
Parish Weekly Diary.... 

 
Monday, 7 December 
9.00am  Mass  - Miami 
10.00am Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
      - for Fr Lucius' mother 
5.30pm  Sung Evening Prayer - Burleigh Heads 
 
Tuesday, 8 December 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 

 
Wednesday, 9 December 
7.00am  Mass  - Miami 
9.30am  Mass  - Ozanam Villa 
5.30pm  Mass  - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday, 10 December 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
5.15pm  Mass  - Mudgeeraba 

  
Friday, 11 December 
9.00am  Mass  - Robina Hospital 
12 noon Mass  - Miami 
      - followed by Adoration of Blessed 
        Sacrament until 2pm 
 
Saturday, 12 December 
8.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Heads 
 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Sat 5.00pm  Mass  - Miami 
Sat 6.00pm  Mass  - Palm Beach 
Sat 6.15pm  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
 
SUNDAY, 13 December 

Third Sunday of Advent 
7.00am  Mass  -  Burleigh Heads 
7.00am  Mass  - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass  -  Miami 
8.30am  Mass  -  Mudgeeraba  
10.00am Mass  -  Doyle Centre, Marymount 
5.30pm  Mass  - Doyle Centre, Marymount 
 
MASS TIMES are available on our Website - 
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au/Masstimes 
 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION:  
We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the 

Universal Church practice of receiving the Lord’s Body 

and Blood:  the Body of Christ is received on the hand 

or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by 

drinking from the chalice.  We kindly ask you to refrain 

from dipping the host into the chalice if this is your 

custom. 

PARISH OFFICE:  9.00am - 5.00pm 

3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  
[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
Fax:      5576 7143 
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Ken Howell     Parish Pastor      
Fr Lucius Edomobi   Associate Pastor  
Fr Stephen Camiolo   Associate Pastor 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Mr Jim Littlefield  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

A voice cries in the desert: Prepare a way for the Lord! 
 
In today’s gospel we see John the Baptist in the desert calling out to the people of 
Judea to come out into the open desert and let God find them. To go into the desert 
is to leave behind the normal props of life on which we tend to depend. Such life 
props we often find in our job, in relationships and in routine religious practices. God 
cannot do much with us as long as we hope and trust in these things as the first 
things that give meaning to our lives. When the heart is full no one can come into it, 
not even God. We have first to let go of what our heart is holding on to before we can 
embrace God. This letting go is symbolized by a journey into the barren desert. 
 
In the Bible the desert has come to mean a place of encounter with God. It was in the 
desert that the people of Israel met God and learnt the ways of God. There they 
became God’s own people and the Lord became their God. But first they had to give 
up all the things that make for the good life that they were enjoying in Egypt: “the fish 
we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the 
onions, and the garlic”.   (Numbers 11:5). 
 
Jesus, before beginning his public ministry, spent forty days and nights in the desert. 
It was a time of discovering and deepening his personal relationship with God. By 
calling the people into the desert John was calling them to let go of their false hopes 
and securities and learn to hope and trust in God alone. 
 
John lived what he preached. By his lifestyle, and eating habits, he showed that the 
meaning of life is not to be found in the abundance of material possessions but in 
relationship with God. Simplicity of life and detachment from unnecessary cares and 
worries of social life frees the heart for a personal relationship with God. To go into 
the desert is the first step in true repentance. It means abandoning our usual hiding 
places and putting ourselves in a situation where God can easily reach us. It is the 
levelling of those hills and the filling of those valleys that make it difficult for God to 
reach us and save us. 
 
In this season of advent, dear friends, the church extends to us once more, the call of 
John the Baptist to repent and confess our sins in preparation for the One who is to 
come. It is an opportunity to rediscover our total dependence on God. God has made 
us for Himself, as St Augustine discovered, and our hearts are restless till they rest in 
God. When we realize this and make room for God in our lives, then we are on the 
way to true repentance after the example of John the Baptist. 
 
