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PARISH WEEKLY DIARY 
 

Saturday 13th August – Sts Pontian & Hippolytus 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm Mass - Miami 
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 

Sunday  14th August – Ordinary Time 20 
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 

7.00am Mass - Palm Beach 

8.30am Mass - Miami  
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba 
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 
11.00am Mass (Portuguese) - Miami 
5.00pm Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 
 

Monday 15th August – Assumption of the BVM 
9.00am Mass -  Miami 
7.00pm Mass - Burleigh Heads 
** Holy Day of Obligation  
 

Tuesday 16th August – St Stephen of Hungry 
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 
 

Wednesday 17th August 
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 

Thursday 18th August 
5.15pm Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 

Friday  19th August – St John Eudes 
9.00am Adoration & Morning Prayer - Burleigh Waters 
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 
 

Saturday 20th August – St Bernard 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm Mass - Miami 
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 

Sunday  21st August – Ordinary Time 21 
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 

7.00am Mass - Palm Beach 

8.30am Mass - Miami  
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba 
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 
5.00pm Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 

20th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
14th August 2022 

 

This Week’s Readings: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53 
Next Week’s Readings:  Is 66:18-21; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; Lk 13:22-30 

In the Catholic liturgy 
today the gospel minister 
will end the Gospel 
reading by announcing, 
“The Gospel of the Lord.”   
And the congregation, 
without a moment’s 
pause, will respond, 
“Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  I am thinking of 
starting my homily by 
asking if they really want 
to praise Jesus in the light 
of what he just said to us... 
“I have come to set the 
earth on fire.... Do you 
think that I have come to establish peace on the earth?  No, I tell you, but rather 
division.”  (Strange punctuation in the English text, don’t you think?  Shouldn’t there 
be an exclamation point?  It sounds like it’s said with a loud voice and with plenty of 
heat!) 
 

For these past three weeks we have been in chapter 12 of Luke. Jesus has been giving 
advice and warning to his disciples as they travel to Jerusalem.  Tensions are mounting 
against him and his band of followers and so he is preparing them for the inevitable.  
You would think his words would be more comforting.  Surely his disciples are feeling 
the mounting tensions, the kind we do when we are taking a disciple’s stance. Instead, 
he tells them that he has not come to establish peace, but division.  Are we as 
confused as they must have been? 
 
Well, he surely isn’t going to reinforce an artificial peace, the kind of comfort and rest 
those in the establishment have.  For those who see no need for God in their lives, or 
no need to rethink the comfortable notion they have of God (the God they credit as 
“blessing” them with their possessions and securing their exalted position over the 
rest of humanity) for these, their illusionary peace will be shattered by Jesus’ coming 
into their holy city and by his preaching.  God, Jesus announces, is not a divine rubber 
stamp of approval on their self-centred lives.  Those who hear Jesus’ message about 
a God who loves even the least among us, even those outside the confines of their 
comfort-based religion – these will be distressed if they accept Jesus.  They will have 
to trade in their self-styled peace and complacency for the peace Jesus offers the least 
in God’s reign. They will feel an initial unsettling as they move out the tent pegs to 
embrace a more inclusive God and a more diverse and maybe, uncomfortable 
community of holy ones. 
 



There are those who gain much from injustice in the world. Those of us in the first world are often so far removed from the consequences 
of our life styles that we just keep pursing what our money and desires want. They are quite at peace as they continue to strive for their 
life goals.  Enter today’s firebrand Jesus, who attacks such superficial security, who calls us to God’s peaceable dominion.  Here a new set 
of values governs the community of believers, where the citizens do not purchase their worth and esteem before God, but are given 
them as gift when they admit their poverty and need for God. 
 

