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St Mary of the Cross 
8 August, 2021  

Year B:  1 Kg 17:8-16;  Col 3:12-17;  Mt 6:25-34 
next week's Readings:  Apoc 11:19,12:1-6,10;  1 Cor 15:20-26;  Lk 1:39-56 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 

Saturday 7 August 
9.00am  Mass (livestreamed) 
 
Sunday 8 August 
St Mary of the Cross 
10.00am  Mass (livestreamed) 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
(if restrictions are lifted on Sunday, you are 
welcome to attend the 5.30pm Mass) 
 
IF RESTRICTIONS LIFTED, BELOW APPLIES 

 (if not, 9am livestreamed Mass each weekday 
10am and 5.30pm Sunday) 

 
Monday 9 August 
St Theresa Benedicta 

9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 10 August 
St Laurence 

7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Wednesday 11 August 
St Clare 

5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 12 August 
St Frances de Chantal 

5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 13 August  -  St Pontian 

10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 14 August 
St Maximilian Mary Kolbe 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 15 August 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jack Ho  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

 
Mary, Patron of the Brisbane Archdiocese 

 
Archdiocesan image of Mary MacKillop as 
Patron  
Mosquito plague, high humidity and heat 
greeted Mary MacKillop and her Sisters 
when they arrived in Brisbane on New 
Year’s Eve 1869 – just three and half years 
after the foundation of the Congregation in 
Penola. What warrior women they were, with 
hearts set on fire for God’s mission.  Little 
did they know what indescribable challenge 
and pain Queensland would be for Mary and 
the Congregation.  
Mary and the Sisters had been invited by 
Bishop Quinn to set up schools in 
Queensland, so they came well equipped 
with the proven Woods-MacKillop system of 

parish-based schools. They immediately hopped in, opened schools in Brisbane 
and very quickly expanded their presence to other places in country Queensland.  
The story of the journey between 1869 and when the Archbishop John Bathersby 
petitioned Rome to make Mary MacKillop the Patron of the Archdiocese is told 
here.  
Pope Benedict XVI on May 6, 2009, assented to the petition and Mary officially 
became Patron of the Archdiocese of Brisbane.  
So what does being a patron mean?  It can be everything from individual, 
personal devotion, to Mary being a protector of everyone and everything in the 
Archdiocese.  If we consider Mary as Patron, we need to reflect on this from both 
an inward and outward perspective.  It requires both movements as that is the 
call of the gospel.  
Inwardly we can be encouraged, nourished and supported by Mary. An example 
would be to take oneself to the Shrine of Saint Mary MacKillop in St Stephen’s 
Chapel. Mary prayed and worshipped here and it is now a sacred place that 
provides solace and nurture for thousands of people each year.  Inside the 
chapel is a very different and enticing statue of Mary, sculptured by John Elliott, 
etched out of the stump of a huge camphor laurel tree. If one sits long enough 
with this image of Mary, it can speak so clearly and take one into the very 
essence of this woman of God.  
The heart of what Mary and her Sisters were on about when they came to 
Queensland is expressed in the Sisters’ Constitution: ‘by making education of 
poor children the Sisters’ prime task.’ (Constitution of the Sisters of Saint Joseph 1.).  
This motivation takes us to the outward focus of Mary being Patron.  The 
Archdiocese provides an opportunity for everyone to give expression to Mary’s 
spirit by supporting the MacKillop Catholic School Access Fund (MacKillop 
Fund).  This fund provides access to Catholic education for students from 
families experiencing significant financial hardship. Beyond providing for the 
individual child, it also provides school communities the opportunity to contribute 
by providing the uniforms, shoes, text books, tuition fees, etc.  
No doubt Mary is happy to be Patron of the Archdiocese of Brisbane when she 
can see clearly, that in this day and age, people are faithful to Jesus’ invitation 
‘that all may have life and have it to the full.” (Jn 10:10).  
Annette Arnold rsj 

This week we continue the Catechetical Mass to explain the various parts of the Mass. 

At certain times we will pause in the flow of the Mass to explain an action or rite.   

