
Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 

Monday, 24 December 
9.00am  Second Rite of Reconciliation  - Miami 
Monday, 24 December 
The Nativity of the Lord 
5.00pm  Mass  - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass  - Mudgeeraba 
6.00pm  Mass  - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass  - Burleigh Waters 
Midnight Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
Midnight Mass  - Burleigh Waters 
 
Tuesday, 25 December 
The Nativity of the Lord 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
7.00am  Mass  - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass  - Miami 
8.30am  Mass  - Mudgeeraba 
10.00am Mass  - Burleigh Waters 
 
Wednesday, 26 December 
St Stephen 
7.00am  Mass  - Miami 
 
Thursday, 27 December 
St John 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
 
Friday,  28 December 
The Holy Innocents 
10.00am Mass  - Burleigh Waters 
       
Saturday, 29 December 
8.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
4.30pm  Sacrament of Penance - Miami 
5.30pm  Sacrament of Penance - Palm Beach 
5.45pm  Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Heads 
 
Saturday, 29 December 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sat 5.00pm  Mass  - Miami 
Sat 6.00pm  Mass  - Palm Beach 
sat 6.15pm  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
 
SUNDAY, 30 December 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
7.00am  Mass   - Burleigh Heads 
7.00am  Mass   - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass   - Miami 
8.30am  Mass   - Mudgeeraba 
10.00am Mass   -  Burleigh Waters 
5.00pm  Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass   - Burleigh Waters 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 

Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest 

Fr Ladu Yanga - Parochial Vicar 

Fr Saji George, CMI - Parochial Vicar  
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Mr Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
23 December, 2018 

 
Year C:  Micah 5:1-4;  Heb 10:5-10;  Lk 1:39-44 

 
next week's Readings:  1 Sam 1:20-22,24-28;  1 Jn 3:1-2,21-24;  Lk 2:41-52 

BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH 
 

 BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH, 3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters 
 

 BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads 

 PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY CHURCH - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach 

 MIAMI - CALVARY CHURCH - Redondo Av, Miami 

 MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba 

 SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

continued next page ... 

This year the hymn Silent Night turns 200 years old.  First sung in 1818 in a 
little German town it has become the third best selling song of the ages.  One 
person’s influence in a small town can make a difference. St Luke starts his 
gospel in another small town just outside Jerusalem  with the story of the 
aged couple, Zechariah, a priest, and Elizabeth, whom we are told was 
"sterile." 
 
Elizabeth's story in the beginning of Luke has been overlooked, probably 
because of the dramatic silencing of Zechariah and the role John the Baptist 
plays as Jesus' precursor.  At least we are told Elizabeth's name;  many 
women in the bible are not even named. They are called mother, daughter, 
wife or woman, that is, they are identified in relation to a male 
character.   (For example, we never learn the name of Peter's mother-in-law, 
though she was cured by Jesus. She is just called Peter’s mother-in-law.)  A 
biblical person's name tells something about her or him.  Elizabeth's name 
means, "my God is the one by whom I swear," or, it could mean, "God is my 
fullness."  Now wouldn't that make a good prayer from now till 
Christmas?  Use the name of Elizabeth to express our prayerful hope that we 
be faithful to God alone; or that we experience God’s fullness at Christmas. 
 
There is biblical background that relates to women who can’t have 
children.  (At that time, it never would occur to them that the reason a couple 
was childless might be due to the man's infertility.) Bearing children was seen 
as women's main function, children were most prized as a blessing from God. 
Not having a child affected the status and security of a woman; blame 
and disdain were placed on her. Not being able to have children was 
sometimes even seen as a punishment on the woman for some sin 
committed.  But Luke has already described both Elizabeth and Zechariah as 
just, or righteous (1:6). This is remarkable since the bible rarely uses the 
adjective "righteous," or "just," to describe a woman. Nevertheless, though 

SECOND RITE OF RECONCILIATION 

Monday 24 December - 9am, Miami 



she had done nothing wrong before God, when she realized 
that she was pregnant Elizabeth thanked God for removing 
"my reproach among men" (1:25). 
 