Jesus will continue to preach and live the peace given only to those who love and strive to 
live in a community of concern for their sisters and brothers; who work to tear down walls of 
division created by a near-sighted world. Those who hear his message are open to the real 
peace he is offering. They will have to make serious personal and social changes in their lives. 
In making these adjustments, some of which will be major and require enormous shifts in the 
way they have been living, these will alienate those closest to them – even their own family 
members. In the close knit Mediterranean families of Jesus’ time, his message of family 
splintering, because of him, must have been very hard to hear. These divisions and conflicts 
existed in the early Christian community for whom Luke wrote his gospel. In the midst of the 
turbulence caused by their decision in favour of Jesus, these seeming harsh words of Jesus 
were really reassuring. “See,” they would have said, “he warned us his fate would be ours as 
well.”  They would feel assurance in seeing their pain in the light of his words to them. 
 

In today’s first reading, Jeremiah will be opposed by royalty and even other prophets because he was predicting the fall of Jerusalem.  As 
a consequence, the royal household turned on him and threw him into a cistern. They and their false prophets did not want to hear the 
truth. They prefer a peace of their own making and they want to make an alliance with the powerful Babylonian empire. Their peace 
failed them, they should have listened to the message of Jeremiah, which would make them initially uncomfortable, but which would 
bring them the peace God wanted for them.  Such too was Jesus’ mission:  to speak unpopular, but true words to a demoralized people.  
(We detect the parallels between Jeremiah and Jesus and why the first reading was chosen to go with today’s gospel.)  Jesus called them 
from their self-destructive independence to a God who would welcome all – powerful and weak; rich and poor; religious righteous and 
religious outcast; male and female; slave and free. The peace he offers does not come without cost.  Accepting him and his way, will even 
separate us from our old self – perhaps the most painful division we must suffer. 
 

The opening verses of today’s gospel (vv. 49-50) are unique to Luke. In them we find the symbol of fire.  No symbol can be reduced to a 
simple explanation, and so the biblical image of fire is multivalent, it speaks in many ways and on many levels.  Just to suggest a few of 
its connotations:   Fire represents the divine holiness and action.  God’s word is like fire (Jer 23:29). Theophanies feature fire, remember 
Moses and the burning bush?  Fire leads the Israelites at night across the desert (Exodus 13: 21-22) and was present on Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 19:18).  A fire burned constantly in the temple to signify God’s special presence there and offerings to God were consumed in 
the fire at the temple’s altar. Earlier in Luke, John the Baptist spoke of Jesus as one who would, “ baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire” (3:16). Luke unites the Spirit, baptism and fire again in Acts when the disciples are baptized with the Holy Spirit and fiery tongues. 
All of these meanings and more, are present when Jesus speaks about setting a fire on the earth. 
 

Jesus is anxious to see his mission accomplished. In Jerusalem he will undergo a baptism of pain and death when darkness will reign. (At 
his crucifixion, Luke says, “darkness covered the land.” v 23:24.) But his death will strike a fire that will burn in the midst of the community 
of believers and no power will be able to overcome it. The fire of the Holy Spirit will guide the new pilgrim people to their divine destiny. 
Unlike the flame in the temple, which was extinguished when the temple was destroyed, this flame will never go out, will always burn 
away sin and show the way to holiness. Jesus yearns for that fire and his death will ignite it, set it burning in the world. 
What about the flame of constancy that burns in faithful Christians all around us?  The aged, dying woman still fingering her beads, saying 
the name of Jesus over and over as she dies surrounded by her children; the theologian spending long and solitary hours in study and 
writing; the father and mother working overtime so their daughter can go to uni; the teenager resisting the tidal wave of daily temptation; 
the minister raising her children and still spending long hours tending her flock; the young couple choosing low teachers’ salaries because 
they want to “make a difference in the lives of the younger generation”; the priest or deacon, spending a long day visiting the sick in the 
hospital and still finding time for some prayer and study for the next preaching. 
 

It’s easy to excoriate a community for not having a burning faith, or not carrying a bright torch of zeal.  But with the eyes of faith, we will 
notice the fire is far from out. It burns steadily in our community and we witness its effects in many marvellous, though frequently quiet 
and anonymous ways.  For in naming the flame, we are naming God’s active, holy and cleansing presence in our midst.   So, it turns out, 
we really can and need to say, “Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ!”, when we hear today’s fiery gospel! 
 

