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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Mother's Day 

9 May, 2021  
Year B:  Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48;  1 Jn 4:7-10;  Jn 15:9-17 

next week's Readings:  Acts 1:1-11;  Eph 4:1-13;  Mk 16:15-20 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 8 May 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 9 May 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 10 May 
St Damian of Molokai 

9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 11 May 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Wednesday 12 May 
St Nereus 

5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 13 May 
Our Lady of Fatima 

5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 14 May 
St Matthias 

10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 15 May 
St Isidor 

8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm  Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 16 May 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  (live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

 
The Acts of the Apostles is a narrative that is more about 
the "Acts" of the Holy Spirit; with the apostles and first 
Christians playing a collaborative (though not always!) role. 
The Holy Spirit is God’s active presence among us and a 
reminder to the infant church that, as Jesus has promised 
before he departed, they would be "clothed with power from 
on high" (Lk 24: 49).   
Jesus’ promise wasn’t just a pat on the back, or something 
encouraging to say to comfort his disciples as he was 
departing. Nor were his parting words telling them to do 
what he taught and showed them – as best they could. 
Rather, he promised to send them power, the Spirit. The 
Spirit that did come upon the assembled community (Acts 
2: 1ff.) was "fire" and like "a strong driving wind." They 
would need that divine energy, as we do, to fulfil Jesus’ plan 
to have the Reign of God announced to all peoples. The 
Spirit’s driving force urged the church out into the world to 
speak and act in Jesus’ name.   

