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PARISH WEEKLY DIARY 

 
Saturday 7 May 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm Mass - Miami 
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach 

 
Sunday  8 May – 4

th
 Sunday of Easter 

7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am Mass - Miami  
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba  
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 
5.00pm Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 

 
Monday 9 May – St George Preca 
9.00am Mass - Miami  

 
Tuesday 10 May – St Damien of Molokai 
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 

 
Wednesday 11 May 
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach 

 
Thursday 12 May 
5.15pm Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba 

 
Friday  13 May – Our Lady of Fatima 
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 

 
Saturday 14 May – St Matthias, Apostle  
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm Mass - Miami 
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach 

 
Sunday   15 May – 5

th
 Sunday of Easter 

7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am Mass - Miami  
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba  
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 
5.00pm Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed) 
 

4th SUNDAY OF EASTER 
8 May 2022 

 

This Week’s Readings: Acts 13:14, 43-52; Rev 7:9, 14-17; Jn 10:27-30 
Next Week’s Readings: Acts 14:21-27; Rev 21:1-5; Jn 13:31-35 

Happy Mothers’ Day 
Wishing all the mums and mother-figures in our 
community a very happy Mothers’ Day! Thank you 
for your gift of nurturing the young and those in 
need. Through the intercessions of Mary our Blessed 
Mother, may God continue to bless you! 

 
THROUGHOUT THE FOURTH GOSPEL a consistent question put to Jesus is, ‘Are you 
the Messiah?’ When the crowds ask this, they are thinking of a political leader like 
King David who would free them from the rule of Rome. Jesus does not accept the 
title ‘Messiah’ on these terms. In today’s Gospel, we are given the only image of a 
Messiah that Jesus will accept, that of the Good Shepherd who knows his flock and 
gives them eternal life. 
 

The issue of leadership lies behind this image. David was a shepherd and was regarded 
as Israel’s greatest leader. This is why the shepherd image was later applied to Israel’s 
kings by a number of Prophets. The shepherd image was later applied to God as the 
one who would really nourish, care for, gather and protect the sheep. 
 

In Ezekiel 34 we read: 
For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. I 
will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on 
the mountains of Israel. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights 
of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they 
shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of 
my sheep. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 
injured, and I will strengthen the weak. 
 

Because of Jesus’ unique union with God, Jesus 
can call himself the Good Shepherd.  
 

John 10 continues a dispute that began in chapter 
9 following Jesus’ cure of a man born blind. The 
Jewish leaders could not accept that this was an 
action of God, since this cure took place on the 
Sabbath day (John 9:14), and it involved Jesus 
making clay to put on the man’s eyes. The Pharisees drove the blind man out of the 
Synagogue and then enter into an argument with Jesus. In this context Jesus uses the 
imagery of the good shepherd and the hired hand who leaves the sheep when trouble 
comes. When Jesus speaks of himself as the Good shepherd and compares the 
Pharisees with the hired hand, he is really challenging their leadership. 
 



In Australia, where flocks of sheep number in the hundreds, it is hard to have a real 
understanding of this image. In the land of Israel, a   family might have a very small 
number of sheep, perhaps only seven. Being so small in number each sheep is 
known to the shepherd. In the winter months, the sheep come indoors to protect 
them from the bitter cold and to provide the family with warmth from the heat of 
their bodies – in a sense they are part of the family. The sheep do know the 
particular sound of their master’s voice, just as the shepherd knows the individual 
markings and characteristics of his sheep. 

The sheep/shepherd image tries to express that we are each known and valued by 
God. 
 
© Mary Coloe PBVM 

 
 

COME INTO YOURSELF, SHAKE OFF FRUSTRATIONS – By Editorial -April 17, 2022 
After nearly two and a half years of COVID-19, a war in Ukraine, floods throughout NSW and Qld, endless rain in Sydney, a failed religious 
discrimination bill, the approach of a vote on euthanasia on Macquarie Street and now a federal election campaign, anyone could be 
forgiven for being depleted this Easter. 
 

We read in mainstream publications that people are “so tired”, that they are running on empty in their professional and personal lives. 
There has been a “great resignation” caused by restlessness, dreams thwarted by the pandemic, and the reappraisal of priorities during 
months spent in lockdown. We are depleted, we are fed up, resentful and in need of a break. Many of us have kids home sick with 
COVID, adult children who will graduate from university having hardly met their classmates, relatives we haven’t seen for years, friends 
who have dropped off the face of the earth. Plenty have lost jobs and savings, many more have lost everything, and have instead 
received in their place anxiety, depression, poverty and isolation. For refugees, the frail, those living with disabilities and the spouses and 
children of broken marriages, the last few years have been particularly hard. 
 