Artwork: “burning bush” by Jyoti Sahi 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
 

Your prayers have been requested for:  Sean O’Reilly, Sean Roche, 
Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Maureen Reti, Peter Smith, Andrew 
Supple, Olivia Tonner, Edward Tudor, Graham Zendler, Norah 
Zipf, Hannes Rieck, Lyn Hundt, Justine Ford, Fely Roberts, George 
Ayoub, Anne Gavaghau, Doug Tronc, Fay Fraser, Bernard Clark, 
Taylor Austin, Irene Garland, Lynne Nunan, Elaine Casonati, Sue 
Mulholland, Therese Baggaley, Stella Brown, Eugene Nolan, 
William Korab, Jess Hall, Michael Onn, Jason Hill, Katrina Kerkow-
Hill, Jeremy Grima, Fred Grioli,  the sick of our Parish and all in 
need of God’s healing Spirit. 

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 

Masses have been requested for the recently deceased and for 
friends and relatives whose anniversaries occur at this time:  
Jason Sertori, John ‘Jack’ Cantwell, Gordon Grams, Margaret 
Supple, Margaret Kennedy, Sister Elizabeth Prendergast, Marcia 
Canswell, Noel Sandtrom, Isabel Little, Joseph Caruana, Alfred 
Cassar, Isabel Aribal, Vincente Garces Jr, Maria Luz Soriano, Ann 
Hunter Dolan Hocking, Susan Celesto, Antonio Celesto, Judy 
Gamin, Philomena Bugeja, Alan Bugeja, Mary Young, Gloria Duria.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 



DON’T FORGET! 
 

YOUTH MASS – First and Third Sunday of each 
month at 5:30pm, Mary Mother of Mercy 
Church, Burleigh Waters. If you like to be 
involved with the music, reading or altar 
serving, please contact the Parish Office or see 
the priest before Mass. 
 

ANOINTING MASS – First Friday of each 
month, 10 am Mary, Mother of Mercy Church. 
All Welcome. Care and Concern will be 
providing morning tea in the Community 
Centre. 

 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT – 3rd 
Friday of each month from 9:00am till 9:50am in 
Mary Mother of Mercy Church; and every 1st Tuesday 
of the month at 6:45pm in Calvary Church in Miami 
(Portuguese). Please join us in spending some time 
with Jesus, truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS – Fourth Sunday of each Month, 
10am, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be 
specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The 
Readings and Homily will be for the children. 
 

PLANNED GIVING – Thank you for the generosity and support of 
all who contribute to the Parish Planned Giving. Details for 
electronic banking are as follows:    BSB: 064 786; A/C No:  
100010144. Reference: Planned Giving/Surname. 
 

 
 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION – PARENT INFORMATION EVENING 
Families in our Sacramental Programme are 
reminded that the Parent Information 
Evening for First Holy Communion will be 
happening on Wednesday 24 August at 
6:00pm at Mary Mother of Mercy Church, 
Burleigh Waters. It is important that families 
attend this session so you will be well 
prepared for the upcoming programme! 

 
 

RCIA ENQUIRY NIGHT  
7.00pm – 8.00pm, MONDAY 5th SEPTEMBER, 
2022 Parish Office Boardroom, Sunlight Dr, 
Burleigh Waters.  An invitation for anyone to 
attend who would like to know more about the 

Catholic Faith. People who have not been baptised, those 
baptised in other faith traditions who wish to be received into 
the Catholic Church and baptised Catholics who have taken time 
out and wish to reconnect will be warmly welcomed.  
 

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults), also called the 
Catechumenate, is the process by which adult persons are 
brought into membership of the Roman Catholic Church. 

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH 
 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY – Monday 15 August 
the Church celebrates the Feast Day of the 
Assumption of Our Lady when according to 
our faith, the Holy Mother, “having 
completed her course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory”. 
Although defined as an article of faith by 
Pope Pius XII just over half a century ago, the 
Assumption of Our Lady into heaven has 
been accepted from back to the earliest of Christian times. This day is 
a Holy Day of Obligation – there are two Masses in the Parish - 9am 
Calvary Church, Miami and 7.00pm Infant Saviour. 
 