In today’s first reading we hear about one of the places the Spirit drove Peter and how 
he recognized God’s presence among the Gentiles. Cornelius was a centurion in 
Caesarea. He and his "whole household" are described as "God fearers," people who 
accepted Jewish monotheism and ethics and may even have attended the synagogue. 
Still, Cornelius was a Gentile and so not someone Peter and the others in the community 
would have thought to be included in God’s plan of salvation. Remember, even after 
Jesus’ departure, his followers were still a group within the larger Jewish community.  
But prior to today’s passage we learn of Cornelius vision in which he was instructed to 
send for Peter (10: 1-8). Peter also had a vision (10:9ff.) and so when two messengers 
come to Peter to invite him to Cornelius’ house, he responded. How could Peter deny the 
obvious? Two visions, one to Cornelius and the other to Peter, affirmed God’s plan: the 
Gentiles were to be included into the community of Jesus’ followers. As proof, when 
Peter arrives at Cornelius’ house, he meets the devout man and his household and 
another Pentecost happens – the Holy Spirit descends on those "who were listening to 
the Word."   
Let me see if I’ve got this right. The Holy Spirit comes upon listeners to the Word of God. 
Now the Spirit is by no means limited by structures and ritual. Remember Luke’s 
description of the Spirit at Pentecost, as "noise like a strong driving wind," and then as 
tongues "as of fire" (2:1-3). The Spirit is not boxed in, but is as free, pervasive and 
penetrating as wind and fire.   
Still, today’s Acts reading calls our attention to this moment in our liturgical celebration, 
the Liturgy of the Word. It reminds us that when the Word of God is proclaimed in the 
assembly, the Spirit moves among and within us – like fire and a "strong driving wind" – 
to breathe new life and determination into our faith so we, like the first Christians, can 
leave our gathering to live and proclaim Jesus Christ in the world. God has a big plan for 
our world and we are to be God’s collaborators in that plan.   
So, let’s receive the Word of God and its accompanying Spirit with open minds and 
hearts. If the Spirit could open Peter and the early church’s world to receive the Gentiles 
into communion with them, who knows what new thing the Spirit might do in our 
sometimes boxed-in world and church!  
The morning newspaper today reports the latest number of deaths and hospitalizations 
due to the pandemic. As I write this there is fear of a new spike in cases. It is serious and 
many nations are making efforts to protect their populations. Because of this pandemic 
untold millions throughout the world have suffered especially in India and brazil– so does 
God’s reputation. As with other large events in nature, earthquakes, tsunamis, droughts, 
etc., people tend to call them "Acts of God." God is blamed for a lot of the bad things that 
happen in the world.  
As a believer I do know a powerful "Act of God" – God has entered our world, joined us 
on our human journey, not avoided our pain and death, rose and 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 
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given us a new life. The Gospel names another powerful act of God: "No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends." Which is what Jesus did for us. Now that act of love is what I would call an "Act of God!"   
We don’t come to pray to please God; earn God’s love and good will; wear God down so as to earn a favour from God. Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection is a clarion message to us, one we are eager to hear again today – God already loves us. We didn’t love God first and then God 
returned the favour and now loves us because we deserve that love. Rather, God loved us first. If we have any doubts, look at  Jesus. The 
real issue is: since God already loves us and has given such powerful evidence of that love, what should we do to show we heard the 
message; to show that our lives are transformed by that free gift of love? We see obvious signs in a person when they are in love; they 
radiate the love by being more cheerful, spontaneous, patient, kind, etc. These virtues seem to flow out of them with little effort, as second 
nature. What virtues will flow out of us because God loves us?  
Today when we ask, "Jesus, what can I do to show your love for me?" He answers, "Keep my commandments." Our mind tends to run to the 
Ten Commandments as we ask ourselves if we have broken any of them. Have I done anything wrong? But we had the Ten 
Commandments without Jesus. He isn’t talking about violating the Commandments, about not doing something negative. Instead, he is 
telling us to do something positive: "Love one another." That’s one commandment with many faces; many opportunities to put into practice 
what we have experienced from God in Jesus, unconditional love.    
If there is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for a friend, then I can respond to Jesus’ command by asking myself; what part of my 
life must I "lay down," let die, for the sake of another? My prejudice, unwillingness to help, angry feelings, envy of what others have, the list 
of wrongs I keep against a person, my material goods, etc? Jesus doesn’t enumerate a list of commandments we can check off one by one 
and then say, "There, I have done that."   
Instead, he names a broader commandment: "Love one another as I have loved you." Can we ever say we have lived up to that command? 
Can we check off items and say, "Well, I’ve accomplished that!" No, because love asks a lot of us. When can a husband or wife say, "There, 
I have loved you, there is nothing more I can give or do for you"? Love is a fire that consumes us, leaves us looking for ways to love and no 
one can spell out rules and regulations for us. That’s what we need the Holy Spirit for, to enable us to experience God’s love and then find 
ways we can best express it to others.   
Jesus doesn’t want to exhaust us or make us live like grovelling slaves trying to get everything right, fearing punishment if we fail. He calls us 
"friends." Friendship for him isn’t sentimental or sloppy. Some friendships can close us up, make us negative, feed our neurotic behaviour. 
Jesus’ friendship is one of mutual love and 
respect. Friends help expand our world, 
expose us to new and creative possibilities 
and sustain us when we are in need. Good 
friends keep us normal; pull us out of 
ourselves when we are closed off; lift us out 
of depression; are our sounding boards when 
we need to speak about something and 
friends open new worlds to us.   
We are friends of Christ already. He has 
accomplished that for us – "I call you friends." 
With the help of his Spirit, we can act that 
way and each day resemble him more and 
more. Or, as he describes for us today, as his 
friends, we will "bear fruit that will remain." At 
this Eucharist we invite Jesus to show us how 
we can live and reflect our friendship with 
him. We ask him to show us what must die 
and what we must lay down so that our lives 
will blossom with new fruits that reveal his 
presence in our lives.   
In other word we pray, "Jesus, teach us to 
love one another and help us live that love so people will know that we are your friends."  
Artwork:  

The Neocatechumenal Way:  BURLEIGH PARISH MISSION 
 
“An itinerary of Catholic formation valid for our society and our times.” – St. John Paul II  
 