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjNzq6Mls_iAhWDF3IKHS0eDJ8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fya-webdesign.com%2Fexplore%2Flogo-instagram-facebook-twitter-png%2F&psig=AOvVaw1oa1rfef-YXzuymsNQioZ5&ust=155971519689


One would think that 
fierce and unswerving 
loyalty to God would 
earn "blessings" from 
the Holy One. Who 
could have been a 
more loyal servant of 
God than Elijah? 
Previous to today’s 
selection, in 1 Kings, 
Elijah defied king 
Ahab’s infidelities to 
God and so gained 
the wrath of Jezebel, 

the powerful queen. She was from Sidon, a pagan who brought 
her pagan gods and rituals with her when she married Ahab. 
Jezebel wanted to replace worship to the God of Israel with her 
own religion’s worship to Baal. But Elijah, faithful prophet of God, 
would not allow the people to turn away. Though he was the only 
surviving prophet of the Lord, he entered into a fiery contest with 
450 prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18) and after he won, had the 
pagan prophets killed. Jezebel was enraged and Elijah had to flee 
for his life. We find him today worn out and discouraged, "a day’s 
journey into the desert." He was faithful to God, yet we find him 
praying for death.   
When things are going right for us, our life running smoothly – 
good health, comfortable job, picture-perfect family – we say God 
has blessed us. This view of blessing places God on the side of 
the successful. Are our successes and "blessings" really from 
God, or are they the result of our own hard work, luck or being 
born into a certain family in a prosperous country? What about 
those who are more than "a day’s journey into the desert"? What 
about those in poor health, without a job, and a less-than so 
called ideal family? Are they not "blessed" by God? How do we 
know where God’s favour really lies? In our present South East 
Qld lockdown some may even talk about God not being with us. In 
the depths of despair, Elijah collapses under a broom tree and 
prays for death. From all external appearances, and judging from 
our usual way of measuring God’s blessings, Elijah looks very 
unblessed – despite his doing exactly what he was told to do by 
God. But we are reminded that God is on his side after all, for the 
angelic visitor comes to bring him food and drink.   
What a reassuring reading this is for those trying to do the right 
things in life – fulfil marriage commitments, live lives of integrity in 
the work place, raise good kids and care for aging parents. 
Though we want to do what we are doing, we often don’t find it 
very easy at all. Why isn’t God blessing us, we might ask; why is it 
all so hard if we are doing our best for God? In addition to all our 
usual obligations, we are also asked to look beyond our 
immediate surroundings and daily lives to the needs of a large 
world, a very suffering world. We are asked to attend to the 
world’s poor, to assist those seeking justice, to bring peace where 
there is civil strife, etc. Ronald Rolheiser (cf below) sums up these 
justice requirements when he says:   

“The quality of our faith depends upon the character of justice 
in the land and the character of justice is to be measured by 
how we treat the three groups - widows, orphans and 
foreigners (those with the least status in society). Thus, for the 
Jewish prophets, our standing with God depends on where we 
stand with the poor, and no private faith and piety, be they 
ever so pure and sincere, can soften that edict." (page 175)   

In addition, we are becoming more and more aware that even our 
physical earth has rights and needs that have to be respected by 
us all. Looking over all that is expected of us we can say, "That’s 
a lot!" All in all, we believers have a big job, if we are going to be 
faithful to our God. We are easily tempted with Elijah to profound 
discouragement, especially when things are not going well. We 
need a nourishment we cannot provide for ourselves if we are 
ever to continue the journey to "the mountain of God, Horeb," 
where we will finally meet our God.   
What looked like defeat and the absence of God, is shown not to 
be the case in this story. In defeat, God is very close to Elijah. So 
too for us; God will nourish us for the moments when we have met 
our limits and even experienced failure, but still have to continue 