I wish all of us a glorious Advent experience! 
                                 Fr Lucius Edomobi 

BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH 
 

 PALM BEACH, Our Lady of the Way Church - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach 

 MIAMI, Calvary Church - Santa Monica Rd, Miami 

 MUDGEERABA, St. Benedict's Church - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba 

 BURLEIGH HEADS COMMUNITIES   
   - Burleigh Heads - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, Park Av, Burleigh Heads 
   - Burleigh Waters - Marymount College, Reedy Creek Rd, Burleigh Waters 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 6 December, 2015 
 

Year C:  Baruch 5:1-9;  Phil 1:4-6,8-11;  Lk 3:1-6 

Curriculum vitae  
 
My name is Joshua Whitehead and I am a 34-year-old seminarian from Holy Spirit Seminary at 

Banyo. Every year during advent, Queensland seminarians are sent to a parish within the diocese 

which they are studying for; I am overjoyed to have been sent to live and work in the Burleigh 

Heads parish this year.  

I am a cradle Catholic and come from a large family with four beautiful sisters and two awesome 

brothers (I’m the second oldest). When I was 17 years old, I graduated from high school and 

enlisted in the New Zealand Army as a Boilermaker, serving for eight years including a 6 month 

tour to Afghanistan in 2005. Since my release from the army, I have had a vast array of 

experiences in life including training in Thai boxing in Thailand, building movie sets in London, 

working in the mines in Western Australia, and building a successful personal training business; 

but all this felt empty – I did it without inviting Jesus Christ into my life. Ever since accepting 

Christ’s call back to my faith in 2011, I have found happiness and joy in life, learnt how to love, 

and heard a calling to the priesthood. I’ve just completed my third year of study at the seminary 

and while it has been difficult at times, I take great peace in St. Paul’s words, “For when I am 

weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor 12:10b). 

It brings me joy to have my Advent Placement at Burleigh Heads Parish this year and I look 

forward to meeting, working with, and serving the Burleigh Heads community throughout 

Advent. 



Important news from Fr Ken 
 
Lady Angelina Edomobi RIP 
 
It is with great sadness that we received the news on Tuesday night of the death of the mother of our associate 
pastor Father Lucius. Although Mrs Edomobi had been unwell, there had been an improvement in health and her 
death was somewhat unexpected. Father Lucius will depart for Nigeria on Monday evening for the funeral 
liturgies of his dear mother. I would like to invite you to celebrate a special Memorial Mass on Monday morning 
with Fr Lucius in the Infant Saviour church at 10 am. We assure Father Lucius of our prayers and our sympathy in 
this very difficult time. 

 

A very important decision – the New Church 
 
Our Parish Finance Council met last Wednesday evening and received detailed reports from our architect Peter 
Gardner and staff from Archdiocesan Property and Building department. After extensive work on our behalf with 
the lowest tenderer, Stokes and Wheeler, I received a recommendation from the Finance Council to proceed with 
the awarding of the contract for the construction of our new church, parish centre and offices at Burleigh Waters. 
 
This is a momentous decision and one that has been the culmination of years of work and painstaking discussions. 
We can now instruct our architect to proceed with the building project and engage the builder. 
 
As we know, this project has been on the drawing boards for close to 16 years. It was always intended that a new 
central church would be built for this Parish on the Marymount site following the redevelopment of the Infant 
Saviour church site at Burleigh Heads. 
 
In proceeding with the project I restate the desire that we once again have a focal church for the Burleigh Heads 
Parish. For many years we have suffered from the lack of meeting space and function facilities. This will be 
addressed in the project through the provision of meeting and function facilities. Our Parish offices have resided 
for some time in the old farmhouse on the “Poyser” property. Now we can properly build new office space in the 
church building that will provide suitable offices well into the future. 
 
We must also remember that we are providing a permanent place for worship for our Doyle Centre community. 
This is long overdue and we salute the dedication of that community who have “built up” and put away a worship 
space every Sunday for 16 years. Added to this, it is vitally important for our youth that we provide a worship 
space for our school communities. 
 