In the early 60s, Francisco Argüello (Kiko), a Spanish painter underwent a deep existential crisis, realising that 
his life had no meaning. Eventually, he found his answer in the suffering of the innocent, which is the mystery of 
Christ Crucified. This experience led him to abandon everything and, following in the footsteps of Charles de 
Foucauld, he went to live among the poorest of the poor in the Palomeras Altas shanty town.  
There the Holy Spirit inspired him to “make Christian communities like the Holy Family of Nazareth, who live in 
humility, simplicity and praise where the other is Christ.”  
Kiko met Carmen Hernandez in Palomeras, and it was there the first communities were born, founded on the 
tripod of the Word of God, the Liturgy and Community. Carmen, who studied Theology, had direct contact with 
the renewal of the Church brought about by the Second Vatican Council. John Paul II recognised these 
communities as a ‘fruit of the Council’.    
The Neocatechumenal Way extended gradually in other archdioceses of Spain, and of Italy and eventually the 
whole world.   
The Way – whose itinerary is lived in the parishes, in small communities – gradually leads the faithful to rediscover the richness of their 
baptism. The Catechism of the Catholic Church clearly tells us that baptised infants must be given a post-baptismal catechumenate in order 
to bring the grace of the sacrament to fruition in the life of the person” (article 1231).   
We invite you to hear our experience of this charism of the Catholic Church which has been enriching the lives of many for the last 50 years 
and was described by St John Paul II as ‘an itinerary of Catholic formation valid for our society and our times’. May the Virgin Mary who 
inspired this Way intercede for us, that humility, simplicity and praise may appear among us. Let us all pray that this gift to the parish may 
bear fruit, fruit that will last!  
The catechesis will start at the parish on the 24th of May in the church hall. They will consist of a series of talks that wi ll be held on Mondays 

and Thursdays from 7 to 8pm.  We hope to see you there to listen to the announcement of the Love of God. 



SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent 
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & 
Emile Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Peter 
Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, 
Fred Grioli,  Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean 
Hokin, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Pat 
Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Elmer Pesebre, Les Pierce, Phyllis 
Pola, William Sheehan, Peter Smith, 
Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Warren 
Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the 
sick of our Parish and all in need of God’s 
healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Maria Cohilj, 
Gaspar Cohilj, Janine Kilfoy, John Kilfoy, 
Una Kilfoy, Dorothy Mary Fox, Gerard 
Anderson, Stewart & Giacomini family. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

Family Groups 
 
Goannas   Sunday 30 May  - 12 noon,  
Club Burleigh, 1640 Gold Coast Highway. 
Phone Margaret - 5534 2654 by 28 May. 

Timor Leste Floods Update  
Many thanks to all our generous donors – you have enabled 
support to be sent quickly to several locations where Sisters 
are helping many needy families while cleaning up their 
houses and facilities. Twelve facilities run by different groups 
of Religious Sisters need help immediately, together with the 
home of the Caritas Director for Timor Leste.  Transfers will be 
made as funds are received.  You can use and share the - Go 
Fund Me Link https://gofund.me/d8a2e661, or just place a donation in a plain envelope on 
the plate marked Timor Floods and your Name, or use the Parish Account BSB 064 786, A/c 
100010144 – with Reference: Timor Floods -Surname. Donations accepted only until the 
end of May.  Sue & Bren 0407533048  

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
National Count of Mass Attendance 

 
      Every year the 
Australian Bishops 
Conference has 
requested a national 
Mass count.  Each 
Mass during the first 

four Sundays of May a representative will be 
counting numbers.  On the 4th Sunday we will have 
a 2 - 3 minute age group count where people will 
be asked to stand in age brackets when called 
(this standing count will only occur for age 
identification). Thank you for your co-operation in 
this vital analysis that enables Dioceses to seek 
data for future planning.  

 SAFEGUARDING  2020 passed with the Pandemic and reduced participation in 

services and activity – so for many of us the time has come to renew National Police 
Checks and Blue Cards – if needed.  There were also some changes made to the ‘Parish 
Volunteer Requirements’ Matrix – and the Matrix with the new requirements has been 
distributed to all Churches.  The key change is that Readers and Communion Ministers at 
Mass are no longer required to hold Blue Cards or undergo Police Checks - if these are 
the only Ministry they undertake. Blue card applications and police checks must be done 
on line. To see how changes affect you visit www.qld.gov.au/bluecard  If you need help 
please call Bren Milsom 0407533048.  

 

 MORNING TEA following 10am Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy Church will 

resume this Sunday.  (COVID safe norms apply).  All welcome. 
 

 MUSIC MINISTRY MEETING - Wednesday 12 May, 10am, Parish Office. All welcome. 
 

 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary, 

Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters.   
 

 PARISH YOUTH MASS - 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, 5.30pm, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy.  Any young people who wish to be involved see the Mass Co-ordinator. 
 