being faithful to God’s ways and our call as responsive believers.   
The people arguing with Jesus in today’s Gospel are missing the 
point; they are failing to see what God is offering them in Jesus. 
The motif of the Exodus has been the backdrop to Chapter 6 – the 
deliverance from slavery, the feeding in the desert, the covenant 
at Sinai (Horeb) and the gift of the Promise Land. Just prior to 
today’s passage, Jesus has reminded his audience that God fed 
them bread in the desert, but that now, in Jesus, God is giving 
them food that, unlike the desert bread, will last forever. In today’s 
passage, Jesus identifies himself as the bread from heaven that 
will give eternal life. This is the central theme of all of John’s 
Gospel – those who believe in Jesus will have eternal life. Jesus 
names the bread they must eat; it is his own flesh. These words 
will cause great consternation among his listeners and even result 
in the loss of some of his disciples.  
Jesus is offering himself as nourishment for those who want to 
follow God’s path. Like Elijah, we weary from our responsibilities 
and the thought of how much more we have to do and how much 
we still need to travel to the divine at Horeb. But God is offering 
another, longer-lasting bread in the desert, "I am the bread of 
life...this is the bread that comes down from heaven...." We may 
not have the so-called "signs of God’s blessings," reassurances in 
tangible form that we are doing God’s will and that God is with us. 
We may be struggling in our faith journey, but Jesus is asking us 
to trust in him. His powerful acts, like the feeding of the vast crowd 
earlier in chapter 6, are encouragements to trust him. Jesus’ 
interrogators can’t; they simply do not believe that he has, as he 
says, come down from heaven and that he brings God’s wisdom 
to them. Those who accept Jesus, the wisdom of God, will know 
life eternal, life at its deepest levels. We will not be distracted by 
the fluff and transitory of daily attractions, but will be able to 
discern in our lives what is truly nourishing and lasting. In Jesus, 
we are "taught by God", we have in him, a reliable word from God 
that, when accepted, can show us the way to eternal life.   
The final verse places more emphasis on the sacramental way in 
which we take Jesus into our lives – through the Eucharist. We 
eat this bread in faith, as a real way of being united with Christ to 
receive life. We who have come some distance on our journey, 
who still have far to go, are like Elijah pausing beneath the broom 
tree. We may not be as profoundly discouraged as he, but 
nevertheless, we are in need of a lasting food to help us finish our 
journey. Can what looks like mere bread really bring God to us? 
Could a human being really be the fullest Word from God? Could 
partaking in the bread on our altar really bring us life eternal, 
when every other "reality" we experience is transitory and 
temporal? When all else has failed can this meal truly bring the 
unfading life of God to us? We believers say "yes" – God is our 
nourishment in the desert. We who have tried other forms of 
nourishment have found ourselves exhausted, our strength and 
determination diminished. Like Elijah, we receive bread, but unlike 
the temporary bread he and the Israelites ate in the desert, the 
bread we receive today will not run out and will continue to feed 
us, sustaining us till the end for our encounter with God at Horeb. 
 

Art work: “Elijah under the broom tree” by Revd Ally Barrett  
https://reverendally.org/art/ 
“Jesus Living bread” by Stushie Art 

https://reverendally.org/art/


DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the 
recently deceased and for friends and 
relatives whose anniversaries occur at this 

time:  Sr Elizabeth Prendergast, Carrie 
McLaughlin. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent 
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & 
Emile Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Peter 
Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, 
Fred Grioli,  Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean 
Hokin, Anne Lord, Denis McEnery, 
Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, 
Josie Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael 
Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Elmer 
Pesebre, Les Pierce, Phyllis Pola, Peter 
Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, 
Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah 
Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in need 
of God’s healing Spirit.  

An Invitation from the Office of Evangelisation Brisbane  
Pope Francis has stated “Inclusion should be the first ‘rock’ on which to build our house” (Fratelli 
Tutti). 
How is your parish seeking to engage and provide outreach to those most in need? Could your 
parish provide a more inclusive home to those people and families on the margins in your 
community? 
Does your parish have any ministries focussed on Justice and Peace, Reconciliation with First 
Nations Peoples, Laudato Si’ (Care for our Common Home), Multicultural Pastoral Care, or 
Ecumenism and Inter-Faith Relations? 

If so, the Evangelisation Brisbane’s Inclusion Team are here to support you and your parish and 
we’d love to make contact! 
You can make this happen by inviting those interested in creating a more inclusive parish 
community to subscribe to the Inclusion Newsletter mailing list that includes the following areas: 

•  Justice and Peace 
•  Laudato Si’ (Care for our Common Home) 
•  Refugee Advocacy 
•  Reconciliation Action Plan 
•  Multicultural Pastoral Care 
•  Ecumenism 
•  Inter-Faith Relations 

Contact: inclusion@bne.catholic.net.au to be included in future communication.  

 The WORLD COMMUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP meets at Infant 
Saviour, 10am each Monday.  New members welcome.  Paul - 0499 487270. 

 
 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary, 

Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be specifically dedicated to a Children’s 
Mass and Liturgy. The Readings and Homily will be for the children.  

 
 PRAYER GROUP - Each Friday, 1 - 2.30pm, Infant Saviour meeting room.   

New parishioners welcome.  Please phone Doreen on 0409 057346 for more 
information. 

 
 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who 

contribute to the Parish Planned Giving.   
  Details for electronic banking are as follows:     

  BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.   

