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Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 5 June 
St Boniface 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 6 June 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 7 June 

9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 8 June 
St James Berthieu 

7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Wednesday 9 June 
St Ephrem 
5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 10 June 

5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 11 June 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 
10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 12 June 

Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 13 June 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

 
On the feast of the Body and 
Blood of Christ there is a 
tendency to go right to the 
gospel narratives of the Last 
Supper, where, Jesus 
celebrated the Passover meal 
with his disciples. In today’s 
account Jesus takes and 
blesses bread, gives it to his 
disciples saying, "Take it, this 
is my body." He gives thanks 
over the cup, gives it to them 
saying, "This is my blood 
which will be shed for many." 

 
Isn’t that the focus of today, Jesus’ institution of the Eucharist at table with his 
disciples? Yes, but wait a minute, what Jesus did actually comes from the 
context of the Passover and that takes us to the Jewish roots of the meal. So, 
let us go there, to our ancestral story, from the book of Exodus, our first 
reading. 
 
Our scriptures today make reference to the use of blood in ritual re-enactment 
to seal our relationship with God, both in the ancient and new covenants. This 
Sunday we are in the 24th chapter of Exodus, the ratification of the Sinai 
covenant. Exodus gives a dramatic account of the ritual of word and then 
blood. First, Moses reads the laws to the people – a reminder of our own liturgy 
of the Word. It is obvious that people didn’t think God’s "words and ordinances" 
were restrictive, or burdensome, because they respond, "We will do everything 
that the Lord has told us." 
 
Well, that was certainly optimistic of them! We know from our own experience 
that enthusiasm, while a good response to God, is not enough for faithfully 
carrying out God’s will. Hence, the subsequent rituals. First, the burnt offerings 
of the young bulls. It symbolizes the people’s total self-offering to God. It is 
called a "peace offering"; both establishing and celebrating the peace made 
between God and the people. 
 
Among the ancient’s blood was seen as the life force. The pouring of blood in 
the ceremony sealed the covenant. First, it was splashed on the altar, 
honouring God as the initiator and principal partner in the covenant. God has 
reached out to the people, not because of their merits, but because of God’s 
love. God wants to be in a permanent relationship with them. The people 
realize this. Is it any wonder that twice they profess their desire to follow God’s 
"words and ordinances"? "We will do everything that the Lord has told us." "All 
what the Lord has said, we will heed and do." 
 
And aren’t those the responses we want to make to what God has done for us 
and what we celebrate today? However, on our own, we cannot do "everything 
the Lord has told us." But we are in covenantal relationship with God who has 
sealed the covenant with us in blood. Christ has offered himself on the altar for 
us, symbolizing God’s total self-offering to us.  
 
It is clear in today’s gospel that Mark’s narration of Jesus’ gift of himself, his 
body and blood, is to be seen in light of the tradition of the Passover feast, 
where the Jews celebrate their deliverance from slavery with the meal of the 
sacrificial lamb. Today, we Christians celebrate our deliverance from sin with 
the meal of Jesus’ body and blood. 

     CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 
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Note, Mark mentions "the cup," not the wine, in his telling. Remember that previously in Mark Jesus asked the ambitious 
James and John if they could "drink the cup that I drink….?" (10:38-39) In the garden, before his arrest, Jesus prayed, 
"Father… take this cup away from me…." (14:36) The cup is the symbol of sacrifice, suffering and death. We followers of 
Jesus are invited to share in his life, the fullness of which includes our own sacrificial, self-offering. With the Israelites in our 
first reading, we too want to shout, "We will 
do everything that the Lord has told us." 
Well, we do try, but on our own, our 
discipleship falls short. But we are not 
discouraged because we are not on our 
own. God has made a covenant with us, 
sealed with the blood of God’s own Son. 
We who eat and drink of the food from the 
altar have a share in Jesus’ saving death 
and his new life. 
 
At table with his disciples Jesus promises 
they will one day drink in the kingdom, the 
reign of God. Mass today, and every day, 
reminds us that the Eucharistic 
transubstantiation is more than a simple 
remembrance of a past event when he ate 
his Last Supper with his friends. The meal, 
is his gift of his real body and real blood, 
which also anticipates the feast we will 
someday enjoy with him and each other at 
his table in the eternal banquet. 
 
Artwork:  
“The Last Supper of the Shepherd”  
by Don Giuseppe Pani  

DO RELIGIONS START MOST WARS?             [part 1] 
 