The visitation scene in today's gospel is a very unique story. 
Remember that Elizabeth's husband has been struck mute 
for doubting the angel's message about Elizabeth's 
pregnancy.  She, unlike her husband, is quick to recognize 
God's gracious action on her behalf and goes into 
seclusion  (1:24). Luke portrays Elizabeth as more 
responsive to God's unexpected intercession. She senses 
that God's intention is that a person should not have to carry 
the burden she has had to bear. She does not blame God for 
the humiliation she has had; indeed she sees God as one 
who delivers people from all oppression. The God Elizabeth 
and Mary praise is the God who delights in liberating 
oppressed people. This is the God who brought the Israelites 
out of slavery from Egypt and again from Babylon. 
 
Mary proclaims this liberating God in her Magnificat (1:46-
55), but this powerful and prophetic statement by Mary does 
not appear on any Sunday in the year, and only once during 
the weekday liturgies -- December 22nd.  (One of the 
criticisms of the lectionary is its lack of significant accounts 
from both the Old and New Testaments about women.) 
Elizabeth professes what God has done for her and from her 
seclusion, her quiet reflective place; she is prepared for Mary 
when she comes. Elizabeth has heard the Word, taken it 
within and nurtured it. 
 
Now we are ready for Mary's arrival. This is a unique 
narrative since the male voice, Zechariah, is silent, thus 
giving dramatic emphasis to the women’s conversation. 
Where does the Holy Spirit show up in Luke's Gospel and 
Acts? Well, in this story the Spirit comes to two women in a 
domestic setting.  In this seeming insignificant place the 
women proclaim what God is doing in the world; and their 
pregnancies give bodily witness to God's merciful acts. Here 
is something we men, especially celibate men, lack in 
experience. This is a moment in the gospel we need to see 
through the eyes of women, especially those who have 
borne children.   
 
Pregnant women say they find comfort in being with one 
another, sharing hopes and fears, gaining practical 
information about pregnancy and their changing 
bodies.  Both Elizabeth and Mary have much to share, both 
have experienced blessings -- both are surprised. Elizabeth 
expected to go to her grave without having children.  Mary is 
young, but her pregnancy will pose problems for her, Joseph 
and her family. Neither woman planned these events to 
happen in this way. Elizabeth proclaims  what is happening: 
the Spirit of God is present and acting on behalf of humanity. 
The Word of God is being "fulfilled."  Three times Elizabeth 
announces the good news; God is doing a "blessed" thing 
for Mary and also for all humanity. A time of fulfilment has 
begun. 
 
These two women show a great partnership in their 
faith.  They are not rivalling each other for the first position in 
any hierarchy of favourites, or blessed. Rather, Elizabeth 
here, and Mary immediately afterwards (1:46-55), both 

announce the good thing God has done in them. Their faith 
is what unites them in mutual encouragement and 
support.  In Luke's Gospel there are wonderful examples of 
collaboration among women: Galilean women are among 
those who assist in Jesus' mission (8:1-3); women are at the 
tomb to embalm his body (25: 56) and they announce the 
resurrection to the disciples (22:24). 
 
Since Elizabeth is an older woman, Then this Sunday we 
give thanks and acknowledge the older women in the 
congregation and the world. The elderly are often cast as 
frail, needy and with diminished mental acuity.  But Elizabeth 
is not like that; nor are the older women who form the 
backbone of most parishes. They serve in the sanctuary and 
work in parish offices; visit the sick and train the young. They 
pass on their wisdom to the next generation, as Elizabeth is 
doing in this story.  Older women care for children when 
parents are at work or absent; they listen with compassion to 
the stories of the needy, humiliated and wounded.  Women 
"of an age," like grandmothers, often are the ones who greet 
us with a smile and listen to our troubles. Their life 
experience gives them perspective.  Thanks to their humour 
they can teach us not to take everything so seriously -- and 
isn't that a gracious gift from God? 
 