  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

MARYMOUNT COLLEGE MASTER PLAN WORKS 
As you may know our Parish College - Marymount College – is 
undertaking a reconstruction of some buildings and expansion 
works.  The old Year 12 building and tennis courts have been 
demolished and the works going ahead at present are:  
* Three-story classroom building with: two junior kitchens and a 
senior hospitality kitchen and dining room on the ground floor; 
seven classrooms and a staffroom on level 1; seven classrooms, 
storage and Middle Leaders Offices on level 2  
* Two X two basketball/netball courts  
* Three shade and locker shelters  
The expected completion date is 4 February 2022. 

Prayer for Health Care Workers  
 

Loving God,  

we pray in gratitude  

for all Health Care Workers  

and for their families and friends.  

We give thanks for their service  

and we pray for their safety.  

We ask your blessing 

on each of them.  

Amen  



Music for this Sunday  

Thanksgiving:    Daughter Of Australia 
 
Daughter of Australia, saint for ev’ry land, 
Mary, we are list’ning, keen to understand 
how God works among us now as in the past. 
Speak with us and teach us wisdom that will last. 
 
Mary, what did you see?  I saw human need: 
in the far-flung places God called me to lead 
children to the Father, lost ones to the Son, 
driven by the spirit till the work was done. 
 
Mary, what did you do?  I began to teach 
with my chosen Sisters, far as we could reach, 
all across Australia and beyond the sea, 
travelling as pilgrims, always trustingly. 
 
Mary, what was your faith?  My trust was in God 
who was always faithful as new paths we trod. 
In the Cross of Jesus I found love’s own light, 
casting out all darkness, giving me new sight. 
 
Mary, what was your joy?  I saw God’s will done, 
watching with Saint Joseph over God’s own Son, 
from whose heart once wounded flow the living streams, 
watering the dry land with love that redeems. 
 
Daughter of Australia, saint for ev’ry land, 
Mary, we have listened and we understand 
how God works among us now as in the past. 
Thanks to you for teaching wisdom that will last.  
© 2013, Archdiocese of Brisbane - Words:  Archbishop Coleridge 
 
Recessional:    Hearts On Fire  
With our hearts on fire with the love of Jesus. 
Hearts on fire, let's spread the Word. 
Hearts on fire, feel the spirit blazing. 
Hearts on fire, called to live the Good News in this land. 
Setting hearts on fire, with our hearts on fire,  
setting hearts on fire. 
 
We long to live in freedom, we yearn for unity. 
We dream of justice, joy and peace.   
Spirit fill us with your power.  Jesus help us live your call.   
O creator give us wisdom,  
so we will be Good news for all.  
We are the voice of Jesus, we are his heart and hands. 
We are his body in our land.   
Stand up!  Live the story, to all the world proclaim. 
Go out!  to all creation, lighting the fire,  
fanning the flames.         © 1999, Michael Mangan, Litmus Productions 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gathering:    From Penola's Plains 
 
Loving God, we give you thanks this day 
as gladly we rejoice, 
that a woman's life should so proclaim 
a love that heard your voice. 
Now inspired by her example, 
may we strive to seek your face, 
so that in our rugged homeland 
the poor will find a place. 
Here with Mary of the Cross we pray  
your truth may guide our way, 
that our open hearts may hear your call 
to follow you each day. 
 
Let our praise now fill this joyful space 
as loudly we proclaim 
that in Mary's life we see the faith  
that glorifies your name. 
For her heart knew your compassion  
at the plight of children poor. 
So she mustered all her courage  
and saw her future call. 
Trusting firm in you she ventured forth,  
her eyes upon your cross. 
From Penola's plains to all the world,  
her arms reached out in love. 
 
Holy Spirit gift of love divine, 
with you we dare to dream. 
May your wisdom come to lead us on  
where justice reigns supreme. 
Now may Mary's love inspire us,  
and the cross still lead us on. 
Give us hearts that never waver 'til victory is won. 
Let our lives show forth your tender love,  
compassion warm and bold. 
Help us bring Good News to all the world,  
your Spirit love unfold.  
© 2009, Michael Herry 
 
Psalm Response:  
 
For you my soul is thirsting, 
thirsting for you, O God my God. 
 
Communion:    Bread Of Life 
 
Bread of life, hope of the world, 
Jesus Christ, our brother: 
feed us now, give us life, lead us to one another. 
 
The bread we break and share 
was scattered once as grain: 
just as now it is gathered, make your people one.  
We eat this living bread, we drink this saving cup; 
sign of hope in our broken world,  
source of lasting love.  
Hold us in unity, in love for all to see; 
that the world may believe in you,  

God of all who live. 