The decision to build has been questioned by some. Is this the right time? Do we need this church now? I too have 
questioned the project. However I am convinced of the original vision and have committed myself to moving the 
building project forward. Please keep in mind that we are providing for the future and for generations to come. We 
need a unifying church building for our Parish; one that is large enough for big crowds and that can also draw our 
schools communities more visibly into the life of the Church.  
 
We must look at the big picture, and even though our Sunday Mass attendance may not be as strong as it was, we 
must provide for now and for perhaps 100 or more years. The Church’s history has always been one of feast and 
famine and these times are no different from various stages of history just like ours. God’s Holy Spirit will continue 
to work and who knows how this church will be needed and used into the future? While we regret the many years 
that it has taken to bring this building project to fruition, we look back to the original intention, all those years ago, 
and honour that commitment for both now and our future. 
 
I am deeply grateful to our Parish Finance Council for their thorough investigation into all matters concerning the 
funding of the project and for their faith and expertise. I also thank our hard working Building Design Committee 
who have been meeting for many years to further these buildings.  
 
Can I invite you, our Parish family, to come on board with enthusiasm for the project as we begin construction in 
January 2016. 
 
Once again, I seek the intercession of our Blessed Mother through the building of this church, which we will 
dedicate in her honour. May this entire project bring forth many blessings for our entire community. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Fr Ken Howell PP 



SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Deanne Allul, Gail 
Andrews, Patricia Ashton, Taylor Austin, 
Jenny Avery, Glenys Bailey, Belinda Barry 
Cotter, John Beatie, Liam Bleby, Leigh 
Boulcher, John Boyes, Jacob Burgstaller, 
Lily Burgstaller, Kevin Byrne, Deborah 
Campani, Marie Chapman, Madeline 
Church, John Conlan, John Costigan, Joe 
Mason Cox, Annette Cremin, Helen 
Crestani, Chris Curran, Graham 
Delahunty, Edna Devlin, Joseph Dick, 
Patricia Dowling, Vikki Dwyer, Helen 
Eadie, Patti Edwards, Helen Elford, 
Marlise England, Narelle Evans, Rosalie 
Evans, Fr Des Fitzgerald, Lance Fry, Rita 
Galea, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, 
Charles Haber, Hazel Harvey, Robert 
Harvey, Patricia Holmes, Norman Ingle, 
Kristine Kassulke, Roy Kershaw, Janine 
Kilfoy, John Kilfoy, Josephine Lenaghan, 
Christine Marshall, Denis Magill, Patrick 
McMahon, John Meekin, Helena Misztela, 
Betty Murdoch, June Newdick, Damian 
Normice, Heather Oakes, Mary O'Brien, 
Paul O'Connor, Eileen O’Neill, Michael 
Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Maureen O’Sullivan, 
Noel O’Sullivan, Anne Owens, Joan 
Parker, Mike Parker, Anna Pereira, John 
Poderin, Peter Reid, Ruth Reilly, Tracy 
Ricketts, Bill Rolph, Peter Ryan, Edna 
Ryding, Lito Santos, Helene Scarff, Lina 
Schembri, William Sheehan, Max Smales, 
Archie Smallwood, Tarlia Smedley, Isaac 
Stafrace, Carmel Taylor, Lisa Taylor, Fr 
Keith Teefey, Santo Toscano, Darrell 
Towell, Gwane Walker, Elinor Wright, 
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of 
our Parish and all in need of God’s 
healing Spirit.  

BAPTISMS 
We welcome to our faith community 
Braxton John Ruttley, Easton Jagger 
Ruttley (Calvary, Miami) Zac Jay Gloftis, 
Coco Honey-Rose Montalva, Kiah 
Summa Hawke (Infant Saviour, Burleigh 

Heads) who were baptised last week. 

Parish News and Happenings 

 MEMORIAL MASS FOR FR LUCIUS' 
MOTHER will be celebrated at Infant 
Saviour - Monday morning at 10am.  All 
welcome.  Please bring a plate for Morning 
Tea after Mass.  This day is also the 3rd 
anniversary of Fr Lucius' ordination to the 
priesthood. 