The elderly can teach us not to be preoccupied with 
death;  they can relieve our anxieties.  Indeed, they present 
to the young and fearful, a prophetic disposition of joy that 
comes from trust in God. Elizabeth is joyful and energized 
and she greets Mary. I imagine her ebullience was uplifting 
for Mary, whose pregnancy would have been awkward for a 
young, single girl. Elizabeth enthusiastically names the work 
that God is doing. In her proclamation to Mary, Luke 
describes Elizabeth in terms reserved for the prophets, she 
is "filled with the Holy Spirit." Elizabeth announces joy, even 
in a situation that, at first, may seem frightening and 
confusing to Mary. In particular Elizabeth, in this story, 
reminds us of those of older women who mentor and support 
new mothers, including unwed young mothers; abused 
women and their children; alcohol and drug-addicted girls; 
the orphaned and runaway children. Older women also help 
young women find jobs, learn new skills in the home and 
office.  Like Elizabeth, older women, long practiced in their 
faith, help younger ones interpret God's Word and hear the 
Good News of salvation. 
 
This Christmas the priests would give joyful thanks for all 
those who minister in the parish and their tireless joy – 
especially the many women.  Those who wash and iron the 
altar linen, take up collections, extraordinary ministers, 
readers, those who visit the sick and elderly, those who help 
in the parish office, and clean and care for the churches. Our 
youth leader and supporters, those on committees, RCIA 
coordinators, St Vincent de Paul, Care and Concern, 
Children’s liturgy, Sacramental program leaders, sacristans, 
collection counters, newsletter deliverers, and the many 
many others. May this Christmas be a silent and holy night 
of joyful praise of our God in his incarnation.  
 
 Blessings Padre, Fr Ladu, Fr Saji, Fr John Maher,  
 Fr Stephen Gronnow, Fr Paul T, and our Parish Staff. 
 

Parish Christmas Party 
 

This Sunday (23 December) 7pm (after 5.30pm Mass) 
Mercy Community Centre, Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters 

Bring a plate to share 
Prize for best decorated hat 

All welcome 



SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Noreen Andersen, Patricia 
Ashton, Glenys Bailey, Leigh Boulcher, 
Jacob Burgstaller, Lily Burgstaller, James 
Burke, Diane Busutil, John Costigan, 
Michelle Cronin, Graham Dall, Fr Des 
Fitzgerald, Paul Gamin, Anne Gavaghan, 
Norma Greenland, Geromy Grima, Fred 
Grioli, John Hankin, Vera Havlik, Cheryl 
Hingerty, Jean Hokin, Patricia Holmes, 
Angelika Huber, Nona Hudson, Harry 
Hunter, Norman Ingle, Stuart Ingram, 
Annette Kassulke, Margaret Kennedy, 
Terry Maguire, Denis McEnery, Anne 
McInnes,  John Mooney, Stephen Murray, 
Mary O'Brien, Sr Annette O'Connor, Paul 
O'Connor, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, 
Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Mike Parker, 
Paula Pinch, Maureen Pocock, Phyllis 
Pola, Donna Redman, Peter Reid, William 
Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing Soriano, 
Isaac Stafrace, Andrew Supple, Carmel 
Taylor, Dean Taylor, Luke Thorpe, 
Lourdes Toledo, Nemcio Toledo, Nigel 
Tomlinson, Sarra Tyler, Marie Walker, 
Norma Ward, Sylvia Wesley, Dan Wilson, 
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of 
our Parish and all in need of God’s 
healing Spirit.  

 CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES CARDS 
are available at Churches this weekend.  
Please take a supply of cards and hand to 
family, friends and visitors ... and invite 
them to celebrate Christmas in our parish. 

 

 PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY 
LAND, 4 - 15 September, 2019 Cost of 

Bible Tour $6000 including airfare 
economy ($1,190 for single supp)  Please 
register your interest at the Parish Office.  
*Especially suitable for 75+ age group. 