In these circumstances the words of the Prophet and Psalmist David come to mind: “I lift up my eyes to the hills. From whence does my 
help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” (Ps 121:1-2) David asks again in Psalm 24:8: “Who is this King of 
glory?” We get a mirror of this from the Lord himself in his question to St Peter: “Who do you say I am?” (Mt 16:16) After a few years of 
being run down and burned out by the circumstances of life, our generation doesn’t answer Jesus’ question in the same way as we did. 
The Church that returns its confession of faith – “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God” – is made up of frustrated and depleted 
people. From whence does my help come? Who is this Lord of Glory? Perhaps these questions feel harder to answer after a few 
punishing years. “You are the Christ.” It is easy to confess this when we are comfortable and the troubles of life feel manageable. 
 

The French priest Fr Jean-Pierre de Caussade (1675-1751) wrote that, when the soul that longs for 
God seems to lose sight of Him through self-doubt or weakness, the Lord puts his will behind us 
rather than before us – pushing us on like an “invisible mainspring”. De Caussade’s letters of 
spiritual direction to a convent of the Visitation, written when he could not be personally present, 
were collected by the sisters and kept for generations. Now published as Abandonment to Divine 
Providence, they are regarded as spiritual masterpieces. 
“No longer is he the object on which our ideas are fixed, but is the principle and source of all 
things,” Fr de Caussade says. When we feel ourselves pushed onward by Christ, perhaps we will turn 
and see him before us, behind us, supporting us in unasked-for ways. 

 

This is not to diminish the reality of suffering. Yet, as the French philosopher Simone Weil says, “The Sea is not less beautiful in our eyes 
because we know that sometimes ships are wrecked by it.” Even though we may be wrecked ourselves, the ship on which we sail is 
unsinkable and its captain can walk on water – and can even walk out of the grave. So this Easter we ask: Who is this King of Glory? He is 
our Lord, Jesus Christ, risen from the tomb and breaking the chains of all those throughout history who have been slaves to suffering and 
death. He is with us in 2022, after years spent burned out in front of the computer, on the phone to Centrelink, in the line for COVID 
tests or vaccines, or in isolation chambers on hospital wards. He is with our Ukrainian brothers and sisters on the frontlines, and he is 
with the terrified Russian teenagers press-ganged into service on the other side of the battlefront. He is with those living on the streets in 
the driving rain. He is with the ones who, after too many months away from Church, decided not to come back. He is with those who quit 
their jobs and decided to follow their dreams, and he is with those looking for stable work to get back on their feet. So shake off your 
frustrations and leave aside your worries for just this week. Christ is Risen from the dead! God is with us! 
 

Image: The Resurrection by Sebastiano Ricci 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Masses have been requested for the recently deceased and for 
friends and relatives whose anniversaries occur at this time: 
Viviane Haddad, Genevieve Dauth, Roberta Craig, Bruce Rienits, 
Richard Wilkie, Marko Palavra, Michael Kearney, Angelo Resma, 
Brian Gavaghau, James Badger, Aileen Watt, Jim Robertson, 
Joseph Violet, Anathez Deguara, Alphonse & Akesa Gabriele, 
Angela Giuffre Randazzo, Elaine Adair, Terezia Meleg, Terry 
McManus, Virginia Tablan, David Halpin, Geoffrey Jenkins, Nora 
O’Ryan. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
 

Your prayers have been requested for: Maurice Carrig, Bernard 
Clark, Peter Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, 
Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Anne Lord , Denis McEnery, Carmel 
Meldon, Pat Moy, Sue Mulholland, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas,  
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Sean Roche, Anne Owens, Phyllis 
Pola, Maureen Reti, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, 
Edward Tudor , Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf,  Hannes Rieck, Lyn 
Hundt, Justine Ford, Fely Roberts, Margaret Kennedy , George 
Ayoub, Anne Gavaghau, Doug Tronc the sick of our Parish and all 
in need of God’s healing Spirit. 

 



DON’T FORGET! 
 
PLANNED GIVING – Thank you for the generosity and support of 
all who contribute to the Parish Planned Giving. Details for 
electronic banking are as follows:    BSB: 064 786; A/C No:  
100010144. Reference: Planned Giving/Surname. 
 
CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS – Fourth Sunday of each Month,  
10am, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be 
specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The 
Readings and Homily will be for the children.  
 
YOUTH MASS – First and Third Sunday of 
each month at 5:30pm, Mary Mother of 
Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters. If you like to 
be involved with the music, reading or altar 
serving, please contact the Parish Office or 
see the priest before Mass. 
 

ANOINTING MASS – First Friday of each 
month, 10 am Mary, Mother of Mercy Church. 
All Welcome. Care and Concern will be 
providing morning tea in the Community 
Centre. 

 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT – 3

rd
 

Fridays of each month from 9:00am till 9:50am. 
Mary Mother of Mercy Church. Please join us in 
spending some time with Jesus, truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
 

 
 

A PRAYER FOR MOTHERS DAY 
 

Lord we remember the mothers who have gone 
before us.  And for the mothers in aged care 
who struggle to remember us. For their love, 
sacrifice, struggles and joy we give you thanks. 
 