 

  CONGRATULATIONS to our Parish 
schools as they complete their year.  
Thank you to both staff and students. Have 
a blessed and enjoyable holiday. 

 

 HOLY YEAR OF MERCY begins on 
Tuesday [Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception].  More details to follow.  [See 
Burleigh Catholic Life Magazine today]. 

 

 CATHOLIC LIFE Parish Magazine - 
available today - great edition - please 
collect! 

 

 FEAST OF THE DEDICATION of the 
Infant Saviour Church - this Saturday, 12 
December, at 8am. 

 

 FIRST ANNIVERSARY - Fr Stephen will 
celebrate his first anniversary of Ordination 
on Wednesday 9 December at Palm 
Beach 5.30pm Mass.  Please come along 
and bring something to share for a light 
supper. Wine provided. A great opportunity 
to support our Associate Pastor. 

 
 The Coffee Morning at Piccolo Café, Miami 

Surf Club (2 Hythe St), has been changed 
(for this month) to the second Monday of 
the month.  All welcome to join us on 
Monday 14 December.    Fr Stephen 

 

 SUNG EVENING PRAYER FOR 
ADVENT - Monday evenings, 5.30pm, 
Infant Saviour Church.  The sights and 
sounds of Advent attempt to focus our 
attention on Jesus' coming by insisting that 
while we look back to his birth and forward 
to his second coming, it is in the daily 
struggles, challenges and choices that the 
'days of the Lord' will be found.  And so, in 
joyful expectation, we prepare for the great 
event - the birth of Jesus. 

 

 Tickets in the CHRISTMAS HAMPER 
RAFFLE conducted by the Catholic 
Women's League will be on sale at all 
churches this weekend.  1st prize - 
Christmas Hamper;  2nd prize - Painting;  
3rd prize - Cushions.  Tickets $1 each. 

 VISION STATEMENT - As you may 
recall, several weeks ago the Parish 
Pastoral Council presented a draft vision 
statement at all Mass centres inviting each 
person to provide feedback on this vision.  
If you took this form home to complete, it 
can be returned by placing on the 
collection plate. The Burleigh Heads 
Pastoral Council, wish you and your family 
a happy, safe and blessed Christmas. 

 

 FORMING LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
OF GOSPEL JOY - Evangelisation 
Brisbane, in partnership with Liturgy 
Brisbane, is offering formation for Liturgical 
Ministers at St Monica's Centre, Golden 
Four Dr, Tugun.  Thursdays 4, 11, 18 
February 2016, from 7 - 9pm.  Session 1 
on 4 February will provide some 
background information for understanding 
the Mass, liturgy and the church's liturgical 
year.  Session 2 on 11 February will be a 
more practical session focusing on the 
roles of Ministers of the Word and 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion.    
Parishioners and all who are already 
actively involved in some ministry are 
invited to attend.  Bookings taken to mid 
January to Rina Wintour, 0400 332120 
rwintour@internode.on.net 

 

 PARISH SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTION 
GROUP meets for the last time in 2015 
this coming Tuesday, 8 December, at 
Infant Saviour meeting room at 7pm.  
Everyone interested in social justice 
issues, both home and overseas, most 
welcome to come along.  An up to date 
report will be provided on the Burleigh 
Heads / Ossu, East Timor Parish project.  
Contact Jocelyn and Tom Bourke on 5534 
9277 or 0407 140229;  email 
jabourke50@live.com  or Sue and Bren 
Milsom 5522 4880 or 0409 718139;email 
milsoms@outlook.com 

 

 THE CATHOLIC LEADER - Catholics 
raise their voices and hit the streets to 
march for climate justice ... Australian man 
battling for fairer wages named a papal 
knight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   PLANNED GIVING LAST WEEK -    
 CODE:   = very good; 

       = good;   

       = hangin’ in there; 

       = help!   