 

 CHRISTMAS VIGIL - Children are 

invited to come in costume to create a live 
nativity scene (angels, shepherds) for the 
Christmas Vigil Mass at 5pm St Benedict's 
Church, Mudgeeraba and 6pm at Mary, 
Mother of Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters.  
Please arrive early for a quick practice. 

 

 PASTORAL CARE SKILLS COURSE 
- All parishioners providing pastoral care 
and visitation in aged care and nursing 
home facilities, and any interested person 
wanting to become skilled at the very 
special art of pastoral listening, are invited 
to join those training to become hospital 
pastoral carers in an uplifting, engaging, 
fun and spirit-filled 5 day pastoral care 
listening skills course. Surfers Paradise 
Parish Centre, 9am - 4pm, 21- 25 January.  
This course is being sponsored by 
Centacare Pastoral Ministries. Attendance 
is free but registration is essential.  Further 
details adminpasmin@bne.catholic.net.au  
Registrations close 14 January. 

 

 The CHRISTIAN MEDITATION weekly 

meeting at Infant Saviour church has 
concluded for the year.  The first meeting 
of 2019 will be at the home of Kay Harding 
on Thursday 7 February, before 
commencing again at Infant Saviour.  
Further details Paul Gilroy - 5593 3794. 

 PALMS AUSTRALIA - Make an 

Encounter in 2019 - a rich immersion to 
challenge perception, guided by Palms 
Mission volunteers with cultural experience 
of Timor Leste, Myanmar and Samoa.  
www.palms.org.au/encounters.   

 

 ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT is held on the fourth 

Sunday of each month from 4.30 - 5.30pm 
at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church, in the 
Blessed Sacrament chapel. 

 

 THE CATHOLIC LEADER - 'Lights of 

Christmas' attracting thousands to CBD ... 
Archdiocesan priest Fr William (Bill) 
McOwen died on 12 December, 
remembered by friends and family ... 
Aspleycare offers Christmas help to those 
in need despite federal funding cuts, 
thanks to sponsors and community 
support  ... More dementia support found 
across Brisbane at the memory Cafe ... 
Sister of Mercy Angela Mary Doyle sits 
down to talk with Donna Lynch about life, 
faith and the Mater. 

 

 IS YOUR VOCATION A GIFT YOU 
CAN GIVE?  Join Canali House in 2019.  

You've heard God calling, what next?  If 
you need some time to discern how to 
respond to God's call in your life, a year of 
spiritual direction and guidance through the 
discernment process could be just what 
you need.  For more information phone 
1300 133544.   

   facebook.com/vocationbrisbane 
 
 Are you planning a trip to Sydney in 

January?  Why not stay at Mary MacKillop 
Place, in the heart of North Sydney.  30 
minutes from the airport, close to ferries, 
trains, Sydney Harbour foreshore, Opera 
House and more.  Enquiries 02 89124800. 

 
DECEASED 

Masses have been requested for the 
recently deceased and for friends and 
relatives whose anniversaries occur 

about this time:    Hal Ward, Jack 

Murphy, Annie Dahler, Colin Dahler, 
Helen Cross,Charlie Gatt, Alfred Gatt, 
Clorene Lorraine Supple, Keith John 
Supple.   
 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funeral of  
Kevin Francis Coghill who has died in 
Christ.  Let us remember his family and 
friends in our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

Christmas Mass Times 

Monday 24 December Tuesday 25 December 

5pm Calvary Church, Miami 7am Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 

5pm St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba 7am Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 

6pm Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 8.30am Calvary Church, Miami 

6pm Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 8.30am St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba 

Midnight Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 9.30am Ozanam Villa, Burleigh Heads 

Midnight Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 10am Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 

   PLANNED GIVING LAST WEEK -    
 CODE:   = very good; 

       = good;   

       = hangin’ in there; 

       = help!   

Counting roster this week:  Mudgeeraba 

BAPTISMS 
We welcome to our faith community  
Amelia, Saskia and Zaidee who were 
baptised last week. 

Parish News and Happenings 

Psalm Responses for Weekday Masses this week: 
 
Wednesday:  Into your hands, O Lord, I entrust my spirit. 
           