SUNG MORNING PRAYER & ADORATION – This is a new initiative in 
our parish! You are invited to join Padre and Fr Jack on the 3rd Friday 
of each month at 9:00am at Mary Mother of Mercy Church for Sung 
Morning Prayer and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament prior to the 
10:00am Mass. All are welcome! 
 
HALF YEARLY FINANCIALS - Dear Parishioners, please find here the 
Half Yearly Financials for our Parish Income and Expenditure.  
 

We have had some extraordinary wins lately with interest rates rising 
(yes I understand for many this is a worry) but for the parish having 
money in our Reserve Account means more in interest rates.   
 

We have also had some generous bequests which enables us to 
improve church areas (e.g. Miami). Also our parish renting of the 
Swell Unit is a great benefit. After School Care is proving again a 
wonderful asset financially for the parish. 
 

As you can see for the 6 months to end of June our parish is in surplus 
of about $26K. This may seem a lot but it is an operating account 
which means we don’t pay our large expenses till later in the year and 
there are the half year rises in insurance and operating wages and 
maintenance. So in all the news is – we are definitely holding our own 
as a parish and still being able to do our mission and maintenance. I 
am thankful for those who pledge and use the planned giving, direct 
debit and credit – this always helps us in being able to budget.  
 

Many thanks to all.  
Padre and the Parish Finance Council 
 

 
 

PARISH FINANCE JANUARY – JUNE 2022 
 

 

Burleigh Heads Parish Total Income Jan–Jun 2022 
 

Collections & Giving $178,660.49 

Liturgy Offerings $32,174.86 

Rent $51,407.60 

Ministry & Evangelisation $27,334.00 

Operating Activities $104,841.69 

Other Income $745.00 

Total Income $395,163.64 
 

Burleigh Heads Parish Total Expenses Jan-Jun 2022 
 

Office $20,018.89 

Property & Occupancy $91,055.64 

Liturgy $6,513.64 

Ministry & Evangelisation $2,741.09 

Clergy $68,234.64 

Motor Vehicle $7,985.39 

Staff $114,489.57 

Diocesan Levies $22,439.72 

Other Expenses $35,080.73 

Total Expenses $368,559.31 
 



MUSIC FOR THIS WEEKEND’S MASS 
 

GATHERING 
 

God, whose purpose is to kindle: 
now ignite us with your fire; 
while the earth awaits your burning, 
with your passion us inspire. 
Overcome our sinful calmness, 
stir us with your saving name; 
baptise with your fiery Spirit,  
crown our lives with tongues of flame. 
 

God, who in your holy gospel 
wills that all should truly live, 
make us sense our share of failure, 
our tranquillity forgive. 
Teach us courage as we struggle  
in all liberating strife; 
lift the smallness of our vision 
by your own abundant life. 
 

© David Elton Trueblood, 1967  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

Lord, come to my aid Lord, come to my aid. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine.  
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine. 
Let me befriend you now; eat, take your fill.  
Don’t be afraid to dream; love has its will. 
 

Take up your burden now, walk ‘til you find  
just what the journey means; walk while there’s time.  
Food for the journey will answer your need.  
Don’t be afraid to walk; love, my love will lead. 
 

Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine.  
Be a sweet nourishment to good friends of mine.  
Let me befriend you now; eat, take your fill.  
Share with your people, that love has its will. 
 

Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine.  
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine. 
 

© Kevin Bates, 1985, Willow Publishing 
 

 

 

RECESSIONAL 
 

Holy Father, God of might, 
throned amid the hosts of light, 
take our life, our strength, our love, 
King of earth and heav’n above. 
 

Christ, be with us as we go, 
let this blind world see and know, 
burning in our lives, the sight 
of its only saving light. 
 

So will all exalt your name, 
and your kingship all proclaim, 
heav’n and earth in unity, 
praise the blessed Trinity. 
 

© Richard Connolly, 1971, Willow Publishing 
All music used with permission under One License #A-727411 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer: Gatherings at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church may be livestreamed. By entering the church, you give permission for yourself (and your family) to be filmed. 