Planned Giving roster this week: Miami 

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the 
recently deceased and for friends and 
relatives whose anniversaries occur about 

this time:  Vincent Bugeja, Alice & Patrick 
Shannon, Patrick Mellifont, Gerald 
Dwyer.  

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

 
 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funeral of    
Patrick (Mick) Mellifont who has died in 
Christ.  Let us remember his family and 
friends in our prayers this week.  

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

Christmas Mass Times 

Thursday 24 December Friday 25 December 

5pm Calvary Church, Miami 7am Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 

5pm St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba 7am Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 

6pm Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 8.30am Calvary Church, Miami 

6.30pm* Doyle Centre, Marymount 8.30am St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba 

7.30pm Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 10am Doyle Centre, Marymount 

Midnight Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads  

* please note Doyle Centre Christmas Eve Mass changed to 6.30pm.  



Bond Uni Mass Transport 5520 2591 

Care & Concern 5576 6318 

C W L 5535 8487 

Choir 5598 2570 

Christian Meditation  5593 3794  

Family Groups  5535 3817 

Ladies’ Dinner 5576 2623 

Ladies’ Lunch 5576 2623 

Marymount Primary 5535 1803  

Marymount College 5586 1000 

menALIVE Scripture Group 0412 270828 

Men’s Dinner 5576 2623 

Ozanam Villa 5507 0800 

St Vincent de Paul 5561 4702 

TEAMS for Married Couples 5522 4880 

Used with permission  Word of Life International - Licence No. 1090 

A VOCATION VIEW    
Who, today, is willing to make ready the way of the Lord, to 
clear him a straight path?  God, I prayed you would help me 
discern and make a straight path out of the wilderness. 
 
Vocation Office:  1300 133 544         
vocation@bne.catholic.net.au       
www.bne.catholic.net.au/vocations 

Liturgical Music for Second Sunday of Advent 

INTRODUCTORY RITES:   
 
Gathering:     
 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 
who ord'rest all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, 
and teach us in her ways to go. 
 
  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
  shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times didst give the law, 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
 
 
Lighting of Advent Wreath:      
 
Response:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD:   
 
Psalm Response:      
 
The Lord has done great things for us; 
we are filled with joy. 
 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 Next week’s readings:  Zeph 3:14-18;  Phil 4:4-7;   Lk 3:10-18 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 
Communion Processional:     
 
Lord, We Come To Your Table 
 
Lord, we come to your table. 
Lord, we hear your Word. 
Lord, you are our Bread of Life 
and we, the Body of Christ.  
© 1996, Michael Herry, fms 
 
Thanksgiving:     
 
You Are Near 
 
  O Lord, I know you are near, 
  standing always at my side. 
  You guard me from the foe, 
  and you lead me, in ways everlasting. 
 
Lord, you have searched my heart, 
and you know when I sit and when I stand. 
Your hand is upon me protecting me from death, 
keeping me from harm. 
 
Where can I turn from your love? 
If I climb to the heavens you are there; 
if I fly to the sunrise or sail beyond the sea, 
still I'd find you there. 
 
© 1971, Daniel L Schutte, New Dawn Music 
 
CONCLUDING RITES   
 
Dismissal:      
 
Let The Valleys Be Raised 
 
  Let the valleys be raised 
  and the mountains made low. 
  Ev'ry meadow and field overturn. 
  make the pathway straight 
  and the highway run smooth 
  for the coming of God in our day. 
 
God has come to his people 
as he promised of old. 
He has raised up a Saviour 
in the sight of us all. 
 
You, little child, go before him 
like the prophets of old, 
bringing news of his coming 
by the mercy of God. 
 
© 1977, Daniel L Schutte, NALR 

Word of healing  -     Al-le- lu - ia, 

Heal our  sor  -  row.   Ma-ra-na-tha! 

Word of comfort  - Alleluia  -  Bring us hope now - Maranatha! 
Word of gladness  -  Alleluia  -  Fill our hearts now - Maranatha! 
Word of wisdom  -  Alleluia  -  Come renew us.  Maranatha! 
 
(Maranatha - means "Come Lord Jesus") 

  

 

 