Lord we remember the mothers of Scripture and tradition 
who are part of our story as we are part of your story. For 
their courage, faith, love and fierceness we give you thanks 
 

Lord we remember those who have not given birth to us, but 
are mothers to us anyway. For their gift of themselves that 
they have given, we thank you. 
 

For the women who struggle with fertility, for those women 
whom society labels as less in their childlessness, and for 
those women who have lost children. For their tears, for their 
strength, for their wisdom, for their lives we give you thanks.  
 

For those mothers present here we give you thanks for their 
witness, lives of devotion and faithfulness to those around 
them and to us. 
 

Lord we ask you to bless our mothers. Amen. 
 

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH 
 

LOST PROPERTY – Have you lost 
something at one of our churches? Our 
lost property box are getting full and 
most items have been there for quite 
some time. Please ask the sacristan if 
you might be looking for a lost item. 
Leftover items will be donated to Vinnies 
at the end of May. 
 

ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL MASS COUNT 
Every weekend in May we will be counting the 
numebr of parishioners attending each of our 
Masses. This is to help planning for the future 
of our parish and our Archdiocese. Are you able 
to help with the counting at one of our Masses? 
Please see the sacristan at your Mass for 
further information! Thank you! 

 
LIFTS NEEDED – a couple of parishioners have enquired about a lift to 
Mass. If anyone is interested in committing to offering a lift in a 
weekly and ongoing basis, please contact the parish office. Our 
safeguarding commitment requires volunteers to have a Blue Card, 
Police Check and undergo relevant trainings. If you would like to offer 
this as a private arrangement, please contact the office for details. 
 

 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS – will be observed on 
Sunday, May 8, 2022 also known as "Good Shepherd Sunday."  The 
purpose of this day is to publicly fulfil the Lord's instruction to, "Pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send labourers into his harvest" (Mt 9:38; 
Lk 10:2).  Please pray that young men and women hear and respond 
generously to the Lord's call to the priesthood, diaconate, religious 
life, societies of apostolic life or secular institutes. Resources for 
promoting vocations can be found on Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Vocations Office Website. 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 
 
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  
Our enrolled families have 
commenced preparing for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation.  We 
are spending time looking at the 
Baptism Rite, the symbol of water, 
how we are called by name, and 
the promise made to Noah. 
 

The image here depicts well the interconnectedness of the 
Sacraments of Initiation, particularly between that of Baptism and 
Confirmation. 
 

Families are working towards the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation which will be held later in July this year.  
 

Many blessings, 
Matthew Popovic 
Pastoral Ministry Coordinator 



MUSIC FOR THIS WEEKEND’S MASS 

GATHERING 
Easter glory fills the sky, Alleluia! 
Christ now lives, no more to die, Alleluia! 
Darkness has been put to flight, Alleluia! 
By the living Lord of light, Alleluia! 
  
See, the stone is rolled away, Alleluia! 
From the tomb where once he lay; Alleluia! 
He has risen as he said, Alleluia! 
Glorious first-born of the dead, Alleluia! 
 
Shepherd, seek the sheep that strayed! Alleluia! 
Come to contrite Peter’s aid! Alleluia! 
Strengthen him to be the rock; Alleluia! 
Make him shepherd of your flock! Alleluia! 
 

© James Quinn SJ, 1969 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
 
COMMUNION 
Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 
beyond my fears, from death into life. 
  
God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, 
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love, 
I walk by the quiet waters of peace.   (Refrain) 
  
Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, 
you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth, 
my spirit shall sing the music of your name.   (Refrain) 
  
Though I should wander the valley of death, 
I fear no evil, for you are at my side, 
Your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope   (Refrain) 
 

© Marty Haugen, 1986 
 

 

THANKSGIVING 
The King of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness fails me never. 
I nothing lack if I am his, 
and he is mine forever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow, 
with gentle care he leads me, 
and where the verdant pastures grow, 
with heav’nly food he feeds me. 
 
Perverse and foolish, I have strayed, 
but yet in love he sought me; 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 
And so through all the length of days, 
your goodness fails me never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise 
within your house forever.  

 

© H.W. Baker, 1868 
 
RECESSIONAL 
Like a shepherd he feeds his flock 
and gathers the lambs in his arms, 
holding them carefully close to his heart, 
leading them home. 
  
Say to the cities of Judah; 
prepare the way of the Lord. 
Go to the mountain-top, lift your voice: 
Jerusalem, here is your God.   (Refrain) 
  
I myself will shepherd them, 
for others have led them astray. 
The lost I will rescue and heal their wounds 
and pasture them, giving them rest.   (Refrain)  

 

© Bob Dufford SJ, 1976 
All music used with permission under One License #A-727411 
 

 
 

Disclaimer: Masses at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church may be livestreamed. By entering the Church you give permission for yourself (and your family) to be filmed. 


