John Edward 
Townsend who has died in Christ.  Let us remember 
his family and friends in our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who 

contribute to the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as 

follows:    BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  Reference:  Planned 

Giving/Surname. 
 

 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - The next Mass will be Christmas 

Eve, instead of the fourth Sunday of the Month (6pm, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy, Burleigh Waters). 
 

 PARISH CHOIR REHEARSALS - Mondays at Mary, Mother of Mercy 

Church from 5.30 - 6.30pm.  All ages welcome. 
 

 THE NEOCATECHUMENAL COMMUNITY - St Benedict's Church 

Mudgeeraba, Thursday 7.30 - 8.30pm.  Contact Dean Sargent 0401 942241. 

POSTION – PARISH SECRETARY 
The Burleigh Catholic Parish is seeking a part-time Parish Secretary (Monday, Tuesday, Friday) – phone and office management, 
data input, registry input, computer work with publisher (weekly newsletter) and excel. Be able to answer phones with empathy, 
and take initiative within a team environment in the Parish Office with so many other jobs that are needed each week. The 
successful applicant will need to be Blue Card and Safe Guarding compliant and COVID Vaccinated. Please contact the Parish 
Office (burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au) with your CV by 6 December. A short list will be made and interviews conducted - 
employment hopefully to begin early in 2022.      Padre  

Christmas Mass Times 

Friday 24 December 

5pm Calvary Church, Miami 

6.00pm Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 

6.30pm Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 

9pm Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 

Midnight Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 

Saturday 25 December 

7am Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 

7am Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 

8.30am Calvary Church, Miami 

8.30am St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba 

10am Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 

A Vocation View:  Who, today, is willing to make ready the way of the Lord to clear Him a straight path?  

ALL ARE WELCOME  
Please join us as we present our  

Festival of Carols and Readings  
of the Christmas Story. 

 

Friday 17 December 7pm,  
Mary, Mother of Mercy 

 

Come and enjoy the evening candlelight liturgy  
- to hear the Christmas story proclaimed 

and join in singing the ageless carols. 
 

Parish Christmas Party will take place after the service in the 

undercover area of Marymount (adjacent to the church) with nibbles, 

traditional Christmas cake, shortbread, tea, coffee and cordial. 
 

BYO picnic rug, folding chair and a family share plate 

as we continue singing along to Christmas songs. 
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Music for this Sunday  

Gathering:   Prepare The Way 
 
Mountains and hills shall be brought to the ground, 
the winding paths be straightened 
and all on earth shall see his face: 
"Prepare the way of the Lord." 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 
© 1981, Brian Boniwell, Spectrum Publications 
 
Psalm Response:    
 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed we were glad. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 
 
Word of healing, Alleluia; 
heal our sorrow.  Maranatha! 
 
Word of comfort, Alleluia; 
bring us hope now.  Maranatha! 
 
Word of gladness, Alleluia; 
fill our hearts now.  Maranatha! 
 
Word of wisdom, Alleluia; 
come renew us.  Maranatha! 
 
Sanctus 

Lamb Of God 

 

Communion:    Come, O Lord 
 
O Lord of Light, shine in my heart, 
chase away all darkness from my life, 
and bring the dawn of knowledge to my world: 
and I will try to do my part, 
to light my candle for the world to see, 
to see your light alive in one another. 
 
  Come, O Lord!  Come to ev'ry heart 
  and waken all who sleep to your joy: 
  O Emmanuel, come to my heart, 
  I still look for the joy your Christmas brings, 
  and I would be your presence in the world. 
 
O Root of Life, grow in my heart, 
that I might be a branch upon your vine, 
and grow in love as you will grow in me; 
and I will try to do my part, 
to plant the seeds of love upon the earth, 
and bring the fruits of love to one another. 
 
O Key of Joy, unlock my heart, 
break away the chains that hold me close, 
that keep my love from flowing to the world; 
and I will try to do my part, 
to open all the doors that I have closed, 
the doors that keep us far from one another. 
 
O King of Peace, reign in my heart, 
and join the ends of all the earth as one, 
that I might join and sing in one great song; 
and I will try to do my part, 
reach out to those around me ev'ry day, 
that I might bring your peace to one another. 
 
© 1978, Marty Haugen, Pastoral Arts Associates of North America 
 
Recessional:    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times didst give the law, 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
 
  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
  shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
O come, Thy rod of Jesse's stem, 
from ev'ry foe deliver them. 
That trust thy mighty pow'r to save, 
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. 

Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727411 

For the Kids ...  
Help John the Baptist prepare the way for the Lord  

by finding the straightest path to Jesus 