I was chatting with a young person the other day and they said they were taught in 
class that most wars are started by religions or religious organisations. I have heard this 
mantra many many times but is this statement factual? Or is this mantra just another 
secular myth perpetuated to discredit religion as the world’s problem?   
There are many common misconceptions about religion that are often taken as 
unquestioned facts, such as the idea that religious people are inherently anti-science, 
that a literal reading of holy texts is the “true” religious stance, that faith is incompatible 
with reason, and that all religions claim to posses sole and absolute truth.   
While all these ideas are true for a minority of the population, they do not describe 
normative religious beliefs and practices for the majority of believers. It is 

understandable that these misconceptions persist, though, because they come from the loudest voices on the extremes, and like 
other polarizing positions in politics and culture are simplistic ideas that promote easy “us vs. them” illogical thinking (non normative 
logical argument). But there is one common misconception about religion that is voiced often and consistently as an obvious truth — 
often by educated, thoughtful people —that is just not factually true: The idea that religion has been the cause of most wars.  
In his hilarious analysis of The 10 Commandments, George Carlin said to loud applause, “More people have been killed in the name 
of God than for any other reason,” and many take this idea as an historical fact. When I hear someone state that religion has caused 
most wars, though, I will often and ask the person to name these wars. The response is typically, “Come on! The Crusades, The 
Inquisition, Northern Ireland, the Middle East, 9/11. Need I name more?”    
Well, yes, we do need to name more, because while clearly there were wars or movements that had religion as the prime cause, an 
objective look at history reveals that those killed in the name of religion have, in fact, been a tiny fraction in the bloody history of 
human conflict. In their recently published book, “Encyclopaedia of Wars,” authors Charles Phillips and Alan Axelrod document the 
history of recorded warfare, and from their list of 1763 wars only 123 have been classified to involve a religious cause, 
accounting for less than 7 percent of all wars and less than 2 percent of all people killed in warfare. While, for example, it is estimated 
that approximately one to three million people were tragically killed in the Crusades, and perhaps 6,000 in the Inquisition, nearly 35 
million soldiers and civilians died in the senseless, and secular, slaughter of World War 1 alone. Further the French Revolution of 
liberty and equality killed 17,000 people – many religious. And Stalin’s great atheistic movement killed 20,000,000.  
History simply does not support the hypothesis that religion is the major cause of conflict. The wars of the ancient world were rarely, if 
ever, based on religion. These wars were for territorial conquest, to control borders, secure trade routes, or respond to an internal 
challenge to political authority. In fact, the ancient conquerors, whether Egyptian, Babylonian, Persian, Greek, or Roman, openly 
welcomed the religious beliefs of those they conquered, and often added the new gods to their own pantheon.   
Medieval and Renaissance wars were also typically about control and wealth as city-states vied for power, often with the support, but 
rarely instigation, of the Church. And the Mongol Asian rampage, which is thought to have killed nearly 30 million people, had no 
religious component whatsoever.   
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/is-religion-the-cause-of-_b_1400766 
Matthew White's “The Great Big Book of Horrible Things” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/jul/02/religion-wars-conflict 
https://www.reddit.com/r/history/comments/7toe0z/most_wars_are_started_because_of_religion/ 
https://www.swarthmore.edu/friends-historical-library/why-religions-facilitate-war-and-how-religions-facilitate-peace 
https://web.stanford.edu/~jacksonm/war-overview.pdf 

[continued next week] .... 
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SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent 
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & 
Emile Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Peter 
Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, 
Fred Grioli,  Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean 
Hokin, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Pat 
Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Elmer Pesebre, Les Pierce, Phyllis 
Pola, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia 
Tonner, Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler, 
Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in 
need of God’s healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Gai 
Muchamore, Lorraine Chad, Marie 
Buttenshaw, Josephine Gauci, Nancy 
Sciberras, John Kilfoy, Janine Kilfoy, Una 
Kilfoy. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funerals of 
Lorraine Chad and Marie Buttenshaw who 
have died in Christ. Let us remember their 
families and friends in our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

The Neocatechumenal Way:  BURLEIGH PARISH MISSION 
   
Young and old, COME AND LISTEN!   God loves you. Let him speak to you!   He is making all things new.  
We invite you to hear our experience of the Neocatechumenal Way which has been enriching the lives of many for the 
last 50 years and was described by St John Paul II as ‘an itinerary of Catholic formation valid for our society and our 
times’. May the Virgin Mary who inspired this Way intercede for us, that humility, simplicity and praise may appear 
among us. Let us all pray that this gift to the parish may bear fruit, fruit that will last! 
 

Catechesis for the Youth and Adults  -  Mary, Mother of Mercy Church 

Mondays and Thursdays 7 - 8pm in the Community Centre  
For more information call Carlo on 0478 727769   

Marymount College Vinnies Trivia Night - Friday 11 June, 7pm - to raise funds for 

St Vincent de Paul.  Gather a group of friends to make a table of 8 and book a table.  A bar 
will be available on the night. Snacks are BYO.  You can book and pay for the entire table or 
each person is able to book and pay individually - just make sure that you tell your group 
which table number to book.  Cost: $15 per person 
Bookings: www.marymount.qld.edu.au > News and Events > Vinnies Trivia Night 

We welcome to our 10am Mass the Knights and Dames of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta (SMOM), 
officially the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta.  
Padre is chaplain to this Order and once a year they have joined our parish community. The Order is a 
Catholic lay religious order, traditionally of military, chivalric and noble nature. Though it possesses no 
territory, the order is a sovereign entity of international law and maintains diplomatic 
relations with many countries.  
 