Thursday:    Let the just rejoice in the Lord.  
Friday:      Our soul has escaped like a bird from the hunter's net.  
Saturday:    Let heaven and earth exult in joy! 

SUNDAY MASS - 4th Sunday of the month 

Bond University - 7pm - in the Student Lounge 

27 January 

24 February 

If you would like to contribute to the Parish for Christmas via Credit Card, please complete the following and place in the collection plate: 

                Exp ......../........ Amount ............... 

Name on card .....................................................................  signature ......................................................... 
Code __ __ __  



Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727411 
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Light of    na - tions    -        Al -le-lu - ia, 

Liturgical Music for Fourth Sunday of Advent 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 
Preparation of the Gifts: 
 
Lord, we come to your table. Lord, we hear your Word. 
Lord, you are our Bread of Life 
and we, the Body of Christ.  
© 1996, Michael Herry, fms 
 
Communion:   Soul Of My Saviour 
  
Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast; 
Body of Christ, be thou my saving guest; 
Blood of my Saviour, bathe me in thy tide, 
wash me with water flowing from thy side. 
 
Strength and protection may thy passion be; 
O blessed Jesus, hear and answer me: 
deep in thy wounds, Lord, hide and shelter me, 
so shall I never, never part from thee. 
 
Guard and defend me from the foe malign; 
in death’s dread moments make me only thine; 
call me and bid me come to thee on high 
where I may praise thee with thy saints for aye. 
 

Thanksgiving:   The Magnificat 
  
My soul proclaims the Lord, my God, 
my Spirit sings God’s praise. 
God looks on me, and lifts me up, 
and gladness fills my days. 
  
All nations now will share my joy, 
for gifts God has outpoured; 
the little ones God has made great; I magnify the Lord. 
  
God’s mercy is for evermore. God’s name I praise again. 
God’s strong right arm puts down the proud 
and raises lowly ones. 
  
God fills the hungry with good things, 
the rich are sent away. 
The promise made to Abraham is filled by God each day. 
  
Praise God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit:  Praise. 
May every tongue and nation raise 
an endless song of praise. 
 

CONCLUDING RITES   
 
Dismissal:    Joyful In Hope 
 
Joyful in hope, your people pray. 
Joyful in hope, we’re on our way. 
Though the road may not be clear, 
we believe, Lord, you are near, 
in the smile and open heart of a friend. 
 
Joyful in hope, your people pray. 
Joyful in hope, we’re on our way, 
there’s sunshine after rain; there’s laughter after pain; 
and I am with you always, so rise again. 
 
Mary, so open to the Lord, 
when you answered, “Yes”, our hope was restored. 
Though you couldn’t understand, 
in trust you took his hand. 
So, joyful in hope, we live again. 
 
© Michael Herry 

Light in dark - ness.           Ma-ra-na  - tha! 

Risen Saviour, Alleluia, Lord of glory.  Maranatha! 
You we long for, Alleluia, You we thirst for.  Maranatha! 
Here among us, Alleluia, Living in us.  Maranatha! 

INTRODUCTORY RITES:   
 
Gathering:    Open The Heavens 
 
  Open the heavens, Lord,  
  Come to your people, 
  Hide not your face, O God. 
  Open the heavens, Lord, 
  Come to your people, 
  open the heavens and come. 
 
Look on the sheep of your pasture, Lord. 
Water your vineyard again, 
scattered and broken, return to our aid, 
open the heavens and come.  (Refrain) 
 
Wake, a-wake, O Israel, see your light has come. 
Rise and clothe your self in strength,  
know your Lord is near.  
 
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, to-day. 
Listen to hear when he comes 
know that salvation will break like the dawn, 
open the heavens and come. (Refrain) 
 
[coda]  Open the heavens and come, 
     open the heavens and come.   
 
© 1986, Brian Boniwell 

 

Lighting of Advent Candle: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD:   
 
Psalm Response:       
 
 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation:      

 
 

 
 
 

  

  