 PRAYER GROUP - Each Friday, 1 - 2.30pm, Infant Saviour meeting room.  New 

parishioners welcome.  Please phone Doreen 0409 057346 for more information. 
 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who contribute to 

the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as follows:   

BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

FLORES DE MAYO  
Every year our Parish 
celebrates this Filipino 
festival of flowers for 
Mary in May. This 

festival is marked with the Santacruzan 
Procession, Rosary, and Mass.  
Please join us 29 May in Mary Mother of 
Mercy Church - 10am Procession and 
Rosary followed by Mass and Community 
Lunch (Covid Norms).  
NB – 8am Mass that Saturday at Infant 
Saviour is transferred to Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Church.  

Our Parish blesses and gives thanks for all mothers, mothers to be, mothers 
who have passed, mother figures, and those who have lost loved ones.  
Be Blest.   Padre 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India has nominated this Friday, May 7, as a day of prayer for the sick and suffering. We join in prayer 
with the Catholic people of India, PNG, Timor, Indonesia and Brazil.  If you would like to donate through Caritas please see below.   
CARITAS APPEAL 
Caritas Australia, in partnership with Caritas India, is providing support to vulnerable communities as the nation is devastated by massive 
increases in COVID-19 infection rates. The communities which Caritas works with are among the most vulnerable to COVID-19, with poor 
access to clean water and Personal Protective Equipment. We are accepting donations through our Asia Emergency Appeal which can be 
found here: https://caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/asia-emergency-appeal/. Please consider giving generously towards this as we 
support these vulnerable communities now, and assist them as they start to rebuild their lives in the future. 

Our Parish is now using the new free Qld Check-in 
App.  Please join us by downloading the Check-In 
Qld App and filling in your details.  Scan our 
Check in Qld QR code and tap "check In now" 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/gU7JC2xMAOIpjLWDIn10f2?domain=gofund.me
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/zjW_C4QOD4hBoZEwfBdGiC?domain=qld.gov.au
https://caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/asia-emergency-appeal/


Music for this Sunday  

Thanksgiving:     
 
I'll Be Always Loving You 
 
I am here with you by your side, 
sheltering your heart from the night. 
Wherever you go, whatever you do, 
I'll be always loving you. 
 
Let me love the world through your heart. 
Let me heal your wounds with my touch. 
Wherever you go, whatever you do, 
I'll be always loving you. 
 
Bridge:  I will be your God, your comforter, 
     I will hold you close in my heart. 
 
Let me see the world through your eyes. 
Let forgiveness shine through your smile. 
wherever you go, whatever you do, 
I'll be always loving you. 
 
© 1987, Trisha Watts, Willow Connection 
 
Recessional:  City Of God 
 
Awake from your slumber.  
Arise from your sleep. 
A new day is dawning for all those who weep. 
The people in darkness have seen a great light. 
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night. 
 
  Let us build the city of God. 
  May our tears be turned into dancing. 
  For the Lord, our light and our love, 
  has turned the night into day. 
 
We are sons of the morning;   
we are daughters of day. 
The one who has loved us  
has brightened our way. 
The Lord of all kindness has called us to be 
a light for his people to set their hearts free. 
 
© 1981, Daniel L Schutte, New Dawn Music 

Gathering:    Christ, Be Our Light 
 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 
 
  Christ, be our light.  Shine in our hearts.   
  Shine through the darkness. 
  Christ, be our light.   
  Shine in your church gathered today. 
 
Longing for shelter, people are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone. 
 
© 1993, Bernadette Farrell, OCP Publications 

 
Psalm Response:    
 
The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 
 
Communion:    Take And Eat 
 
  Take and eat, take and eat: 
  this is my body given up for you. 
  Take and drink;  take and drink: 
  this is my blood given up for you. 
 
I am the Word that spoke and light was made; 
I am the seed that died to be reborn; 
I am the bread that comes from heav'n above; 
I am the vine that fills your cup with joy. 
 
I am the way that leads the exile home; 
I am the truth that sets the captive free; 
I am the life that raises up the dead; 
I am your peace, true peace my gift to you. 
 
© 1989, James Quinn, Michael Joncas, GIA Publications 

For the Kids ...  