SMOM claims continuity with the Knights Hospitaller, a chivalric order that was 

founded c. 1099 by the Blessed Gerard in the Kingdom of Jerusalem. Its motto is 

Tuitio fidei et obsequium pauperum ('defence of the faith and assistance to the 

poor'). The Order venerates the Virgin Mary as its patroness, under the title of Our 

Lady of Philermos. Its modern-day role is largely focused on providing humanitarian assistance and 

assisting with international humanitarian relations, for which purpose it has had permanent observer 

status at the United Nations General Assembly since 1994.  

Greetings. We are experienced meditators in the John Main tradition associated with the WCCM, mindfulness meditation and 
Centering prayer and offer online meditation via Zoom on Monday afternoons at 4pm for 35 minutes.   
We began this ministry around a year ago and are committed to holding this space online, continuing. THE SILENCE OF THE 
HEART - THE WAY OF MEDITATION is a universal spiritual practice that brings us to silence, stillness and simplicity.   
Online meditation - Mondays at 4.00pm - 4.35pm.  We sit for 20 minutes and open and close with sacred music and brief 
readings of relevance. These sessions are not a course in meditation but are for those who want to connect with others in 
stillness and silence, drawn to the path of contemplative prayer.   
Contact Gerard or Judith for further details: kellsull@ozemail.com.au  

 BURLEIGH YOUTH DINNER - Welcoming all youth and young adults to the monthly 

Dinner to be held after 5.30pm Youth Mass on Sunday 6 June at TGI Fridays, Robina 
Town Centre.  If interested please phone Brady on 0466 806556. 

 

 BURLEIGH YOUTH - All youth and young adults are invited to come along to a movie 

night this Wednesday (9 June) and watch Paul, Apostle of Christ. 6pm, Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Church. 

 

 PARISH YOUTH MASS - 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, 5.30pm, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy.  Any young people who wish to be involved see the Mass Co-ordinator. 
 

 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary, 

Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters.   
 

 ANOINTING MASS - First Friday of each month, 10am, Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.  

All welcome.  Cuppa after.  Next Anointing Mass - 4 June. 
 

 PALM BEACH CHURCH - Our church cleaning roster needs topping up.  If you could 

help by joining a group and volunteering around 2½ hours every five weeks, it would be 
gratefully appreciated.  Please contact Margaret - 5535 8714. 

 

 PRAYER GROUP - Each Friday, 1 - 2.30pm, Infant Saviour meeting room.  New 

parishioners welcome.  Please phone Doreen 0409 057346 for more information. 
 

 PLAYGROUP - Mother Effect Gold Coast - meets each Tuesday from 9am - 11am at 

Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.  Donation $2.  
 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who contribute to 

the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as follows:   

BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/D-gICk81VDIOMQymIVGkt9?domain=marymount.qld.edu.au
mailto:kellsull@ozemail.com.au


Music for this Sunday  

Gathering:    Gather Us In 
 
Here in this place, new light is streaming, 
now is the darkness, vanished away, 
see, in this space, our fears and our dreamings, 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in the lost and forsaken, 
gather us in the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
we are the old who yearn for your face, 
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in the rich and the haughty, 
gather us in the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
© 1982, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications 
 
Psalm Response:    

Communion:    Take And Eat 
 
  Take and eat, take and eat: 
  this is my body given up for you. 
  Take and drink;  take and drink: 
  this is my blood given up for you. 
 
I am the Word that spoke and light was made; 
I am the seed that died to be reborn; 
I am the bread that comes from heav'n above; 
I am the vine that fills your cup with joy. 
 
I am the way that leads the exile home; 
I am the truth that sets the captive free; 
I am the life that raises up the dead; 
I am your peace, true peace my gift to you. 
 
I am the Lamb that takes away your sin; 
I am the gate that guards you night and day; 
You are my flock;  you know the shepherd's voice; 
you are my own:  your ransom is my blood. 
 
© 1989, James Quinn, Michael Joncas, GIA Publications 

Recessional:     
 
Go Now, You Are Sent Forth 
 
Go now, you are sent forth 
to live what you proclaim; 
to show the world you follow Christ 
in fact, not just in name. 
 
Go now, you are sent forth 
to walk this troubled earth, 
to share your faith with others 
and prove your real worth. 
 
Go now, you are sent forth 
as God's ambassador; 
by serving him in those we meet 
we love him more and more. 
 
Go now, you are sent forth 
and Christ goes with you, too. 
Today you help his kingdom come 
in everything you do. 
 
© Leo Watt 

For the Kids ...  
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Across 
1.   this object can be used to drink from 
3.   someone who teaches 
5.   Jesus and his disciples shared the special P_ _ _ _ _ _ _  meal 
7.   the opposite of last 
10. Jesus gave a cup of this to his disciples and said, ‘Drink it. This is my 

blood.’ 
11.  a type of building people live in 

Down 
1.   a busy place with lots of people and buildings 
2.   get ready 
4.   a song of praise to God is called a  _ _ _ _ 
6.   after their meal, Jesus and his disciples went to the Mount 

of  _ _ _ _ _ _ 
8.   Jesus sent this many disciples to the city to prepare the 

Passover meal 
9.   Jesus broke some bread, gave it to his disciples and said, 

‘Take this. It is my  _ _ _ _ .’ 


